NEWSLETTER

This Week

It's been a busy week in school with parents’ evenings and our
World Book Day and Football events all taking place as well.

I am mindful on weeks like this just how hard the team work at
Windmill. Sending reports out mid-year is uncommon but we feel it
gives you the information you need to help your child achieve as we
move into the second part of the year. We then follow this up with
parents evening so that you get the opportunity to discuss what this
might look like and to answer any questions you have about the
reports. This has been a massive effort from the team and I am
grateful to them.

World Book Day was organised by Mrs Lee and the football event
was organised by Mrs Thompson. Both members of staff work
incredibly hard for the children and their passion for reading and
sport respectively adds so much to the experience children have at
Windmill. Thank you both for doing this.

7t March 2025

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
96.47%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RH 95.51%, RS 94.34%

1P 99.67%, 1W 98%
2C 97.33%, 2TP 98%
3R 98.33%, 35 98.06%
4D 98.67%, 4H 99%
5G 96.33%, 5P 92.07%
6L 98.97%, 6W 99.67%

Diary Dates:
27% Mar 2025 Yr 3 to Bagshaw Museum (see separate letter)
4t April 2025 Easter Service (Details to follow)
7t — 22" April 2025 Easter Holidays (18" & 21°t Bank holidays)
5% May 2025 Bank Holiday
6™ Mar 2025 Cross Country Finals
5% May 2025 Bank Holiday
26" — 30" May 2025 Half Term




Today we took part in the FA's campaign #Let Them Play

It was empowering and inspiring to see so many children - including girls - taking part in a football themed
lunchtime. We have looked at some photographs in class of successful females in football - including ones
from our school! Thank you to Leigh from Professional Sports Coaching who gave up his time to support us
today.

If you have a daughter who is interested in starting or continuing their football journey there are plenty local
clubs nearby. Please use the link at the bottom for details or contact the team on the poster.

WOULDYOU LIKETO PLAY MORE GIRLS FOOTBALL?

A RE-STARTS
Girls football clubs in our local area: o sliviousippidni
st | TERM TIME ONLY
Howden Clough
Norristhorpe
A dp £2 per
attyefor Session
Littletown PAYG
Gomersal
Mirfield
Thornhill
Drighlington h SESSIONS
Guildersome
Clifton
This link will be on the school newsletter if you want to find out more! SUNbAY 1- 2§m
https://quﬂ.orq.uk/clubs.php St John Fisher CVA, School Sports Hall,

Oxford Road, Dewsbury, WF13 4LL

Year 5 have had another fabulous week. We have made a start to our non-chronological reports all about rainforests.
The children have conducted their own research in order to wow their readers. We can't wait to read them. The

children have blown the staff in year 5 away this week with their effort in Maths - they all overcame the tricky concept
of multiplying fractions this week. On Monday, we continued exploring our space unit and worked really hard to

produce a detailed drawing of our solar system. They then used fact sheets to record how far away each planet is from
oo

the sun and one interesting fact. They look great! We
really enjoyed celebrating WBD in Year 5 today; we
made our own audiobooks to share with younger
children. We worked on our oracy skills of presenting
and reading aloud as well as creating our own sound
effects and images to go with the books.

In year 2 we have been enjoying learning about similes and alliteration. This can help make our writing more effective
and is also lots of fun! At home, you could try making up alliteration to describe your clothes, food or home! In maths,
we have been working hard on multiplication and division. In DT, we became investigators and went for a walk outside
to explore the school grounds looking for manmade and natural structures. It was then super fun using shapes to try
and build the tallest, stable structure in class!




Year 6 have spent the last two weeks writing and perfecting a letter response in role as an evacuee during WW?2. The
classes looked into the experiences of children during the time and what might have happened on the train journey
and with their host families. They then read a letter from a mother and responded as if they were the child. They
showed great understanding and skill as they constructed their letters which they then went on to edit and improve.

Finally, all the children tea stained their letters to make them look more realistic and the final product was perfect.
Well done Year 6!

Resourced Provision - our theme for the week is ‘pets’. The children have been looking at photos of the different pets
in our houses, including their own; thank you for sending your photos in. In making this week, the children made a
dog face using different foods. We have also had some caterpillars arrive in preparation for our ‘minibeasts’ them
next week; F has been looking at them closely and watching them grow.

In Year 3, we have been enjoying learning about mummification in History and English. We looked at the steps
involved and worked in groups to discuss the process. After looking at why the Ancient Egyptians needed to dry the
bodies using natron salt, we used a similar method to mummify some fruit. We are excited to see what the fruit looks
like next week! During Protected Reading time, the children have been reading to their reading buddies in Year 6. It is
great to see them reading to a different audience and developing their oracy skills.




We have had a lovely week in Reception and the children are showing a strong interest in our new transport topic.
This week we have been discussing aeroplanes, in our story Emma-jane aeroplane, we have travelled all around the
world and children have shared stories of where they have been and where they would love to go. It has been great to
share the children’s drawing club ideas with you all at parent’s evening and we are starting to see some independent
words, phrases and even sentences in their books. We have had plenty of opportunities to role play this week, with an
airport, travel agents and our own plane outside in the building blocks. The children showed great understanding of
the roles required in different areas as we were being booked onto flights to Turkey, having our passports stamped
and even given a choice of food as we took our seats.

In Maths, the children have loved the challenge of dealing with larger numbers as we progressed to comprehending 9
and 10. We looked at the composition of these numbers and how focused on their composition of five plus another
number. The children were able to use their tens frames in lessons and in the provision to show good understanding of
this topic and have begun to verbalise their part-part whole equations with these larger numbers.

Outside our Dandelions have bloomed and the children used their observational skills to draw some beautiful pictures
in our outside area. As part of our R.E topic we have been appreciating the natural world as they have been discussing
our role in caring for the natural world and supporting plants and animals in our outside area.

There wasn’t a cloud in the sky for the West Yorkshire Cross Country finals at Temple Newsam in Leeds. Nine of our
children got through to the finals — a record for our school! All our children did really well and we were so proud of
how they represented Windmill. Amazingly, H finished 5™ out of all the Y4 boys and will go on to represent West
Yorkshire at the National finals in Coventry. A huge thanks to all the staff who have helped to make these events
happen.




WORLD

BOOK
DAY

6 MARCH 2025

A big thank you to all the staff who helped arrange and staff the book fair this week, it was a huge success and we
took £1433.60 resulting over £700 in commission to spend on books!

We have had the most wonderful day today celebrating World Book Day and all the children (and staff) have
impressed us with their brilliant costumes. We’ve had a day of enjoying reading and books through a variety of
activities under the theme of ‘Read your way’, encouraging children to read in a way that they enjoy. Children have
enjoyed mystery readers, extra library time, designing book covers, votes on their favourite authors and presenting to
their class as their chosen book character! Thank you to everyone who made the day happen, especially Mrs Lee who
organised a fantastic day.




BBEST

Batley & Birstall Excellence in Schools Together

For activities in Kirklees
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/
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