NEWSLETTER

28" June 2024
This Week Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
In collective worship we have been thinking about 95.22%
the difference between equality and equity. This This is below our target of 97%

Class attendance for this week

has been challenging but the children have amazed
RR 94% RW 91%

us with their understanding and thoughtfulness.
Miss Towers even had a game of tug and war to
prove a point which would have worked if the rope

1H 91%, 1U 94.67%,
2D 97.33%, 2S 96.90%

had stayed in one piece. Please look at our 3P 97.93%, 3R 100%
Windmill Twitter/X account to see how this 4B 97.93%, 4P 95%
unfolded. Luckily Miss Towers is very Health and 5TW 99.31%, 5W 94.83%
Safety conscious and had put mats down. 6G 95.33%, 60 92.33%

It was Year 4’s turn this week to go on a trip. They

spent the day learning to live and fight like Romans at Murton Park. The pictures on
Twitter/X show that they had a great time and once again our thanks go to our amazing
pupils and staff for making this a great trip.

In school our Year 6 librarians have been succession planning. They have run their own
interviews and have identified their replacements for next year. They intend training the
new librarians in the coming weeks. They have done this independently and it shows once
again the confidence and maturity of our pupils. Well done.

@ Batley & Birstall Excellence in Schools Together

There are lots of activities/camps in Kirklees.
Take a look BBest Noticeboard

https://www.bbesthub.uk/News



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News

Diary Dates:

30™ June Deadline to order class photos from Tempest

8t July Whole school Summer Sports Day

10t & 11t Y6 Production (10™" Afternoon performance, 11" Evening Performance) (see
July separate letter)

13t July Windmill Summer Gala (see separate letter)

18t July Y6 Leavers Church Service (see separate letter)

18 July Y6 Leavers Disco

19t July Last day of school for children

22" July INSET Day, school closed to children

We have spaces in both our Breakfast Club and Afterschool.

KIRKLEES

Summer holiday HAF

The 'Summer holiday HAF' page of our website is now live, we have found this has worked well in the past,
attracting hundreds of visits. The dedicated page hosted on our website where we will collate all the
Summer HAF provision available locally.

The summer HAF timetable for the whole of Kirklees area is available here: www.schoolsoutkirklees.co.uk

Please routinely share this page with your families in the weeks leading up to the
break: https://www.bbesthub.uk/Summer-HAF-Provision/

Newly released HAF provision: MPSE Community Sports Engagement, Fearless people (All posters attached).

Streetbikes - Free ladies only cycling session

Streetbikes are hosting a ladies only cycling session to allow non riders to learn a new skill and those who
haven't cycled for a while to build confidence on the bike.

Bikes and helmets are provided, but please indicate your height when booking and if you have any cycling
experience.

Female instructors will lead these sessions, all are qualified and friendly and will help put you at ease to help
you start your journey into cycling.

Sessions held at Princess Mary Stadium:
Wednesday 03 July 24 - 6pm - 8pm
Wednesday 10 July 24 - 6pm - 8pm

Qualified instructor in attendance
To book -
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../free-ladies-only-cycling...
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School have been lucky enough to be chosen as part of the Craft School Challenge which will build up to a
final piece of work that will be celebrated next year. To realise our school project we would be grateful
for the following donations that we could re-cycle up:

Broken jewellery, beads, old keys/keyrings, chains, old Christmas baubles and 2| green plastic bottles,
bottle tops, and plastic pegs. Thank you for your support as always, Mrs Smithson and Mrs Varley.

Year 3. We're nearly at the end of our Geography unit on why is the earth so angry? The children have
loved exploring the different natural disasters of our world but have shown great enthusiasm for
volcanoes and volcanic eruptions. This week we finished learning about volcanoes by erupting our very
own model volcanoes. The children all sat outside and took it in turns to use different ingredients to
replicate a volcanic eruption. It was so much fun! They then went back to class and wrote a set of
instructions on how someone can make a model volcano erupt at home.

In Provision, our sensory play this week has involved exploring ice. H
loved sensory play this week; he told us that the “ice is cold” and M
enjoyed having an ice cube rubbed on his arm.

