2 December 2022

Whole school attendance to date
Christmas is on its way! Whole school attendance is currently
95.43%
This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RS 93.10%, RW 94.67%

This week we have seen the
arrival of the school elves
and have been sending our
Posadas home. It must mean

A )
. . G
that we are in advent and 1GU 94%, 1RR 94.48%,

starting to think about Christmas. Reception and Year 3
are getting ready for their carol concerts. Collective
Worship Council are getting ready for our Christingle 3AW 94%, 3CJ 94.48%
Service in school and Y6 are helping with our Christmas
Church Service. Our Choir sang at the Church Fair on
Saturday and it was wonderful to see them spreading 5LP 94.33%, 5TW 94.52%

such joy and happiness. 6CG 96.21%, 6EP 92.86%

2AW 90.67%, 2RS 95%

4CP 95%, 4SR 100%

We are aware that the cost of living crisis is impacting on our families this Christmas. Please
do not be offended but this year staff are asking you not to buy staff presents. These are very
much appreciated but we want you to know that we understand that things are going to be
challenging for many of you. If you do wish to still buy something and have the means to do
this then we do have an Amazon Wishlist of books for class libraries but please don't feel
compelled to do this either. We would rather you spend what you have on family and loved
ones at this time.

Amazon Wishlist

We have set up an Amazon Wishlist to top up class libraries. These are books from our 50 and
100 books to read lists. This has been set up on the suggestion of some parents and we
appreciate the sentiment behind this and know that our pupils do love reading books from
the class library and would benefit from having more choice. The details can be found below if
you wish to purchase any:

RECEPTION - https://amzn.eu/3TreRMW
YEAR 1 — https://amzn.eu/7ZCDUV6
YEAR 2 - https://amzn.eu/f30Rkn8
YEAR 3 — https://amzn.eu/7BWWPFG
YEAR 4 - https://amzn.eu/1j87f20
YEAR 5 - https://amzn.eu/1swK7EW
YEAR 6 - https://amzn.eu/cmUVRyj

SP - https://amzn.eu/gTNpHcf
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Year 5. We want to start by saying a huge well done to our Year 5 children this week as
they've worked super hard on their first set of Year 5 assessments! We were particularly
impressed with their reading comprehension and they have shown us that they can apply
their VIPERS knowledge to any text.

In PE, we have the mini gym equipment back for a few weeks so everyone has had a chance to
use the equipment. The boxing corner seemed to be a favourite! In Geography, we spent time
researching an endangered rainforest animals and produced some detailed fact files.

Art club. The children in art club have been busy making Christmas wreaths. We think they
look very festive.

On 9t" December our children will take part in the annual National School Games Santa Dash
again! (hundreds of children across the UK will also be taking part). This coincides with our
Christmas Jumper Day, however children can bring additional festive headwear, antlers, Santa
hats, festive hand bands etc., if they wish.
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As you can see from the photos, the children from provision love going to the Key Stage 1 hall
to explore different equipment. It is a great chance for the children to climb, run around and
explore different things.

Year 3 have been practicing extremely hard to perfect their carols ready for the carol concert
on Monday 5th. They have shown excellent perseverance, dedication and care when learning
and performing each song and all members of staff in year 3 are extremely proud of them!

Reminder for parents: children will need to bring a Christmas jumper and/or a piece of tinsel
or Christmas hat with them on Monday 5" December. We will change into these before the
carol concert. Tickets are available from the office.

This week, Year 4 children loved using the mini gym in PE. The children took part in various activities.
They were able to showcase their agility, stamina and teamwork. They were keen to share their skills
to their peers. Why not ask your child what their favourite activity was?
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Stick Man has become a firm favourite in Reception this week. We found that he had become stuck in
some ice and we had to think of ways to save him. The children quickly realised that the sun shining
through the window helped to melt the ice and also when we poured warm water on it.

In Maths we have been looking at the parts of 4 and 5. The part
whole models and five frames helped the children to find which two
numbers we add together to make each number. These number
bonds can be talked about at home to help embed this learning. We
will be sending the children home with a part whole model before
the holidays so they can show you these skills at home.

In Science we have been investigating floating and sinking. The
children made boats for Stick Man to help him float in the water. We investigated the different
materials to find which one was the best to float and keep Stick Man dry.

The new Eco Councillors put on an amazing collective worship this Thursday, reminding
everyone of how to keep our school as environmentally friendly as possible. They were
incredibly brave standing and speaking in front of the rest of the school and showed off our
brand new eco school award (which we received a distinction for!). They also showed
everyone a photo of our Eco flag that you can now see at the front of the school!

Well done Eco Council!

4

f Thank you to our school community for
/r" W ol raising £382.87 for BBC Child in Need this

ADIFFERENCE ~ Year. You never cease to amaze us!
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5 Dec Y3 Christmas Carols Performance — See separate letter

6 Dec Theatre in school — Snow white

9 Dec National School Games — Santa Dash, children can bring festive headwear
to wear during this activity. Children can run, skip, hop, walk around the
Windmill Way in their Christmas Jumpers and optional festival headwear.

9 Dec Christmas Jumper Day — Children can come to school wearing their
Christmas Jumper for a small donation for Save the Children

9 Dec Children need to bring a large orange into school for their Christingle

13 Dec Christingle in school (pupils only)

13 Dec KS1 Christmas Dinner — see menu below

14 Dec KS2 Christmas Dinner — see menu below

14 Dec Reception Christmas Carols — See separate letter

15 Dec Church Service — See separate letter

16 Dec Class Christmas Parties — Children come to school in their party outfits for a
small donation

Christmas Dinner
Traditional Roast Turkey, served with gravy
Chipolata Sausage
Sage & Onion Seasoning
Cranberry Sauce

* %k

Melt in the middle Cheese & Vegetable Wellington
*kk
Oven Roast & Creamed Potatoes
Glazed Carrots & Garden Peas
Brussel Sprouts

*k%

A selection of hot and cold festive desserts
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Christmas can be a difficult time of year for lots of people for many different reasons so
this year, as our last community project for 2022, the school council at Windmill C of E
Primary would like to collect essentials for our local food bank.

We would be grateful fo.r donations of any of the items below. Please drop them into the

school office before Thursday 15" December. . :

Week 1 (w/c 28" November)
Tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, tinned meat, rice, pasta, pasta sauce, flour, teabags, coffee, sugar, cordial, cereals, crisps.

Week 2 (w/c 5" December)
Shampoo, shower gel, toothpaste, toothbrush, sanitary products, soap.

Week 3 (w/c 12" December)
Christmas treats- chocolates, biscuits, advent calendar, crisps
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