NEWSLETTER

25 November 2022
This Week Whole school attendance to date
We seem to be getting past the worst of the bugs in Whole school attendance is currently
school and attendance is showing some green shoots 95.54%
of recovery in some classes. In school we are fogging This is below our target of 97%
classrooms, hand washing, using tissue stations etc. Class attendance for this week
and these are helping. As we approach Christmas the RS 86.90%, RW 90%

next 3 weeks in school are always special and we need

to see classes get back to full attendance so that they
can enjoy this time. 2AW 92.33%, 2RS 100%

1GU 84%, 1RR 98.28%,

3AW 92.33%, 3CJ 95.17%
5LP delivered a fantastic collective worship this week.

They look at the value of 'faith' and talked about the
importance of having people believe in you. They also 5LP 89.33%, 5TW 96.77%
talked about the strength that people draw from self- 6CG 92.76%, 6EP 95%
belief and from a faith such as Islam or Christianity.

Thank you 5LP.

4CP 93.08%, 4SR 98.57%

We held our last parent tour for prospective Reception parents this week. School is popular
and we have lots of families wanting to send their children to Windmill. Showing parents
round is always a pleasure and we always see amazing relationships, pupils focussed in
lessons and a positive energy as we go around school. It always reminds me that we are one
family flourishing together as our vision states.

Holidays in term time

We are still getting requests for holidays in term time. It is unlikely that these will be
authorised absences and as such are likely to be subject to fines. Headteachers can only grant
holidays in term time if they are exceptional. Exceptional circumstances are “rare, significant,
unavoidable, short”. By ‘unavoidable' we mean an event that could not reasonably be
scheduled at another time, etc. Exceptional circumstances are one off events which are
unavoidable, examples may include the death of a close relative, attendance at a funeral of a
close family member, a child having respite care.

Milk We have just been notified of a price increase for the Spring term milk, this will now cost
£14.18. If your child requires milk after half term you will need to pay for it via ParentPay.
Can we ask that you please check with your child/children as school is throwing pints of milk
away everyday with children saying they don't want it. Children in Reception whose

5% Birthday is after 1°t April and children who are in receipt of means tested free school meals
do not have to pay for milk, however you will still need to order it by calling the office.
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Year 1 In PE we have been developing our balancing skills and working collaboratively. In RE
we have been looking at advent and what this means to the Christian faith. Both classes have
started constructing a Windmill in DT!

In Resourced Provision, we usually go shopping every week. This week, |G decided that he
wanted to make pizza so he wrote a shopping list, went to the supermarket to buy his
ingredients and had a great time making his pizza. He told us that it tasted great but wasn’t
willing to share so we will have to take his word for it!

This week, Year 6 went down to St Saviours Church to take part in REWIND to Christmas
which was led by Yvonne. During this workshop, the children looked at the reason why
Christmas is so important to Christians. Yvonne made the workshop very interactive and the
children were able to take part in quizzes, puzzles as well as learning some traditional facts all
about Christmas. Did you know that back in the early 17th century, Norfolk Turkeys were
hugely popular as a luxury Christmas food, and London wanted its fair share of these Norfolk
birds so they were actually walked to London by the Turkey farmers, along the Norfolk roads
in tiny leather boots? (We didn't quite believe it either!)
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It’s been very busy in Year 2 the last couple of weeks. Some of our highlights have been testing
stability in DT and testing different materials to make a chair for a bear. Learning about stop-motion
animation and using apps to create our own animations. We have had a visit from Kirklees School
Games to teach some fun multi-skills PE lessons and we are really looking forward to using these skills
in our own PE lessons. We also can't forget the fun we had on the dance mats, Y2 have some brilliant
moves, thanks Mrs Thompson for organising! Please head over to our twitter page for some regular
updates @Y2Windmill.

This week, Year 4 are using all the skills that they have learned in Sentence Stacking to write
their own non-chronological report about 3 buildings in Leeds. The children looking at the
writing techniques from Sentence Stacking to help them with their writing.

The children have shown great concentration. We can't wait to see them when they have
finished!

POW will be holding a Christmas jumper sale on 2" December. If anybody
has any Christmas Jumpers they wish to donate these can be handed into
the office.

26 Nov St Saviours Church Christmas Fair — School Choir Performing

2 Dec POW Christmas Jumper sale

5 Dec Y3 Christmas Carols Performance — See separate letter

6 Dec Theatre in school — Snow white

9 Dec Christmas Jumper Day — Children can come to school wearing their Christmas
Jumper for a small donation for Save the Children

13 Dec KS1 Christmas Dinner — Menu to follow

14 Dec KS2 Christmas Dinner — Menu to follow

14 Dec Reception Christmas Carols — See separate letter

16 Dec Class Christmas Parties — Children come to school in their party outfits for a

small donation
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Christmas can be a difficult time of year for lots of people for many different reasons so
this year, as our last community project for 2022, the school council at Windmill C of E
Primary would like to collect essentials for our local food bank.

We would be grateful fo.r donations of any of the items below. Please drop them into the

school office before Thursday 15" December. . :

Week 1 (w/c 28" November)
Tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, tinned meat, rice, pasta, pasta sauce, flour, teabags, coffee, sugar, cordial, cereals, crisps.

Week 2 (w/c 5" December)
Shampoo, shower gel, toothpaste, toothbrush, sanitary products, soap.

Week 3 (w/c 12" December)
Christmas treats- chocolates, biscuits, advent calendar, crisps
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