
Do Everything in love - 1 Corinthians 16:14 
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This Week 
As we start the second part of the academic year, we are pleased to 

see that children have come back after half term and are enjoying 

school. Attendance has improved this week and we need to keep 

the momentum for the next term and a half. This half term we have 

a very special attendance prize. For the next 4 weeks we will be 

encouraging 100% attendance. Those pupils that achieve this will be 

entered into a prize draw with a chance to win a Pokemon Tin with 

games cards and goodies. These were donated to the school and 

sell online at over £50 each. It is a really good prize. 

 

The weather is also beginning to feel more Spring like. We are looking at opportunities to take learning outside and 

are excited that Mill Pond will provide a habitat for animals and a new place for children to learn. 

In school attention turns towards Easter. Our services take place on the morning of Friday 4th April and will be led 

by Collective Worship Council. 
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28th February 2025 

Whole school attendance to date  

Whole school attendance is currently 

96.42%  

This is below our target of 97% 

Class attendance for this week 

RH 95.10%, RS 93.23%   

1P 99.33%, 1W 99.00% 

2C 99.00%, 2TP 99.33 

3R 98.00%, 3S 94.84 3%  

4D 99.67%, 4H 96.33% 

5G 95.67%, 5P 94.83%  

6L 98.62%, 6W 96.00% 

Can we please remind all parents/carers not to use the 
Car Park Gates as a walk through.  These gates are not 
designed for pedestrians.  Thank you.  

 

https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/


Diary Dates:  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our theme for this week in ARP is “farm animals”.  During making we made jam sandwiches which we cut into the 

shape of rabbits and in sensory play we were exploring pasta and different grains; we scooped them into the mouths 

of different farm animals to feed them.  We have also watched the story of Farmer Duck.  Next week we will be 

learning about pets; please remember to send any photos in for us to look at.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Friday is the FA's #Letthemplay campaign. This is a fun event taking place in schools around the UK in 
order to empower and inspire a generation of female footballers. There will football equipment and extra 
space to play during Friday lunchtime - for both boys and girls - so please make sure children bring trainers 
for this (we realise they may be dressed as a book character but will still be encouraged to play and take 
part). There will be extra role models in the playground and some inspiring local stories shared in class. If any 
girls do come home feeling inspired, we will also share details of places to play girls football outside of 
school in next week's newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

4th & 6th Mar 2025 Parents Evening – (5G Postponed) 

7th – 22nd April 2025 Easter Holidays (18th & 21st Bank holidays)  

6th Mar 2025 Cross Country Finals  

5th May 2025 Bank Holiday  

26th – 30th May 2025 Half Term  



Before half term, Year 6 used their recent circuit skills to create a steady hand game in DT. They designed and created 
a cuboid for the base using a net and decorated it based on their chosen theme. The children then created a working 
series circuit with a buzzer and handle. The wire matched the theme of the game and then the children enjoyed 
playing them and challenging themselves. It was great fun and showed how much they have learnt about circuits.  

 
 
Year 6 chose to write positive message cards for patients and staff at St James Hospital 
in Leeds to share some love as their act of compassion. The messages were gratefully 
received by both staff and patients! It was lovely to see the effect these had and put a 
smile on people's faces. Well done Year 6! 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 have had a great week back after half term. In Guided Reading, we have been focusing on developing fluency 

and expression and the children read to different audiences to practise this. It was lovely to see how the children 

across both year groups listened and gave feedback to one another about what they did well and what they can 

improve on. In PE, the children are working with Mrs Hartley to learn an Egyptian dance. They are excited to continue 

this next week.  

 

 

 

 

 

This week, Year 1 have started learning more in History about Florence Nightingale. They compared hospitals to what 

they looked like before she introduced sanitation and thought about what it would have been like to be treated by 

her. 

In English we have been reading a gorgeous story about a secret giant who people are scared of just because he is 

different. There have been some super sentences written about him and the adventures he could go on with his new 

friend Billy. 

In DT, we have started our new unit where we are going to be making our own pull toys with wheels. If any children 

can bring in boxes for us to recycle into toys, please bring them next week! 

  



The Morning Rush by John Foster  

On Monday, Year 2 finished our DT unit where we have been creating moving monsters. 

We finished our creations and spent Monday's lesson evaluating our final product.  In our 

Guided Reading lessons, the children have spent time learning a poem called 'The 

Morning Rush'. They are now able to recite this poem from their memory and have 

created some great actions to go alongside this. If your child is in Guided Reading, rather 

than Read Write Inc, ask them if they can recite this poem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to our half term break Year 5 celebrated with 4,000 other children at The Young Voices choral event at Sheffield 
Arena.  It was an afternoon of rehearsals, dancing and smiles and it culminated with the most amazing professional 
performance that was enjoyed by everyone that attended. 
 
We are extremely proud of our children who showed their musicality and never-ending enthusiasm. One of our 
children put it very succinctly "It was the best thing I think I've ever done!" Think the photos/videos (see X 
https://x.com/Windmill_CE_Sch) prove it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 have had a fabulous first week back. We have really got stuck in to our new English unit where we are writing a 
non-chronological piece using our knowledge of the rainforest. The children have worked hard to include relative 
clauses, adverbials of time place and manner as well as well as including lots of fabulous facts to engage their reader. 
We have started our Computing lessons this week and the children have spoken eagerly about the safety of using 
search engines and what rules we should always follow when using the internet. In DT, over the last term, the children 
have been looking at recipes for an alternative Bolognese. Today, we put our learning into practice and worked as a 
team to make our final recipe. We made our sauce from scratch using onions, carrots, celery, garlic, lentils as well as 

all the other classic ingredients. We hope you enjoy tasting it 🙂 
 
Please could we also remind you of our PE days this half term: 
5P - Tuesday and Thursday 
5G - Tuesday and Swimming on Thursdays 
Please can we ask that children come in the correct PE clothes (more information on this can we found on our school 
website) and only wear trainers on their PE days. Thanks for your cooperation.  
The Year 5 team  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://x.com/Windmill_CE_Sch


Reception have had an amazing week learning about transport. Children have identified past and present photographs 

of vehicles and have been able to explain why through the use of their oracy skills by building and challenging their 

talk partners. In Drawing Club, we have looked at the story ‘The Train Ride’. Children have loved exploring their own 

reflection, what they would see out of the train window and also creating their own trains. Their imaginations allowed 

them to build trains within the junk modelling area, on the playground through the use of wooden blocks and on the 

playdough table. Within Maths, we have learnt about height, length and time. They compared their height against 

their peers and measured themselves in cubes. Children have been able to use their mathematical language to 

describe different trains ‘The red train is shorter than the blue train’.   

 

In R.E, the children have been discussing the beauty of the natural world. We made observational drawings of 

daffodils, collecting some natural objects from our outside area and took photos of different natural objects outside. 

We are compiling all of this to create a travel brochure to celebrate 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 have had a brilliant first week back as they have had a positive attitude to learning throughout the week! In 
guided reading lessons we have been practising our reading skills and becoming more fluent. We worked on our 
intonation and automaticity when reading. Year 4 even had the chance to swap with Year 3 where both year groups 
read to each other and gave each other both positive and constructive feedback. We started gymnastics in PE and the 
children have really enjoyed it. The children have worked as a team to create a 3-step sequence. The children are 
working hard in maths where we are now focusing on fractions. Thank you for a wonderful first week back, Year 4! See 
you on Monday. 
 

 



 


