& NEWSLETTER

This Week 30 January 2026

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is
currently 95.17%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RSR 97.41% RS 98.28%

1P 94.23% 1W 97.6%

This week we have seen even more oracy than usual. As you
know we have been focussing on learning to and through talk
(oracy) for a number of years. Next week we will be hosting a
showcase morning for Headteachers in the local area and those
from LDLT (The Academy Trust we will be joining this year). They
will meet pupils and staff and will spend time watching our
amazing pupils engage in talk throughout the morning. We are
proud of the work we have done and the progress our pupils have 2RT 98.62% 2TR 96.9%
made with their oracy skills and look forward to showcasing this. 3A 98.28% 3S 91.79%

4C 96.45% 4H 98.28%
SPW 99.33% 5S 96.55%
6L 95.71% 6W 98.21%

Today we also held a DT day focusing on mechanisms. The
children are always enthusiastic when it comes to DT and they
have worked hard to produce some fantastic moving models. We
definitely have some engineers of the future at Windmill. Thank
you to Miss Sharp for organising the day and thank you to the teachers who will have spent hours
planning and resourcing the activities that the children completed.

Can we please ask parents to check that children are not bringing chewing gum into school. Thank you.

Diary Dates:
5t Feb 26 Y5, Dr Diane — Maya Workshop (see separate letter)
9th Feb 26 Chance to shine Cricket. Y6 Afterschool cricket (see separate letter)
10" Feb 26 Y5 — Young Voices (see separate letter)
13" Feb 26 INSET Day — School closed to pupils
16™ - 20*" Feb 26 Half Term
3 Mar 26 West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals (see separate letter)
5t Mar 26 Y3 — Bagshaw Museum




This week in Year 2, the children have been busy learning about money in Maths, practising recognising coins and
notes, counting different amounts and solving real-life money problems.

In English, we started our new book Lila and the Secret of Rain, exploring the setting of a Kenyan village, discussing
Lila’s emotions, and using descriptive language to retell key events.

The children are enjoying our DT Day, designing and building their own moving vehicles inspired by Rosa Parks’ bus,
learning how wheels and axles work as they constructed and tested their models with great enthusiasm.

On Monday 2TR completed their sponsored action circuit to raise money for Northorpe Hall. Children were very
enthusiastic about completing their challenge and showed lots of energy and determination. Well done! They also
gave some of their time to creating beautiful bunting to decorate a social area that Northorpe Hall use for meeting
with children from our local area to provide a safe and comforting space. Bright colours and beautiful themes of
friendship were chosen for the decorations.

This week, Year 3 have been busy with a range of exciting activities. In PE, we continued our gymnastics work,
building on last week’s shape movements and developing them further by adding jumps and linking actions together
with control. In music, the children designed colourful dragon masks as part of our learning about the Lunar New
Year, exploring rhythm and creativity, while celebrating this important cultural festival.
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Year 5 have had a lovely week this week. In English, they have written their own versions of the Maya creation story
using a range of literary devices to engage the reader. We were so impressed with their work that we are going to
publish it in our classrooms. In Maths this week, the children showcased their knowledge of dividing using the bus
stop method by answering a range of tricky word problems. Today, we have had a fantastic day for our DT day where
we made our own baskets and pulleys to carry tomatoes. This was linked to 'The Squashed Tomato Challenge'

whereby the children had to devise a safe way to transport tomatoes up a mountain in Nepal. Photos will follow next
week.

In our next unit in Maths, we will be exploring more fraction objectives. Please could we encourage children to
practise their times table recall at home as this will make them feel more confident when accessing the unit of
learning. This can be done through hit the button - an online platform that needs no download! Maybe you could
challenge them to beat your score and time?

Have a lovely weekend,

The Year 5 team @



This week, Reception have continued their learning around traditional tales. In drawing club we have read the story
‘we’re going on a bear hunt’, children have demonstrated their creative skills when drawing their own bear and cave
whilst making links to our maths focus. We have been extending our learning around 6,7,8 by representing these
numbers in part, part whole models and representing how we see the number, such as 2 and 3 make 5.

Within our learning environment, children have had the opportunity to make their own forest with the use of
playdough, explore the muddy cafe and demonstrate ‘Fred’ talk.

Well done Reception.

Please can we ask that no toys/ objects come into school with children including in their bags.
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We have been learning about dinosaurs this week in the Bungalow. We used adjectives to describe them in English
and made our own fossils with salt dough. In maths we have been thinking about heavy and light. We used the scales
to weigh different objects.

Year 6 have had an exciting and creative week of learning across music and science. They thoroughly enjoyed their
first recorder lesson with Mr Johns, where they explored different sounds in songs, learnt how to play notes correctly
and practised a variety of tunes. The highlight was the children confidently blasting out the tune to Mamma Mia and
singing along to the chorus with enthusiasm. Later in the week, pupils put on their scientist hats as they carried out
an investigation into how adding cells to a circuit affects the volume of a buzzer. Using a decibel meter, they
measured changes in sound and recorded their results, demonstrating excellent teamwork and patience while
constructing their series circuits!




This week in Year 1 has been full of adventure, learning and creativity! We have absolutely loved taking part in
Curious Quests, with The Faithful Friends sending us exciting writing challenges to complete. The children have
worked hard on their quests so the characters can move on to the next part of their journey — and the storytelling
and effort in their writing has been fantastic to see.

In Maths, we have been exploring fact families, learning how addition and subtraction are connected. This has been
tricky at times, but the children showed real resilience and determination, working hard to understand how the
numbers link together.

In History, we have begun looking at our timeline and will soon move on to comparing toys that our grandparents
may have played with to the toys we use today — a topic the children are already very excited about!

We also had a wonderful DT Day, focusing on mechanisms. The children first practised their new skills by creating a
moving animal in its habitat, learning how simple mechanisms work and how movement can be created in their
designs. They then used these skills alongside ideas from How to Catch a Star to design and create their very own
moving story books. The results were fantastic, and the children were incredibly proud of their creations!

Another brilliant week of learning in Year 1




