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This Week 06" March 2026
We have had children representing school at the West Yorkshire
Cross Country finals. Their journey to the final started early in the Whole school attendance to date

autumn term when nearly 100 pupils attended the Cross Country
event at Batley Sports Centre. This year we had teams and
individuals in the final who ran a very muddy and challenging course
at Temple Newsam in Leeds. We are very proud of our runners who
took part and were incredible. They are a credit to Windmill.

Whole school attendance is
currently 95.26%
This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RSR 91.85% RS 99.31%

This week Year 3 also visited Bagshaw Museum to take part in an 1P 99.23% 1W 100%

Egyptians day. They got to handle Egyptian artefacts and learn about
the role of an archaeologist. We want to thank the Year 3 team for 2RT 92.41% 2TR 95.86%
organising such a wonderful trip and we know that the children 3A 96.21% 3S 96.07%

again represented school beautifully. 4C 97 .42% 4H 93.1%

We finished the week with World Book Day. We want to thank you 5PW 97% 5S 96.9%
for supporting this. After more than 20 years it is still a day that
children love and we were amazed by the costumes and creativity.
Thank you also for supporting the book fair. This generates
commission for the school that is taken in books. It is a good way for us to be able to resource the school
library as well as class readers.

6L 98.93% 6W 98.57%

We have also had parents evening this week which concludes next Tuesday. It is really important that you
have the opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher at this point in the year. With half a year left of
learning there is lots that we can do to support your child by working together. Please do make an
appointment for Tuesday if you haven’t done this yet. The office staff are happy to help. We have rearranged
Mrs Swales appointments to Monday 16" March, any appointments booked have been carried over to the
same time.

Healthy Breaktime Snacks

Children in EYFS and KS1 have a healthy breaktime snack provided for free by the government.

For children in KS2 a morning snack is often necessary and we allow children to bring these to school. We have
noticed that most children are bringing healthy snacks but some children are bringing in unhealthy breaktime
snacks such as biscuits and crisps. These are not permitted, not healthy and not fair to those who are following
the guidelines we have set.

Breaktime snacks should be healthy and include things like fruit, vegetables, dairy and low sugar baked goods:
Fruit: Bananas, satsumas, grapes (halved), apples, pear slices, berries, melon, raisins, and dried fruits.
Vegetables: Carrot sticks, cucumber sticks, pepper strips, cherry tomatoes, and sugar snap peas. Dairy & Protein:
Yogurt (plain/fromage frais), cheese cubes, Babybel, or hard-boiled eggs.

Carbs & Baked Goods: Plain breadsticks, rice cakes, oatcakes, malt loaf, banana bread, or crackers.

Water is important for children to stay hydrated and fruit juice is not permitted unless at lunchtime.

Please note we do not allow nuts in school.

Staff have been asked to monitor breaktime snacks being consumed by children and we ask that you support
this by sending healthy snacks only. Thank you



Diary Dates:

10" Mar 26 Parents Evening

13" Mar 26 Pre-Loved Uniform Sale

23 Mar 26 Easter Service, St Saviour’s Church (see separate letter)
27" Mar 26 INSET Day school closed to pupils

30" Mar — 10" Ap 26 Easter Break

13™ Apr 26 First day back for pupils

For local activities and local days out please click the link below:
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

The sun came out for the School Games, West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals at Temple Newsam on Tuesday. We
had a wonderful day and congratulations to all that took part. Fabulous effort from runners and a huge thank you
for all the organisers, staff and children that assisted to the make day run smoothly.

In Provision this week, we have been learning about the festival of Holi. We have done lots of colourful activities,
including making a rainbow using different textured materials. In food making, we made colourful fruit kebabs and
we have also had fun painting.



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

This week, our Year 5 class took part in Play Leader training, where the children learned a variety of games to help
support younger pupils and keep lunchtimes fun and active. Application forms have been sent home for those who
would like to become Play Leaders, and children can indicate whether they would prefer to work with EYFS, KS1 or
KS2. They are already looking forward to their second round of training. In DT, the class showed great creativity while
designing and building bridges, exploring different structures and how they can be made strong and stable. We
finished the week by celebrating World Book Day, with many fantastic costumes on display. The children also
designed their own book tokens and took part in an exciting quiz.

