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Introduction

This policy sets out Windmill's approach to online safety, ensuring all pupils are equipped to navigate the
digital world safely, responsibly, and respectfully. It reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum,
statutory safeguarding guidance, and Department for Education guidance on teaching online safety
in schools.

Online safety is embedded within the school’s safeguarding culture and curriculum, recognising that
pupils’ online and offline experiences are interconnected. The policy applies to all staff, pupils, governors,
parents/carers, and external partners, and supports the school in responding effectively to current and
emerging online risks. In doing so we are living our vision and ‘doing everything in love'.

Aims
The school aims to:

e Equip pupils with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to use technology safely, responsibly,
respectfully and securely.

e Embed online safety across the curriculum rather than teaching it in isolation.

e Develop pupils’ ability to recognise risks, make informed decisions, and seek support when
needed.

e Ensure all staff are trained to identify, respond to, and report concerns.

e Promote strong partnerships with parents and carers.

e Provide inclusive, differentiated provision for all learners, including SEND and EAL pupils.

¢ Maintain robust safeguarding systems, including filtering, monitoring, and reporting processes.

Statutory and Guidance Framework
This policy is informed by:

e National Curriculum for Computing and statutory RSHE requirements
e Keeping Children Safe in Education (latest version)

e Education Act 2002 (Section 175)

e Children and Social Work Act 2017
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o Data Protection Act 2018 / UK GDPR

e Equality Act 2010

e SEND Code of Practice (2015)

e Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974

o DfE: Teaching Online Safety in Schools (non-statutory guidance)

The school ensures compliance through regular review of safeguarding arrangements, including
appropriate filtering and monitoring systems and staff training.

Curriculum Coverage

Online safety is delivered through Computing, PSHE/RSHE, and wider curriculum opportunities. Teaching
is progressive, age-appropriate, and responsive to emerging risks.

Pupils are taught to:

o Develop positive, respectful online relationships
¢ Understand how their online actions impact others
e Recognise and respond to risks, including:
o Content: harmful or inappropriate material
o Contact: unsafe interactions (e.g. grooming, coercion)
o Conduct: harmful behaviours (e.g. bullying, sharing content)
o Commerce: scams, fraud, or financial risks
e Use technology safely and securely, including protecting personal data
e Understand digital footprints and online identity
¢ Know how and where to report concerns and access support

Curriculum Implementation

Online safety is embedded across all subjects and year groups, not confined to discrete lessons. E use
Kapow for our computing scheme of learning and Jigsaw supplemented with PolEd to ensure that pupils
receive a comprehensive curriuclum

Teaching approaches include:

e Scenario-based discussion and real-life contextual learning

e Exploration of current technologies, apps, and online behaviours
e Development of critical thinking and media literacy

e Use of peer-led approaches (e.g. digital leaders)

e Differentiated teaching to meet the needs of SEND and EAL pupils
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The school enhances provision through:

e Assemblies, themed events (e.g. Safer Internet Day)
e External partnerships (e.g. NSPCC, CEOP)
e Regular curriculum updates to reflect current risks

Assessment

Assessment supports pupils’ development in knowledge, skills, and behaviours:

¢ Ongoing formative assessment through discussion, scenarios, and observation

e Summative assessment through quizzes, pupil reflection, and recorded outcomes
e Pupil voice gathered through surveys and digital leader feedback

e Outcomes used to inform planning and targeted interventions

Roles and Responsibilities

Role Responsibilities
Headteacher  Overall accountability for safeguarding and policy implementation
DSL Leads on online safety incidents, safeguarding response, staff training, and monitoring
Subject Leaders Plan, monitor, and evaluate online safety curriculum
Teaching Staff  Deliver curriculum, reinforce safe behaviours, report concerns
Support Staff ~ Support learning and report safeguarding concerns
Digital Leaders Promote safe behaviours and contribute pupil voice
Parents/Carers Support safe use of technology at home

Governing Body Monitor compliance, challenge practice, and ensure review

Inclusion

The school ensures online safety education is accessible to all pupils:

e Adapted resources and teaching strategies

e Targeted support for vulnerable pupils

e Close collaboration with SENDCo and specialists

e Representation and inclusivity within teaching materials
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Safeguarding and Systems
Online safety is integral to safeguarding:

e The school operates effective filtering and monitoring systems. We use securely or this.
e All concerns are reported via safeguarding procedures

o Staff understand indicators of online harm and escalation routes

e Pupils are taught how to report concerns safely and confidently

Professional Development

e All staff receive regular, up-to-date online safety training

e Training reflects current risks, technologies, and safeguarding expectations
e Records are maintained and reviewed

e Specialist training provided for DSLs and key staff

e Staff engage with external guidance and networks

Whole-School Approach
The school adopts a whole-school approach to online safety:

e Embedded within curriculum, behaviour, and safeguarding systems
e Supported by staff, leadership, pupils, and parents

e Continuously reviewed to reflect emerging risks

e Linked to wider safeguarding and wellbeing priorities

Inspectorate Expectations
The school meets inspectorate expectations by:

e Embedding online safety across the curriculum

e Ensuring pupils understand risks and how to stay safe

e Maintaining an effective safeguarding culture

e Demonstrating strong leadership, monitoring, and review
e Actively engaging pupils and parents
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Monitoring and Review

e Led by DSL and senior leadership

e Includes curriculum audits, safeguarding logs, and training review
e Incorporates pupil voice and parental feedback

¢ Reviewed annually or in response to new guidance or risks

Links to Other Policies

e Safeguarding and Child Protection
e Behaviour
e Anti-Bullying

¢ Computing
e PSHE/RSE
e SEND

e Data Protection
e Staff Code of Conduct
e Health and Safety



