NEWSLETTER
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This Week 31% January 2025

This week we have been thinking about compassion in
worship. We have talked about the ways in which people can
feel isolated and what we can do to help each other. We have
talked about the actions that can make people feel isolated
and for children this can happen on the playground and even
online when we are excluded form a game or group chat.
WhatsApp and Snapchat continue to cause some issues for
older children. Whilst they are able to regulate their actions 1P 98.67%, 1W 99.00%
and maintain good friendships during face to face time with
peers, they are finding the online world more challenging. It is
said that 55% of communication is through body language and 3R 92.07%, 35 99.68%
38% through tone. As such, online messages are not 4D 92.33%, 4H 95.67%
communicating what we’d want them to communicate and
those sending the message are missing feedback from the
interactions. The result is that children say things and do 6L 96.21%, 6W 90.67%
things online that they wouldn’t say or do in person. This can

be hurtful and lead to others feeling isolated and upset. We would ask that you monitor your child’s
phone use and support them in the way that they are communicating with others.

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
96.40%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RH 97.14%, RS 96.92%

2C95.33%, 2TP 97.67%

5G 95.33%, 5P 96.90%

The BeMoreRuby Fund - Raising Awareness of Sudden Cardiac Death in young people

One of our families suffered the tragic loss of a wife and mother in October 2023. The cause of death was
attributed to an undiagnosed genetic heart condition called Sudden Arythmyic Death Syndrome (SADs). The
family have since been campaigning to raise awareness of this hidden killer which takes 12 people aged 35 and
under every week in the UK alone. They are currently raising funds to provide heart screenings for young people
in the community in conjunction with the charity Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY). The family would like to invite
everyone to follow their journey or find out more via the links below:

https://www.c-r-y.org.uk/ruby-lockwood/

https://www.instagram.com/bemorerubylockwood?igsh=c2kxMGQyeHZON2ds

Lost Property
The items shown are in the office as lost property. Please note if this is

not claimed by Feb Half Term all items will be either donated or disposed
of. Thank you.



https://www.c-r-y.org.uk/ruby-lockwood/
https://www.instagram.com/bemorerubylockwood?igsh=c2kxMGQyeHZ0N2ds

Diary Dates:

6" Feb 2025 Y5 Maya Workshop (see separate letter)

7" Feb 2025 POW pre-loved uniform sale. KS2 building, 8.30am
13" Feb 2025 Y5 Young Voices (see separate letter)

14 Feb 2025 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

17— 21 Feb 2025 Half term

4t & 6™ Mar 2025 Parents Evening

6" Mar 2025 Cross Country Finals

5% May 2025 Bank Holiday

26" — 30t May 2025 Half Term

B B EST For activities in Kirklees
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Batley & Birstall Excellence in Sehools Together

Well done to all the children who took part in the Kirklees cross country running final last Tuesday. We
were proud to take lots of children who had been successful at the initial event back in October.

We are delighted that some of these children did so well that their cross country journey continues and we
now have a team and several individuals through to the West Yorkshire finals! These children will
compete in March, representing Kirklees against children from Bradford, Leeds and Calderdale. This is
best result in our school history so all these children have done particularly well. These children will have
received a letter letting them know about the next race.

Good luck runners!

This week we have been looking at the story of the 3 little pigs. We have made pictures of houses using different
materials and have made pigs from rice cakes in our making session. It would be great if you could read some
traditional stories with your child at home.

We have celebrated Chinese New Year this week in the Bungalow. We learned all about the story of new year and
how each year was named by the Emperor. We made a hand print dragon and used our fine motor skills to cut out
wriggly snakes. We used books to research facts about snakes and wrote our favourite fact for English.



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Year 3 have had a lovely week role-playing in English. The children worked in groups to act out our writing hook 'For
the Birds'. They incorporated dialogue, thinking about what the birds are saying to each other as well as their actions.
We have some brilliant actors in Year 3 who thought about their audience when speaking. These skills were also used
in Guided Reading as the children summarised a chapter of our book in a traverse style.
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In guided reading this week in year 2, children enjoyed opening a mysterious envelope full of mixed questions and
answers. Being reading detectives, children used the book we are reading to match up the questions and answers. We
even had a go at writing some of our own. In PE we enjoyed more of our yoga lessons. The theme of the yoga is the
rainforest and whilst listening to our rainforest sounds, we created the shapes of different animals to help us stretch

and focus. Relaxing under a blanket at the end is always a favourite for many! In DT we loved making our own levers
with cardboard and paper fasteners.

This week in Year 1, we have been working hard with our subtraction skills. We've used tens frames, number lines and
pictures to help us take away different numbers from each other.

In DT, we have designed puppets! We are going to create our characters out of felt and other materials to get used to
working with textiles.

