NEWSLETTER

This Week

Following our SIAMs inspection last week it is good to see that
we didn’t put on a show and the amazing things we were able to
share are just a part of what we do. We anticipate that we will
have our report to share with you before half term.

This week Year 2 enjoyed a day living the lives of Victorian
children at the Leeds Industrial Museum. Their experience of
Victorian school couldn’t be further from what they experience
today with staff who foster loving relationships, make the most
of every interaction as an opportunity to provide support and
foster a pupil voice. | know that the children will have learnt lots
from this immersive experience and enjoyed the day.

Reception had a visit from a Police Constable this week.
Reception arrived to a crime scene on Monday in the Role Play
area and have been detectives this week trying to work out the
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Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
95.29%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RR 96.33% RW 96.33%

1H 95%, 1U 96.67%,
2D 96.55%, 2S 91.38%
3R 95.17% 3SR 93%,
4B 96.33%, 4P 96%
5TW 93.10%, SW 94.29%
6G 99.67%, 60 94.67%

culprit. Learning about the police and their role to help people has inspired Reception to be even more helpful.
We can see that we may have some future police officers and detectives in the cohort.

Writing and Handwriting

In school, we continue to focus on developing a
love of writing. To this end, we have made some
changes to the way we plan and sequence the
teaching of writing. We are aiming to build
children’s independence and stamina and need
your help. Part of our work is addressing pencil y
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laptops and computers impacted on fine motor
control and for some, has led to the development
of neat writing but with unconventional grips.

We are focussed on ensuring that all pupils use a
tripod grip as other grips will impact on their
working memory, fluency and output especially
when they get older and are asked to write more
about ever more challenging concepts. Please
support us by encouraging a tripod grip at home

when children are doing homework, colouring and drawing:
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This advice comes from the Cambridgeshire NHS:

An awkward or unusual pencil grasp becomes more difficult to change as a child gets
older; therefore it is important to encourage your child to hold their pencil with a grasp

that:

Positions the pencil between the thumb, index and middle fingers.
Has the ring and little finger bent and resting comfortably on the table.
Has the thumb and index finger forming an open space.

Has the wrist extended slightly and the forearm resting on the table.
Holds the pencil approximately 1-2cm from the tip.

Allows their hand and fingers to move when writing and drawing.

Getting There 3 of 3

Helpful strategies

Show your child how to hold the pencil and help them to place their fingers and
thumb correctly.

Give your child feedback to help them become aware of their finger and thumb
positions and praise them whenever they demonstrate a suitable pencil grip.
Give your child pencils/crayons approximately 5cm long to encourage them to
use a tripod grasp.

Encourage your child to do lots of fun and interesting drawing and writing
activities using different types of pens, coloured pencils, crayons and chalks so
they are motivated to practice.

Use an angled writing board to encourage correct wrist position and support
their arm.




Homework

Homework is always the most contentious issue on our Parent Surveys. We recognise that some children have
busy lives out of school with sports clubs, music lessons, dance, gymnastics, brownies, cubs etc. Therefore,
getting the balance is not easy. We have reviewed our Homework Policy and published this on the website but
in short homework goes out at the end of the week (some classes choose Thursday, others Friday and some
spread this over both days) and is returned by the middle of the following week. Homework consists of:

Group

Reception

Year 1

Homework in Y1-Y6 is always handed out on a Friday and should be returned to

« Children will be given reading books once they are ready. These need to
be read daily and will be changed every 3/5 days depending on the Read
Write Inc group they are in.

+ Children will be given occasional activities to complete e.g. collecting
objects on an Autumn walk.

School by the following Wednesday.

+ Children are given a home-school reading book. This is linked to the Read
Write Inc level that they are working at. Children should read these at
home daily. Parents are asked to make a brief comment about what has
been read in the reading record. Books are changed every 3/5 days
depending on the Read Wiite Inc group they are in.

Year 2

+ Children are given a home-school reading book. This is linked to the Read
Write Inc level that they are working at. Children should read these at
home daily. Parents are asked to make a brief comment about what has
been read in the reading record. Books are changed every 3/5 days
depending on the Read Write Inc group they are in.

