NEWSLETTER

This Week 24 January 2025

This week we have been working with the White Rose Maths Whole school attendance to date
Hub. As a school, we follow the White Rose maths curriculum Whole school attendance is currently
and it has been really good to have had training from them 96.40%

this week and Maths specialist teachers in school teaching This is below our target of 97%
children alongside Windmill staff. They have given us lots of Class attendance for this week
ideas on how we can make the best use of the White Rose RH 95.29%, RS 98.08%

resources and how we can make sure that all children are

. . 1P 98.67%, 1W 99.00%
actively engaged and enjoying maths lessons.

2C94.33%, 2TP 94.67%
We also held our Parent Consultation meeting about
becoming an Academy and possibly joining Leeds Diocesan
Learning Trust. We will provide more information in due 4D 96.67%, 4H 96.33%
course and these meetings are a formal part of the

consultation process. We want to thank those parents that
attended. 6L 97.24%, 6W 96.67%

3R 98.97%, 35 97.74%

5G 98.67%, 5P 99.66%

Today LDLT completed part of their Due Diligence process by spending time in classes and meeting staff,
parents, leaders and governors to learn more about what makes our school such a wonderful place. The
staff team ensured that Windmill presented itself in our best light and | want to thank them for their hard
work.

You should have received a letter via email today about the Whole School Parents’ Evenings on Tuesday 4th &
Thursday 6th March 2025.

You are invited into school for an appointment to talk to your child’s class teacher between 3.40pm — 6.20pm

Please visit https://windmillcofeprimary.parentseveningsystem.co.uk to book your appointments. There is also a
link to the booking system on the home page of our website under the ‘useful links’ tab.

Lost Property
The items shown are in the office as lost property. Please

note if this is not claimed by Feb Half Term all items will be
either donated or disposed of. Thank you.
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Diary Dates:

6" Feb 2025 Y5 Maya Workshop (details to follow)
13" Feb 2025 Y5 Young Voices (see separate letter)
14" Feb 2025 INSET Day — School closed to pupils
17— 21 Feb 2025 Half term

4t & 6™ Mar 2025 Parents Evening

6" Mar 2025 Cross Country Finals (details to follow)
5% May 2025 Bank Holiday

26" — 30t May 2025 Half Term

Cross Country. 22 children from KS2 took part in the SGNKssp Cross Country on Tuesday. All children ran
superbly and we are delighted to announce that a record number of children from Windmill qualified for the finals. A
huge well done to all that ran. Details of the finals will be sent to the qualifiers soonest.

| have converted an old dolls house into our miniature
Windmill Art Gallery.

| would be delighted if any of our children or adults would like
to create a piece of artwork to hang on its walls.... or

maybe even a sculpture. No bigger than 6 centimetres.
| look forward to your miniature masterpieces.

Mrs Smithson, Art and Design Lead

We have had another fun week in Year 2! The Year 2 staff
have been super impressed with the children's singing
recently and this week they enjoyed singing and dancing in
class Collective Worship on Wednesday. We love reading in
Year 2 and try to squeeze it in as many times throughout the
day. In Maths, we've come to the end of our unit on money.
Please continue looking and discussing money with your
child. The more experience they get with real money the better!

Y



Year 6 have loved starting their WW?2 topic this half term! Our PE lessons are now focused around the dance style
'Lindy Hop' that was very popular during the swing era of the late 1930s and early 1940s. The children had fun learning
some of the upbeat moves and demonstrated great enthusiasm. They are looking forward to progressing their skills
further into leap frogging over each other, holding balances with a partner and attempting tricky paired moves. We
can't wait to see what Mrs Hartley teaches the classes next!

This week in Year 3, we have been developing our oracy skills even further. In Guided Reading, we have used different
strategies including role-play and silent summariser. The children took on the role of the characters and acted out one
of the chapters from the ‘Flat Stanley’ book. Working in trios, 2 children answered the questions and 1 child listened
to their ideas and summarised them after.

We've had a brilliant week in Reception focusing on the Three Billy Goats Gruff. We have used our red words ‘1" and
‘The’ this week to challenge ourselves to write sentences about our own trolls. We worked on our special friends such
as sh, th and ng by using them as passwords to allow us to pass the trolls bridge outside.

Inside it was much calmer for the goats in our stories as we made beautiful playdough gardens and painted peaceful
meadows and bridges for the goats to be happy. We have been working on magnetism, using our scientific skills of
observation and comparison we studied which objects were magnetic and which were not. We categorised the objects
and in independent learning searched for other objects to test within the classrooms.

Have a lovely weekend!

Year 4 have had a great week. In DT, we have designed our book sleeve that we are going to be creating out of felt.
We will be using and developing our sewing skills and even eventually decorating them with sequins and beads! We
are very excited about this project. In Music we looked at the hand jive - this was a really fun lesson. In Science we
looked at how humans can positively and negatively affect their environment. We particularly focused on how people
sometimes throw things away or litter items which can be recycled. Well done to all of our cross-country runners for
their participation! We will see you next week for another exciting week at school!