We have also done some super work in History, testing out some toys that people used to play with in the past. We
compared them to the toys we play with now and noticed some big similarities and differences!




It has been a great week in Reception as we have celebrated Lunar New Year. The children have been fascinated with
the Lunar New Year story and have used the animals as inspiration in all sorts of different drawings, role play and
spellings. They took their excitement for the topic outside and ran their own Chinese restaurant, creating menus,
cooking ‘noodles’ and even putting on a musical performance for their guests. The children really embraced this topic
and often created their own games based on the drawing club story of The Great Race.

In Maths we have revisited mass and capacity but increasingly the children’s understanding and vocabulary by
showing them how to order objects by weight and measure the capacity of containers by using different objects.

In our Understanding the World lesson, the children looked at directional language and successfully navigated beebots
over and under bridges and around the classroom. The children were so excited by this lesson that they have been
continually using the beebots in their provision and have been able to deepen their understanding of directional
language.

Due to a missed library trip before Christmas we wanted to send confirmation of library weeks for each class. RH’s
next visit will be next Wednesday (5% Feb) and RS the following Wednesday (12" Feb).

Could we also ask that children are reminded if they bring in lip balm that they need to keep it in their bag and not
share it with other children.
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Have a lovely weekend,

The Reception team

We have had another brilliant week this week in Year 4. Children have worked super hard on their hot write writing an
informal letter and writing it up to publish it. We learnt about the Greek education system and had a go at using the
Greek alphabet to write some sentences. In Music, children had an enjoyable afternoon using Glockenspiels to play a
walking bass line. We have started to sew our book sleeves in DT and look forward to some creative fastening that
children will sew over the next few weeks. Have a lovely weekend!

This week, Year 5 have had a fabulous week learning how to be the best playleaders. They worked hard to
learn games and then worked with Year 3 to show off their new skills. In DT, the children have enjoyed
looking at different recipes of the popular dish, Bolognese in preparation for our cooking lesson. We looked
at alternative recipes and were quite surprised at some of the ingredients. The strangest ingredient the
children in 5P found was milk and a ghost pepper! In Maths, we have started our unit on multiplication and
division. To help with these lessons, please can we ask that children are regularly accessing TT Rockstars at
home.




There's a very good chance you've heard of Fortnite, but what exactly is it? And why is it so popular
amongst young people? Fortnite is an online multiplayer "battle royale” game developed by Epic Games,
and is playable on Playstation 4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC and mobiles. It gained popularity in late

2017 and has since become the biggest game in the world, thanks to its rapid and engaging gameplay.
As with most games, Fortnite itself is a highly enjoyable and safe axperience, but it pays to be vigilant,

FORTNITE

1@ 5 What parents need fo know abou
L

as the safety is not water tight.

BATTLE ROYALE

'BATTLE ROYALE

 Battle Royale gamas have become very popular

~ over the last couple of yoars, and most tendto

 follow a very similar setup. Taking Fortnite as an
cxample, 100 players drop into 3 map, loot
‘buildings for d and ptto

_ beatall the ather playors to be crowmed victor at

~ the end. If you've ever soen the Hunger Games
movics, you'll have an idea of what this ontails.

- Each game can take up to 20 minutes [aswuming

you last to the end] and can be restarted relatively

- Quickly once 100 frae playars have been found,

10 weeks orso Fortnite Is updated with a
e season, This essentially adds nevs things.
¢z skins and emotes to the game, while also
etines changing up the gamemapin
resting ways, hese seasons ave frea to
don't ire additional

&y, though battle passes for each season
plhe boughtvith v-Bucks, A battle pass will
| a playerto eam experlence

and gain fun I_nby_

National
Online
Safety”

#WakeUpWednesday

BUYING V-BUCKS

As mentioned, Fortnite does contain e
urchases and microtransactions In the form of
~Bucks which can be bought with real mangy, If

you do dedide ta let your young one spend

maney in the game, be sure to delete your card
infonmation aftarwavds as it can ba vary aasy to

Eumhm more items at the press of & few
uttons, IUs important to set a limit on any

purchases (as 1 d they are absolutely not

necassary to play the gamel and a suggastion
would be capping the spending at around L50-
this Is the normal retall price of a game

TALKTO OTHER
PARENTS / CARERS

If yau're concerned about play timeor
spending money In the game, talk to
other parants and carers of your child’s
frimnds. I you approach sa s collective, it
will be easler to knows when thelr frlends
ave online and you don't have to worry
about who they're playing with. Itcan
albso help curb expectations on spending
money on battle passes and skins if
stick logether.

friends who own the gamaon a

IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE?

Fortnite Is at the foraf fgami idicti
discussions becausa it is so papular with yaung peopla.