« Spellings and Maths homework is given to children each Friday and should
be retumed to school no later than the following Wednesday.

Year 3

« Children are given a home-school reading book. Children should read at
home as frequently as possible. Parents are asked to make a bnef

Year 4

comment about what has been read in the reading record.
« (Other children maybe a ‘free reader’ which means they are proficient
readers who understand most of what they read and they do not need the

Year 5

help of a reading scheme. These children should still read frequently with
an adult and this should be recorded in the reading record.
« Maths and English homework is given to children each Friday and should

Year 6*

be retumed to school no later than the following Wednesday.

time.

*To prepare Year 6 for high school missed homework by Year 6 pupils will be completed in school

9th Feb

INSET Day — School Closed for children

12th — 16 Feb

Half term

19" Feb First day back

215 Feb Y5 Young Voices (Tickets and t-shirts will be distributed before half term)
21t Feb SATs drop in (separate letter to follow)

27™ Feb Y5 MAYA Workshop (separate letter to follow)

Tesco Stronger Starts We are delighted that voting is open at your local Tesco for

funding our Windmill Wellbeing Garden. Vote for us with your blue token to
revamp our pond area with dipping platform, birdwatching & storytelling areas

for all our children to enjoy.



Compassion is the school value we are focusing on this half term. In year 5 next week, we will be showing
our compassion to the natural world by feeding the local birds and enjoying spending time in nature to
increase our connections and compassion for caring for our world. Children will be able to enjoy some
quiet time in our school bird hide too. If you feel inspired by year 5 why not take part this weekend in the
RSPB's annual Big Garden birdwatch? You can register for free on their website.

Big Garden
Birdwatch

26-28th January 2024

Join the world's largest
garden wildlife survey.

What is Big Garden Birdwatch?
Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. Every year, hundreds of
thousands of people take part, helping to build a picture of how garden birds are faring. With
the planet facing so many challenges, it’'s more important than ever to get involved in the Birdwatch.

Year 2 had a fantastic trip to Armley Mills in Leeds on Tuesday. We were very lucky to have a demonstration of
how wool was made and got to see the huge Industrial machine in action. The children were also transported to
Victorian times and went to school for the day. We are so proud of all the children on the trip and would like to
thank our families for making so much effort to help create the Victorian atmosphere by dressing up, some children
had even been up the chimneys or down the mines in the morning!

Year 6. This week, we have been continuing our work on World War Two. We have been writing flashback
narratives based on the short animation, The Piano, and the children have produced some lovely writing; look out
for the newsletter next week when we will put some extracts in here! Our computing lesson this week was linked
to WW2 and we did some independent research on Bletchley Park and how it played a pivotal role in helping
Britain win the war. In Maths, we started our algebra unit and the kids have been amazing at it, forming expressing

and using substitution! A great week had in Year 6 @



This week in Year 3, we are starting a new writing unit. We are writing a narrative extract from 'For the Birds.' First,
we watched the animation and then the children acted out the story. They did a great job and took on the various
roles with enthusiasm. We loved watching perform to the class.

In PE, as part of our gymnastics unit, we practised different jumps, such as straddle, tuck and splits. The children
demonstrated good control when taking off and landing. The children were impressed with themselves when they
improved their jumps.

I

What a wonderful week we have had in Reception this week. It started with an exciting visit from a local Police
Officer who told us all about his important role and how he helps us and our community. The children have then
taken on different roles during the week all around the topic of ‘People Who Help Us.” We will continue this theme
next week so, if you do a job where you help our community please talk to your children about it so they can share
that with the class.

PE continues to be a huge success in Reception. We have been searching for fish this week and trying to steal them
from other teams. The children are very good at listening and following the rules of the games.

Please can we remind you to put names in all of your child's clothes. We are having lots of lost jumpers and
cardigans which are very difficult to find if they aren't labelled.
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Forest School Parties
Pre-School Sessions
School Holiday Sessions
Home School Sessions

* Nurseries

* Scouts

For more information please contact Emma on:
E: bornexplorersforestschool@outlook.com or M: 07584 013593

§ Born Explorers Forest School @bornexplorersforestschool




