NEWSLETTER

This Half Term 5t June 2026

We are in for a busy last half term. We have a number of trips out Whole school attendance to date

including the Y6 residential at Robinwood. The pupils are looking Whole school attendance is
forward to these as are the staff. We also have reports to prepare currently 95.2%

to send home and transition arrangements to finalise. Year 6 will This is below our target of 97%
be starting their transition visits to high school and we are looking e e e—
at classes and teachers for September. This is not an easy process RSR 87.8% RS 91.7%

as there is still time for some staffing changes ahead of September.
Once we feel that we have our final team we will be able to allocate
staff to classes and prepare for transition time in school. 2RT 94.3% 2TR 98.6%

Adding to the busy feel after a period of inactivity, our plans to 3A 93.2% 35 96.6%
academize have suddenly accelerated. We waited a year for DFE 4C 94.8% 4H 94.5%
approval which was granted in late December 2025 and then have 5PW 91% 5S 94.6%
had to wait for Kirklees Local Authority to finalise some
academisations that were ahead of us before starting work on
Windmill. Leeds Diocesan Learning Trust, the DFE and the LA are
now working closely with school and we hope to become an academy in the early part of the Autumn
term. This is exciting but is generating additional work at a busy time for school.

1P 80.8% 1W 94.1%

6L 93.3% 6W 95.3%

To further complicate matters we also anticipate an Ofsted inspection given that we are 4 years from our
last inspection. Time has flown and this year you will have seen that the inspection framework has
changed. Schools are inspected across 8 areas with a 5-point grading system. It is unlikely that schools will
receive the same grade in each area with lots of reports showing that schools can need attention in some
areas and be expected or even strong in others. This is because the new inspection framework has
changed from a best fit to a secure fit model. As such, schools have to meet every criteria within the grade
descriptors rather than most in order to get that particular grade. This is making inspection challenging
and when the time comes we will need you to support us in achieving the best inspection outcome we
can.

Educational Teaching Assistant — Job vacancy

We are looking for an experienced, committed member of staff with great enthusiasm and energy to
join our team. To work under supervision, direction and guidance of the teaching staff. Assisting the
school in the overall delivery of the curriculum, delivery of intervention or support programmes as
required and enabling access to learning for all students in and out of the classroom. To support the
learning of children with complex educational needs when needed, you will have experience of working
with pupils, delivering the aims of ‘My Support Plans’ and ‘Education Healthcare plans’. You will have
the support of a large and successful team. Please see the link below to find out more.

Educational Teaching Assistant - Windmill Primary School - Kirklees Council



https://kirklees.tal.net/vx/appcentre-ext/brand-5/spa-1/candidate/so/pm/1/pl/4/opp/18156-Educational-Teaching-Assistant-Windmill-Primary-School/en-GB

Diary Dates:

12" June Reception Trip to Piglets Adventure Farm
8" — 10" June Year 6 Bikeability
12" June Reception Trip to Piglets Adventure Farm
11* June Year 5 & Year 6 BGHS to watch Matilda (details to follow)
16™ June Year 3 Trip to Magna
22" - 24™ June Year 6 Trip to Robinwood
25™ June Year 4 Trip to Murton Park
30" June Year 1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park
7% July Sports Day (Details to follow)
16 July Year 6 Leavers Disco
Year 6 Leavers Service
17 July Break Up for Summer Holidays

We would like to welcome back all of Reception for our final summer term. We have so much to look
forward to and have started the term off brilliantly. Our focus for the first few weeks in reception will be
animals based around our school trip to Piglets Farm. This week we have been exploring the difference
between domestic and wild animals. The children have enjoyed a role play vets, designing and paining
wild animal fur in our creative area exploring textures and patterns and we have enjoyed looking at
domestic and wild rabbits as part of our drawing club work. We Look forward to next week where we
will be learning about farms in preparation for our trip. Please can we remind parents to ensure your
child still brings a rain coat and a summer hat with them as the weather is still very unpredictable and
we aim to be out enjoying outdoor learning in all weathers. Thank you

Our Choir's visit to Priestley Care Home

The choir performed for the residents of Priestley Care Home, singing a
variety of school hymns and popular 1980s hits, and even showcasing an a
cappella performance.