This week, Year 6 have worked incredibly hard during their assessments and we are very proud of all of them! They
have shown great resilience and confidence; while also demonstrating all the knowledge and skills they have been
developing this year. Alongside the tests, we made sure to enjoy some well-deserved brain breaks, including using
the noodles to drum along to songs and taking advantage of the sunshine with a whole-cohort game of rounders. In
PSHE, the children also showed off their excellent oracy skills by becoming “agony aunts,” offering thoughtful advice
and discussing different problems. They took part in a Harkness discussion about challenges faced by the Vikings,
sharing ideas respectfully and building on each other’s thoughts.
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This week, Year 2 have continued their work on the book Cameron Can Too. They absolutely love the starter song —
The Penguin Dance Song — ask them to sing it for you at home! The children have been busy ordering and sequencing
pictures from the story, matching sentences to key events and writing dictated sentences to build accuracy and
confidence in their writing. They are becoming much more familiar with the text and are really enjoying diving
deeper into Cameron’s journey. Some of the children have also been working on writing the letter k with a loop in
their handwriting and they loved using chalk to rehearse the movement and develop control in their letter
formation.

This week in Year 3 we have been continuing our exciting History topic, “Why were the Ancient Egyptians so
clever?”. The children have been learning all about the mummification process and why it was so important to the
Ancient Egyptians.

To help us understand the process, we carried out our own mummification experiment using fruit. The children
explored the different stages involved and discussed why each step was necessary to preserve the body. This hands-
on activity helped us prepare for our upcoming explanation writing in English, where the children will soon be writing
their own explanation texts about how mummification worked.

We also had a fantastic trip to Bagshaw Museum. The children had a wonderful time exploring the museum and
learning more about Ancient Egyptian life and artefacts. They especially enjoyed becoming archaeologists for the
day by taking part in a sand tray dig, where they carefully searched for and uncovered hidden artefacts. It was a
brilliant opportunity to practise observation skills and think about how historians learn about the past.




We have had an amazing week in Reception, continuing our learning around celebrations with the focus of ‘Chinese
New Year’. Children have loved learning about Ruby’s Chinese New Year in drawing club and have produced
outstanding pieces of work.

We have been very fortunate of the weather this week, we have explored both the playground and field to share our
own creations, such as building and creating dragons.

In maths this week, we have strengthened our understanding of repeating patterns. Children have been able to
create their own patterns, tell the rules of patterns and spot mistakes within them.

We have loved to share with the children our favourite stories and learn about theirs.

The children in Year 1 have been very busy this week.

In Maths, the children have started learning about measuring length and height. They explored this by using cubes
and centimetres (cm) to measure different objects around the classroom. The children enjoyed comparing which
objects were longer, shorter, taller and shorter, and they worked brilliantly together to record their measurements.

In Curious Quests, something very unusual happened... aliens landed in our classroom! The children used their
fantastic imaginations and a range of adjectives to describe what the aliens looked like. We heard some wonderful
descriptive words and the children were very excited to share their ideas.

During Computing, the class has been using the iPads very responsibly. The children showed great focus and
confidence while completing their activities, and it has been lovely to see them developing their digital skills so well.

In RE, we explored fables, including The Hare and the Tortoise. We used the story to think about the important
values we follow in our school, discussing lessons such as perseverance, kindness and doing our best.

Finally, World Book Day was a huge success! The children looked absolutely incredible in their costumes and it was
wonderful to celebrate our love of reading together.

Well done Year 1 for another fantastic week of learning!

What a brilliant week we’ve had in Year 4. In science, we are looking at our digestive system. We started by looking
at teeth. We looked at different animal teeth and the different kinds of teeth; we then gave each other check-ups
and counted all the teeth we had. We have started out fractions topic in Maths and we are writing a diary entry in
English based on a short animation called 'The Lighthouse'. Year 4 have tried so hard this week and it's been so lovely
to have them back and hear about everyone's holidays. Well done year 4!

Year 4 are doing orienteering in PE this term and this means we will often be going outside and walking through
the fields. With the atrocious weather we've had over the last few weeks if your child has any wellies, walking
boots or old trainers that they won't mind getting muddy could we ask that they bring them in. Thank you!