But whoth ly b to gaming addiction I
up for debhate. WHO (World Haalth Ovganizatian) have

- dassified gaming az a legiti ddiction, butthis is not
solaly ith F ita. Signs of addicts
include irritability when nat playing, lying about the
~amount af time played and a precccupation with thoughts

of the next gaming session, Realistically, it must be down

and carers to and

 actaccordingly iF they think they are developing.

2 of the vonderful things abourt Fortnite s that it
be played cross-platform. This meansthatne
yStation 4, Abocnsetd thiycon playwith |
tation ne can play with
i w&ﬁu«n»hﬁom.
To do this, an Epic Ganies account must first be
created online twhich |s free) and then linked with
ur platforn account, Doing this removes the
old bouvndar.{ofnot belng able to play together
se you don't have the same console and opens

Fortnite Batthe Royale Is an enline game, and as such,
there |s a chanca that young children could come Into
contact with strangers who are randomly placed inta
their groups in a game. it's dilficult o predict what
amﬂ'sevxerson might sayor do Inagime. soft'sa good
idaa fior frinnds playing together, to ba grouped tagathear.
The only real countermeasure to intzracting with
strangers offerad by Fortalte isto tum off all mic
communicatians, which can bo done in the game’s
s=ttings. Using outside chat apps, like Skype or Discord
while plaﬂing. is a graat way to make suré you know who
you're talklng to and that nobody else s listening In.

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

It's often cvarlooked just how good
gaming can be for young people,
Fortnite encourages taarm play, quick
and complax problem sohing and
communicatian; Ihat's not to mention
the lighming fast reflexes gamers an
devalop, While faking bresks to do
other activities is of course impartant,
there are benefits ta screen time which
might not be mmediately obvlous,

{nark Foster has worked n the gaming Industry for 5 years as a writer, editor
nd presenter, He Is the curvent gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming
news sites In the world, UNILAD Gaming and GAMINGhible. Starting gaming

N 3 Youhq ag:

htipa:;wumtheguanian.comgumasI0 Rmari0Tifortn e -bat,

FREETO PLAY... ORIS IT?

While Fortnite is technically free to play [in that
it ki it it with eulin:

¥ P! paying
itdoes come with the caveat that spending
moncy an things liks skins and cmotes
in-gama is heavily pushed ta players, The
currcncy uscd ingame is called 'V-Bucks"and
can be bought with real money through the
gamc’s anlinc store. s wovth remembering
that these purchases are absolutely not
nocessary, arc cosmetic only and that V- Bucks
K be nd i ith ,L F i J 4 li"'n

* Fortnite has been rated by the ESRB
|Entertammant Software Ratings Board} as
L2en, as it contsi i d the

APONS andxtsdeplcnenf Inthefnme ane
ome way removed from their real life
spirations. Characters don't dravs blaod when
ot and instead of dying, they are simply
med up off the map, Naturally, players
an the recommended mitwill

@ Top Tips for farents

GAMING WITH STRANGERS w

LIMITTIME, BUT BE FLEXIBLE

A game of Fortnlte can last up to
20 minutes, so ba flexible whan
it's timeto put it away. The
approach of one more game' as
opposed to 10 more minutes’
will stop any complaints that a
match is still ongoing, Better
still, play with your child and
take it in tums; that way you're
helping control the time played
and can keep an eye on what
they're experlendng.

PLAY THE GAME
YOURSELF

Theres no substitute for sitting down
and playing the game yourself to learn
allaboutit Fortnita ic available for fraa
on ulmust snything you can imayine,
even your smartphone, so theve'’s nevey
bean a bettey time to get invohed and
see what all the fussis about. You never
know, you might even be able to imprass
_yourcglldven when you show them your

impressive Victary Royale tallyt

htpasit v pa g cocom ! 20 THV 12541 F 1404 arn sl

Hayse akoatnr, httpalivaw. prychg bah

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Twitter - @natonlinesafety

’ Qe a7, it mwwesch orpiorhings' S4SH orin ()

Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety

Usors of this gulda do o at thaly own discration. No Habllity Is enterad Into. Currant as of tha date of ralense: 21,08.2019




@Klrklees = sportworks &yKirklees

COUNCIL COUNCIL

TR RE

FEBRUARY HALF T[I?M FUN
KIRKLEES E"*wg
SHORT BREAKS /1.5

i
Packed full of fun and enriching activities to provide Ewé_

your child with the ultimate fun and safe experience.

Come and make friends with other children and try m @

new things!

THURSDAY 20TH FEBRUARY
8-13 YEARS 12:00-4:00PM
@HECKMONDWIKE SPORTS CLUB, WF16 9ED

Inclusive Short Breaks programme, designed for children and young people with SEND.
Staffing ratio 1:4 and children must be referred by the local authority.

For more information please contact:
rachael.bland@sportworksltd.co.uk