The residents and staff were incredibly appreciative of our visit, and we
look forward to returning again soon.




Year 6 have created a beautiful collection of bunting, ready to be gifted
to our sister school, Mugango Primary School, in Tanzania.

Inspired by British wildlife and native
plants, the bunting was made by
upcycling an old sheet as part of our
Make Do and Mend theme.

A huge well done to Mrs Smithson and all of the Year 6 children for
their creativity, hard work, and wonderful craftsmanship!

This week in ARP we have been practicing spreading butter, jam or chocolate spread onto bread or
toast. The children are really developing this skill and are becoming more independent — maybe they
could start to help in the kitchen at home sometimes?

We have also made moon dough this week — we mixed cornflour with washing up liquid and it made a
lovely dough that the children enjoyed playing with and it smelt great too.

What a brilliant first week back year 4! We have had a busy week for our final term of being in year 4. In
Science we have started our new topic of electricity which is exciting for the children. As we move
through the topic, we will be building circuits using wires, blubs and batteries! In maths we have been
looking at time. To help your children at home, ask them to read analogue clocks to you at random parts
of the day because fluency is key! In RE we have started to look at the five pillars of Islam and our
Muslim children enjoyed sharing their personal family experiences about this (which we all thought was
fantastic!)

Have a lovely, restful weekend everybody from the year 4 team.



This week in Year 3, we are continuing our Geography topic, 'Why is the Earth So Angry?'. We focused
on tsunamis, learning how they are caused and exploring some of the major tsunamis that have
occurred around the world.

In English, we have begun writing a persuasive letter linked to our upcoming trip to Magna in a couple of
weeks. The children have been learning how to use persuasive language and present strong arguments
to support their ideas.

In RE, we started our new unit, 'What Faiths and Beliefs Can Be Found in Our Country and Community?".
We discussed the different communities that we belong to and thought about how communities help
people feel connected and supported.

In Maths this week in Year 2, we are working on 'Position and Direction. The children enjoyed following
instructions to build a tower using cubes, with a focus on position and direction. They used one cube at
a time, listening carefully to guidance such as “on top,” “next to,” and “under” to create their towers.
This activity supported their understanding of spatial language while also developing accuracy. It was
lovely to see their concentration and enthusiasm as they worked step by step to build their structures.

This week, Year 5 enjoyed an exciting educational trip where they visited three different places of
worship: a Mosque, a Synagogue and a Gurdwara. The children gained a valuable insight into these
special places of worship, learning about different faiths, traditions and beliefs. They showed great
curiosity and respect throughout the visits and asked thoughtful questions to deepen their
understanding. In English, the children have made a brilliant start to describing their dream giver
characters. They have used expanded noun phrases, similes and metaphors to bring their characters to
life, creating imaginative and engaging descriptions. In Music, we have begun learning the recorder. The
children impressed us with how quickly they learned to play the notes A and B and started reading
simple musical notation. We are looking forward to seeing their confidence and skills continue to
develop over the coming weeks.




On the last day of term, the Tanzania Council hosted our Colour Run to raise funds for both the school
and our sister school, Mugango, in Mara, Tanzania.

The event was opened by Mrs Smithson and our wonderful choir, who performed a selection of songs,
including Mambo Bwana, an upbeat African welcome song. Pupils from each year group completed laps
of Windmill Way while being showered with coloured powder, creating a spectacular burst of colour
across the KS2 fields.

We look forward to sharing the total amount raised with you soon. Thank you for your continued
support.

The Tanzania Action Council

Italian Themed Lunch

The children enjoyed a variety of food for our Italian Themed lunch on Friday 22" May, thank you to
the kitchen staff for making the day special.




