NEWSLETTER

This Week

Year 6 have undertaken their final SATs preparation. They have
Spelling and Grammar on Monday, Reading on Tuesday, Maths
Paper 1 and 2 on Wednesday and then Maths Paper 3 on
Thursday. We know that Y6 have been working incredibly hard on
test content and technique and are absolutely ready to shine. We
also know that the tests are a snapshot in time and do not
capture all that make our pupils so great. We understand that
some pupils will be nervous on Sunday night and Monday
morning but each year we see pupils face the tests head on and
fall into their rhythm through the week. We will be welcoming Y6
to their own breakfast club on each day of the tests in order to
make sure that they are fuelled and settled.

Year 6, next week is about doing your best, overcoming a
challenge and feeling proud of yourself for doing your SATs. You

8t May 2026

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is
currently 95.39%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RSR 92.13% RS 96.12%

1P 99.04% 1W 96.63%
2RT 99.14% 2TR 96.12%
3A 95.09% 3S 96.98%
4C 98.78% 4H 95.69%
SPW 95.69% 5S 97.45%
6L 96.76% 6W 94.56%

will always remember them. You all deserve to achieve the targets you have set for yourselves and we

couldn’t be prouder of you, Year 6.
You’ve all got this!

To see activities in the local please click

BBEST  https://www.bbesthubcic.com/

BATLEY & BIRSTALL

Excellence in Supporting Together

We are delighted to inform you that our Windmill Facebook page is now up
and running. To follow our page please use the link
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=-61587792251651)



https://www.bbesthubcic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61587792251651)

Diary Dates:

21° May Reception September 2026 Starters Parent’s Evening

21 May Themed Lunch — Pupils are invited to stay for school meals for our
Italian Themed lunch. Children can choose on the day

22" May Colour Run (See separate letter)

25 — 29t May

Half Term

12" June

Reception Trip to Piglets Adventure Farm (See separate letter)

8t —10™ June

Year 6 Bikeability (see separate letter)

11" June

Year 5 & Year 6 BGHS to watch Matilda (details to follow)

16" June

Year 3 Trip to Magna (see separate letter)

22" — 24% June

Year 6 Trip to Robinwood (see separate letter)

25" June Year 4 Trip to Murton Park (see separate letter)
30" June Year 1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (see separate letter)
7™ July Sports Day (Details to follow)

Year 6 have been thoroughly enjoying their new PE topic, ‘Speed, Distance, Strength’. This week, the children took
part in an exciting jumping game using hoops, where they had to jump through the hoops to steal cones from the
opposing team and see which team could collect the most. To make the game even more fun, if they met another
player along the way, they had to play rock, paper, scissors to determine who could continue. The children showed
fantastic teamwork, determination and enthusiasm throughout the lesson.

In RE, the children explored issues within the local community and discussed ways these problems could be resolved
or improved. They then confidently presented their ideas to the class, demonstrating excellent oracy skills and
thoughtful problem-solving. Some of their wonderful ideas included ways to reduce litter in the area, discourage
parking on double yellow lines and encourage young people to spend less time on screens by taking part in sport
more often.

As part of their SATs preparation this week, Year 6 became teachers for part of the afternoon by marking completed
SATs papers and spotting mistakes made by an ‘imaginary student’. The children found this both fun and frustrating
at times, especially when identifying silly errors! It was a great way to reinforce their understanding and build
confidence ahead of the tests.

Brilliant effort from everyone involved - well done, Year 6!




This week, in Year 5, we have focused on our reading fluency in our guided reading lessons. We are enjoying reading
Cosmic as it is a very expressive book with lots of opportunities to practise our emotions and expressions when
reading speech. We have looked at our tone, tempo and volume when reading and we even listened to the other
class read. In DT, we have continued to make our stuffed toys. It has been lovely seeing them come to life. With the
sports coach, who is currently teaching PE in 5PW, the children designed their own nutritious meals drawing on the
importance of a healthy balanced lifestyle; many children managed to incorporate 5 portions of fruit and vegetables.

=

Year 2 impressed us in PSHE this week. The children learned about secrets and staying safe. We talked about times
when it is good to keep secrets, such as happy surprises, and times when it is not good to keep secrets, especially if
they make us feel worried, upset, or unsafe. The children learned that if a secret makes them feel uncomfortable, it
is important to tell a trusted adult, as adults are there to help keep them safe. They shared sensible ideas and
showed a clear understanding of when it is right to speak up.

The children are very excited that our cress is growing!

We have had another busy and exciting week in Year 1, and the children have worked incredibly hard across all areas
of learning.

In Maths, the children have been exploring equal groups and doubling. They have enjoyed using practical resources
and pictures to help them understand how to share into equal groups and how doubling works. Their confidence is
really growing!

In Curious Quests, we have been learning all about where our food comes from through a non-fiction text. The
children were fascinated to discover how food gets from farms to our plates, and we even had a go at writing our
own recipes, using clear steps and ingredients.

We are incredibly proud of the effort being put into handwriting. The children are focusing hard on letter formation,
spacing and presentation, and it is lovely to see their writing becoming neater and more confident each day.

In PSHE, we talked about people who help us, both in school and in the wider community. The children shared
thoughtful ideas about teachers, caretakers, doctors, firefighters and many more, showing great understanding and
appreciation.

During Geography, we learned about the oceans surrounding the seven continents. The children enjoyed locating
oceans on maps and globes and using new geographical vocabulary.

Well done, Year 1, for another super week of learning — keep up the fantastic effort!



A Flutter of Excitement in Reception! It has been an incredibly busy and exciting week for our youngest learners! We
are thrilled to welcome some tiny new members to our classroom, our very own caterpillars. The children are eagerly
watching them grow and are counting down the days until they transform into beautiful butterflies.

This week our learning took flight as we explored the Life Cycle of a Butterfly and used our focus text, The Very
Hungry Caterpillar, helping children immerse themselves in themed activities across all areas of provision. They have
been making butterfly gardens, using 2D shapes to make their own caterpillars and participated in a hunt for the
hungry caterpillars menu allowing opportunities for writing numbers and words independently.

Next week, our adventure continues as we dive into the world of Minibeasts. This topic will serve as a perfect bridge
into our upcoming focus on Gardening and the Great Outdoors as we approach the half-term break.

With the seasons changing and the world waking up with a fresh burst of greenery, it is a perfect time to explore
nature at home. Whether it’s a walk in the park or a hunt in the garden, making links to what we are learning in class
really helps bring the children's education to life!

A Quick Weather Reminder - As the sun begins to make more frequent appearances, though the weather remains a
bit unpredictable, please ensure your child has a sun hat in their bag. This ensures they can stay comfortable and
protected during our outdoor learning sessions. Thank you for your continued support!

In Resourced Provision this week, we are learning about the ocean as a habitat. The children enjoyed a craft activity
where we made an ocean scene on a paper plate. They were really proud of their finished pictures.

Year 3. This week in Science, we sorted different rocks into their properties using a flow chart. We asked yes and no
guestions to help us decide where each rock belonged. In English, we have started our new writing unit. We are
learning how to write a blog article about the earthquake that happened in Turkey in 2023. In RE, we wrote a diary
entry from Mary’s perspective during Holy Week. We thought carefully about her thoughts and feelings during this
important time.




