NEWSLETTER

This Week 4t October 2024

We have started parent tours for those looking for Reception places

in September 2025. It was lovely to show groups around during the Whole school attendance to date
school day and to let them see how calm, purposeful and happy Whole school attendance is currently
school is on a typical day. We don't put on a show for these things as 97.18%

what we do day and day out is enough. Our pupils always make us

R ) This is above our target of 97%
proud and when put on the spot Year 2 said things like:

Class attendance for this week

'In our school we do everything in love. That means we are kind to RH 98% RS 96.54%

others". 1P 97%, 1W 98%,
'We get chance to do things for others. | was in Makaton council.' 2C 99.31%. 2TP 97.33%
'The teachers help us and make sure we keep up even when we get

stuck’. 3R 99%, 35 99.33%

4D 98.97%, 4H 96.30%
If you know someone who has a child who will be of school age in

September 2025 please encourage them to book on a tour. This year 5G 93.45%, 5P 96.21%

the declining birth rate impacted on the size of our intake and 6L 98.62%, 6W 98.62%
schools are funded on the number of pupils they have. Filling places

in therefore vital and we need your help marketing our school.

Similarly, if you have a local business or work with young children and would be happy to take a poster or flyers
then please contact the school office.

In other news, today we held the recruitment process for our Head Pupils. This year we have dropped Head
Boy/Girl and have advertised for Head Pupils. Children were asked to prepare a speech which included their
suitability and vision for the role. They were also interviewed by leaders. The standard was incredibly high and has
made the process difficult for leaders to decide. The reality is that all of the pupils could have been selected as
they are all fantastic role models

Parking — We would like to remind everyone about safe and considerate driving and parking. We have had
complaints from local residents who have been blocked in because people have been parking over their driveways
and complaints of unsafe parking and dangerous driving around school. Please be mindful when parking/driving
near school.

: ‘V j}l We are delighted to announce that Mrs Swales has recently given birth to a
. B beautiful baby girl, Clara. Congratulations to Mr & Mrs Swales.

Our Prospective Open Events for new starters in September 2025 are now open and
tickets can be booked via our website:
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

For activities in Kirklees -https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

https://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/kirklees-send-newsletters/kirklees-send-
newsletters/september-2024-kirklees-send-newsletter/



https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/
https://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/kirklees-send-newsletters/kirklees-send-newsletters/september-2024-kirklees-send-newsletter/
https://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/kirklees-send-newsletters/kirklees-send-newsletters/september-2024-kirklees-send-newsletter/

Diary Dates:

10t Oct Individual/siblings’ photos — children should be in uniform
22" Oct Flu vaccinations
25% Oct INSET Day, school closed to children

28" Oct — 1 Nov Half term

4 Nov 1%t day back for children

6 Nov Y5 Trip to The Tropical Butterfly House (see separate letter)

All children should come to school in full uniform on Thursday
10" for the school photos.

We have had such a busy week in provision: Mabel has visited us again; we have had a birthday to celebrate (Happy
Birthday F); we have been tasting different citrus fruits which caused some interesting reactions and in food making
we used lots of different muscles in our hands to put some icing and then eyes onto oreo biscuits.

We've had a super fun week in Y2! In Maths, we've used lots of practical equipment to secure our
understanding of the 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables. In Science, we conducted an investigation as part of
our materials unit. In Guided Reading, we had a lesson focusing on our Oracy skills. We've been
reading a book called The Wumps World and on Wednesday we explored how the Wump's World
has changed since the messy Pollutians invaded. We listened well to others and spoke confidently to
share our ideas. In English, we have been looking at instructions and how to write them. We ended
the week making our own Frobscottle (a drink from The BFG book) which we then will turn into a set of instructions.
Here is what some of the children said about trying Frobscottle:

"It tasted fizzy." - BT :
"It tasted good!" - S

"It looks very green." - M

"It was fantastic!" - L




The weather didn't stop our learning this week in the Bungalow. We have been practising our letter formation in lots
of different ways and continued to explore the outdoors come rain or shine.

Year 3. In English, we have started a new unit and the children are going to be writing a narrative based on a book
called, Stone Age Boy. To get the children engaged in the text, we created 'caves' in the classroom where the children
did their own cave art about their lives. We also set up stations with gift bags full of words. The children visited each
station to generate and write expanded noun phrases for different part of the story. They were very enthusiastic to
find the words in the gift bags.

In DT, we have been looking at seasonal food. The children had the opportunity to cut and peel the food but the best
part was tasting it!

G and A said that they had never had carrot before but after trying it, said they liked it.

B said, 'l loved everything!'

N loved the pear the most and F and E really enjoyed peeling the carrots and cucumbers.
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Reception has had an incredible week learning about the bear hunt. The children have explored all their senses
through going on a bear hunt trail, inside and outside, using natural resources such as pine cones, leaves and mud.
They have used their storytelling skills to recreate the story and use their actions on the windmill walk. In drawing
club, they have been putting their own spin on the story by creating different places for where the bear lives.

In Maths, we have been learning about patterns, children are able to spot patterns within the classroom and create
their own using a variety of objects. The children have been amazing in read write inc, they are starting recall some
sounds and beginning to write them.

Please could we ask for junk model resources for next week, such as; empty boxes, bottles, egg cartons and plastic
containers. The children have all received their library books, could these be returned by the 9th October for RS and

16th October for RH to allow them to exchange their books. Thank you.




Year 6 have been exploring the creation story in RE and using their oracy skills to discuss their opinions/views. They
used 'traversing' to line up and discuss their thoughts with a partner, then they moved down the line and discussed
this with a new person until they were able to articulate their thoughts and build on each other's ideas. Working on

our oracy skills has really helped the children feel confident enough to build and challenge each other in a positive
way.

Year 4 have enjoyed getting stuck into their guided reading books using lots of their oracy skills. They were brilliant at
Church for our Harvest Festival Service and we are very proud of them for speaking confidently. We experimented
melting some materials at different temperatures and freezing to see the changes of states of some liquids and

solids. In RE children explores how Noah's story links to how we live in school and the wider world. We looked at how
some symbols are used in a Christian wedding ceremony similar to the symbol in Noah's story representing God's
promise to Noah. We look forward to seeing you next week for another great week of learning!

Children enjoyed our American Theme Lunch on Thursday. Thank you to the
catering team for such a lovely lunch.

o Have you got

creative ideas
o to raise funds?
in while?

Do you like a brew,
Do your children biscuit and a

enjoy school events chat once a term?
such as movie nights?




6pm-8pm

STRONGER TOGETHER

Charity No. 1147436

PCAN Cuppa and Chat

Holmfirth Library, 47 Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth, HD9 3JH

Monday 9th September
Monday 7th October
Monday 11th November
Monday 9th December

09.30- 12:00

The Zone, St Andrews Road, Huddersfield, HDI 6PT

Thursday 12th September -Transport and Healthwatch
*Thursday 10th October -Adult transition team
*Thursday 14th November -Adult transition team
*Thursday 12th December

PCAN has exclusive access to The Zone including the new y Room* P y 12th Sep ).

9:30 am-12:00

Thornhill Lees Community Centre, 53 Brewery Lane, D

Wednesday 11th September -Transport
Wednesday 9th October

Wednesday 13th November
Wednesday 11th December

Under 6's welcome

9:30 am-12:00

Ravensthorpe Community Centre, 24 Garden

Monday 14th October 2024
Monday 16 December 2024

9:30 am-12:00

Al-Hikmah Centre, 28 Track Road, Batley, WFI7 7AA

Wednesday 18th Sep 2024
Wednesday 20th November 2024

More Info: info@pcankirklees.org




