&2 NEWSLETTER

2" May 2025
This Week
We have enjoyed unseasonably warm weather and have Whole school attendance to date
made the most of this at lunchtime by making use of our huge Whole school attendance is currently
field and grounds. It has been great to see the whole school 96.40%
playing on the field which has allowed KS2 children to mix This is below our target of 97%

with their younger siblings and friends. TR AT R g T T

All children need to bring weather appropriate clothing to RH 98.82%, RS 98.11%

school each day. With the current weather children should 1P 98.67%, 1W 99.33%
bring a hat and a water bottle each day and preferably have 2C 98.67%, 2TP 98.67%
sun cream applied in the morning. 3R 98.00%, 3S 97.42%
Attendance continues to improve and we are holding another 4D 99.00%, 4H 97.67%
raffle for an amazing Pokémon box set worth over £50 and 5G 96.67%, 5P 95.52%
kindly donated to the school. Anyone with 100% attendance 6L 96.67%, 6W 96.67%

for the first 4 weeks of term will be entered and have a
chance to win the prize. Last time the prize was gratefully received by one of our Y6 pupils. Even if you are
not a Pokémon fan these are valuable prizes and well worth winning.

Can we please remind parents/carers to park considerately and not block driveways and pathways for the
local residents. We do know parking spaces are tight and there is lots of traffic but please drive safety.

There has been confirmed cases of head lice around school. Please check your children’s hair and treat
where necessary.

Diary Dates:
5t May 2025 Bank Holiday
15t May 2025 Mexican Themed Lunch
26— 30" May 2025 Half Term (26" May Bank holiday)
2" 4t June 2025 Y6 Robinwood Residential
11* June 2025 Y3 Trip to Magna (see separate letter)
13* June 2025 Rec Trip Piglets Adventure Farm (see separate letter)
18" June 2025 Y4 Murton Park (See separate letter)
19*" June 2025 Sports Day
26" June 2025 Y1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (see separate letter)
17 July 2025 Y6 Leavers Church Service (details to follow)
21° July 2025 INSET Day — School closed to pupils
22" July 2025 INSET DAY — School closed to pupils




In year 2 we have started to learn African dance in PE this week. Mrs Hartley, our specialist dance teacher, has linked
our dance lessons to our Geography learning. We have learnt about the origins of African dance and some
movements to the beat of an African drum. Super focus so far from year 2! In DT we have started a sewing module of
learning. This week we needed to be our most patient selves whilst learning to thread a needle! Next, we learnt what
running stitch is and had a go at this too. In science we are looking at plants and seeds. We enjoyed planting some
seeds and are waiting to see what will happen to them.

In Year 1 this week we have dived into some non-fiction writing learning about different creatures in the ocean. From
colour-changing octopus to 3m long tuna that can be heavier than horses, and deadly, carnivorous sharks!

In DT we have looked at different fruit and vegetables. We cut some open to look for seeds so we could work out
whether they grew on a tree or in the ground. We will carry on thinking about some of these fruits and which flavours
will work well together in order to make some fruit smoothies in the upcoming weeks!

Reminder- If anyone has any Read Write Inc books at home that have been there a while, please send them back in
with your child so we can get them ready for the next groups that will need them. Thanks!

Year 4 have had a busy week! We have enjoyed PE in the lovely weather for our new topic: '‘Run, Jump, Throw'. In DT
pupils have worked on making a car Chassis and launch mechanism for their Slingshot cars. We will work on designing
the body of the car in the following lessons and test our cars! In geography, pupils have enjoyed learning about the
Roman empire and were amazed to learn how many countries it reigned over when using their map skills. We are
enjoying our English learning gathering information about Rome for our persuasive leaflet! Well done for another
brilliant week year 4!

In science, pupils are learning about living things in rural and urban places and what lives in in certain habitats and
environments. We explored living things in the school grounds. We looked computational thinking and abstraction in
our Computing lesson and completed some activities in which we had to follow instruction super closely.

|




We have had another fabulous week in Year 5 this week. In computing, we have continued without unit all about stop
motion animation. We worked with modelling dough to create some small animations inspired by Wallace and Gromit.
In our English lessons, we have continued our learning all about the plague and discussed whether we should leave the
village of Eyam or not. This will then help to inspire our diary entries. Y5 have started their new unit on forces. We
tested Aristotle's theory of the heavier the object, the faster it falls, by dropping cupcakes cases from a height and
increasing the amount each time. We concluded that his theory was wrong and it did not matter how many cupcake
cases were dropped, they all fell in the same time. In DT, we have started making our bridges out of wood using our
measuring and sawing skills.

For our next unit in DT, we will be making our own teddies/stuffed toys. To make them, we are asking
for any unwanted pieces of clothing or fabric that could be used as scraps to sew our stuffed toys. This
may be items of clothing that no longer fits, an outgrown favourite T-shirt that they no longer require,
old bedding or any old material. If you have any to donate or bring in, we would be ever so grateful.
Please note that we do not need anything new and do not expect children to bring in any clothes that
they cherish or that still fits them.

The children in 5P filled their smiley chart last half term and as a reward, they decided they would like a
movie afternoon and to bring in a soft toy. This will be happening on the afternoon of Thursday 22nd
May. Children can bring in a stuffed toy but it must fit in their bag for safe keeping. Many thanks

Miss Phillips and Miss Poole

As part of our Growing topic, we have been exploring different herbs in provision this week; the children were
smelling and tasting mint and basil. We have also been playing with water — O enjoyed squirting the chalkboards
with her sprayer and T enjoyed when the adults squirted his hands with it.




Year 6 have been working hard in the run up to SATs and enjoying some movement breaks in between. They have
been using noodles to drum on the desks alongside a video with upbeat music. All pupils enjoyed following the

video and working on their rhythm skills, this is also a great opportunity to get out of their chairs and give their
minds a rest from all the hard work!

Due to the beautiful weather, Year 6 took the chance to invite their Year 4 reading buddies outside to enjoy the
weather. They love hearing the younger children read and supporting them with their understanding. As well as

this, the Year 6 pupils have been writing in their reading records and giving their children feedback on their fluency
skills. Well done Year 6 and 4!

This week in Year 3 we have started our new topic in Computing - 'Journey inside a computer'. We looked at what a
computer is, as well as, inputs and outputs. The children even role-played how the computer sends and receives
messages from input devices to output devices. From this, they were able to create some fantastic posters that
they are looking forward to finishing next week. In Maths, we worked practically to compare the volume and

capacity of liquids. It was great to see so many children finding the mass and capacity of different household items
in last week's homework.

It's been a beautiful, sunny week in Reception as we have
continued to study dinosaurs. This week we have been sharing
facts about dinosaurs and the children have shown a great
interest in learning about herbivores and carnivores. We asked a
palaeontologist (who looked a lot like Mrs. Greenup) some
guestions and became palaeontologists as we searched the
outside areas for fossils and used our tools to clean and identify
them. In drawing club, we created fact files about some of our

favourite dinosaurs.

In Maths, we have continued learning numbers to 20. The children have taken on this tricky challenge well and
have shown strong skills and counting up to 20 as well as identifying the numerals.

The sunshine has meant we have spent plenty of time in our outside areas and the children have particularly
enjoyed reading stories outside. Thanks to everyone for bringing creams, hats and water bottles this week. If you
have these things please pack them, especially on the warmer days.
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