The children made their own sandwiches this week then had a picnic.

Year 1 have enjoyed DT this week they have been learning how to cut and juice fruit and veg safely in
preparation for their smoothies. Children were excited to meet Sunny the Meerkat who revealed the
name of their new book! The children will be looking at features of a postcard and eventually writing their
own. Nest week is assessment week, children will be completing maths and reading assessments

throughout the week. r
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Superheroes have made a flying visit to the bungalow this week!

We have made our own hulks using play dough, created collage masks to hide our identities and
improved our fine motor skills while colouring pictures of Spider-Man.

Last Friday, Year 6 took part in a Science Day. We learnt all about what makes up our blood and made
blood smoothies to show the different parts of blood and learnt about their functions. We also used
skittles and jelly snakes to show how water and nutrients are transported around our bodies using
diffusion or osmosis. After this, we learnt about the anatomy of the heart and made the most of the
sunshine by going outside and drawing a heart and then walked through the various veins, arteries and
chambers to embed how deoxygenated blood flows through the heart, to the lungs to pick up oxygen and
back through the heart to be pumped around the body to our organs. Once we had finished, we went
back into the classroom for the good part - the heart dissection. Children used real pig/lamb hearts and
thoroughly enjoyed using their knowledge to identify the certain parts.

Year 2 have had a wonderful week this week. We are doing lots of revision in maths to help with
assessment week next week. In English children are finding and using information about Tigers to write
up a fact file. Year 2 have enjoyed learning more about different habitats and the organisms living in
those habitats. In PE children enjoyed working in pairs and 'Island hopping' using various jumps to
practice our learning theme of 'run, jump and throw.' Children have enjoyed doing lots of laps on the
Windmill Walk, taking advantage of the warm weather. We are learning to make a simple pouch by
sewing in DT lesson and are practicing a running stitch. We can't wait to see their finished pouches!




The Reception pirates have been exploring the seven seas this week! The children have role-played to
their hearts content, searching for treasure and making pirates walk the plank. We linked Drawing Club to
the theme and read the story ‘My Granny is a Pirate.” The children have loved drawing their own pirate
ship and even drew a family member as a pirate. In maths we have explored maps. The local area has
been explored on a map as well as school, treasure maps and creating a map for Red Riding Hood to
follow if she was going somewhere other than her Grandma’s house. Next week sees the start of our
Under the Sea/Beach theme. We will end the topic with a ‘Beach Bash’ on Friday 5th July. The children
are invited to wear their favourite summer clothes (we are praying for a sunny day) and can even bring
their hat and sun glasses. We would obviously advise writing names on anything they bring. Throughout
the day we will be taking part in lots of summer themed activities, there may even be an ice lolly!

Representing Windmill this week in a local schools orienteering competition, were a team from year 4
and a team from year 5. These children had to use teamwork, map-reading skills, navigating and
running. They had a great time and came. 5th out of 24 for year 5/6 & 7th out of 22 for year 3/4
Amazing achievement! Well done.

In Year 5 this week we have loved learning about the Thames and taking part in a team quiz to review our

learning so far. We had an athletics circuit in PE with a focus on jumping but also bringing in running
technique, teamwork and some creativity (one group created a speedbounce dance whilst another counted
their efforts whilst chanting times tables!). We have been looking at Olympic athletes and are looking
forward to watching Paris 2024 in the summer. In English, our creative writing has been very impressive. We
have been inspired by our school grounds, nature learning across all of year 5 (rainforest, RSPB birdwatch.)
and The Secret Garden to write contrasting atmospheric pieces about an abandoned or well-tended garden.



Year 4 visited Murton Park this week and became new recruits to the Roman Army! We were lucky with the
wonderful weather and the new recruits worked hard learning to throw spears, made roman lamps and
moved carts. Thank you to all the staff and volunteers that made this trip possible.

Our Summer Gala is fast approaching. Your child should have
brought home a letter this week. We would be grateful for any
donations of Raffle Prizes, Bottles, tombola prizes,

, fill a lucky bag.
Any items can be brought into the office.
Thank you.
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