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This Week 
This week we saw democracy in action at school. School council have 
asked for some lunchtime changes which are being implemented and 
include: 

1. Children in KS2 eating lunch as a year group irrespective of 
whether they are having school dinners or packed lunches. 
School council explained that bringing packed lunches and 
dinners in at different times meant they missed time with 
friends at lunchtime. They also said that this impacted their 
choice of whether to have dinners or packed lunches as they 
would rather have what their friend was having so that they 
could sit together. This change has been made and I want to 
thank the KS2 kitchen staff for their flexibility as this has 
extended the length of time it takes to serve all of the school 
dinners. We now have whole year groups in the hall at the 
same time. 

2. That playgrounds are zoned to allow for different types of play. 
This has been done to create 6 zones in KS2 and 2 in both KS1 
and Reception 

3. More equipment be purchased to use at lunchtime. We have spent £1,600 on playtime equipment which 
will be used in the zones to provide different types of play. Zoned play starts on Monday. 

Attendance 

On class photo day we had 99% attendance. This was incredible. We would like to see more days like this and are 
working hard to promote good attendance. We know that when children are at school they thrive. We also know 
that sometimes children can be anxious about school. Things like friendship issues, changes to class seating plans, 
anxiety about work and tests and separation anxiety can all impact on attendance. Often these things can be 
resolved quickly and where they can’t, we want to work with you to support your child with their worries. 
Sometimes small things can seem huge to a worried child and we would ask that you contact either your child’s 
teacher, Miss Fisher or Miss Towers if anxiety is affecting your child. 

 

We are delighted to inform you that our Windmill Facebook page is now up 

and running to follow our page please use the link 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61587792251651) 

 
 
Latest Art News: 
We are also celebrating the installation of Year 5's Red Dress at Bagshaw Museum 
which now means our children and community can go and feast their eyes on some 
beautiful, meaningful work centred around our local heritage buildings. The 
embroideries symbolise a bee-line of the important places of interest you will 
recognise. 
 
Please support our children by visiting this art piece.  
 

 

 

 

  

24th April 2026 

Whole school attendance to date  

Whole school attendance is 

currently 95.2%  

This is below our target of 97% 

Class attendance for this week 

RSR 97.78% RS 98.97% 

1P 97.31% 1W 98.85% 

2RT 97.59% 2TR 97.93% 

3A 93.57% 3S 99.31% 

4C 99.68% 4H 94.83% 

5PW 99.31% 5S 93% 

6L 97.78% 6W 99% 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61587792251651)


 
       Diary Dates:  

 

 
 
Year 2. During our PE lessons this week, we used the 'scrap kit' equipment which includes: wooden planks, plastic 
sticks (with connectors), plastic bobbins, tyres, small wheels, create, brooms, dustpans and brushes and half drain 
pipes.  The children loved it. We had children making time machines, cars, building houses, playing broomsticks, 
sweeping, making 'pancakes', rolling and catching and enjoying all the equipment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week, Year 3 have really enjoyed practical learning in Maths as part of our mass and capacity unit. The children 
measured liquids in millilitres and litres, created equivalent amounts, and explored the question: Does the height of 
a container mean it has a larger capacity? They tested their ideas using a variety of containers and discussed their 
findings. In Science, we carried out an investigation into light and shadows. We explored how the distance between a 
light source and an opaque object affects the size of the shadow. The children made observations and shared their 
conclusions. It has been a great week of hands-on learning and scientific enquiry! 
 
 
 
 
  

4th May  Bank Holiday  

22nd May  Colour Run (Details to follow)  

25th – 29th May  Half Term  

12th June  Reception Trip to Piglets Adventure Farm (See separate letter) 

8th – 10th June  Year 6 Bikeability (details to follow) 

11th June  Year 5 & Year 6 BGHS to watch Matilda (details to follow) 

13th June  School Summer Gala (details to follow) 

16th June  Year 3 Trip to Magna (see separate letter)  

22nd – 24th June Year 6 Trip to Robinwood (see separate letter) 

25th June  Year 4 Trip to Murton Park (see separate letter) 

30th June  Year 1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (see separate letter)  



 
 

We have had another wonderful week in Reception continuing with our learning theme of moving vehicles 
focusing on sea and air travel. The children have loved exploring our roleplay airport desk, developing oracy skills. 
we have been booking our summer holidays with unbelievably good flight prices, we would definitely recommend 
using Windmill Air travel, the customer service was excellent.  
 
The weather has also been kind to us so we have spent lots of time outside, exploring the water area and creating 
our own water ways for boats to travel and flow, building our own ships and aeroplane in construction and using 
the sunshine to create shadow art. 
 
While our outdoor playground is having a little makeover, we are also utilising our open grassed space to focus on 
gross motor and physical skills. In PE we are focussing on different ways to coordinate using our hands and feet 
and the children have been enjoying playing games to develop these skills. 
A few polite reminders especially as we approach the warmer weather  
 
Polite reminders:  

• please can children continue to bring in their own water bottle  

• Please can you apply suncream to your child before coming into school 

• Ensure children have a sun hat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week, the children in Year 5 have really enjoyed continuing their learning about the plague. They are particularly 
excited to begin writing their own diary entries. Each child has chosen a character from the village of Eyam and are 
using their knowledge of the character to express feelings through metaphors, similes, and personification. In 
computing, 5PW have loved starting to design characters for their stop-motion animation projects. The children 
showed great creativity, which has been wonderful to see. In Maths, we have begun a new topic on length and 
perimeter, and the children are already engaging well with the concepts. In DT, the class has enjoyed planning to 
make their own stuffed toys, thinking carefully about their designs and materials. We have also made the most of the 
warmer weather this week and hope it continues into next week! 
 
 
 
Year 4 have had a brilliant second week back. In PE, we have been working on accuracy in our throwing in a variety of 
different ball games. In Science we have introduced classification keys and what they actually are. The children are 
working on developing closed questions in order to create their own classification key for living things found on our 
school grounds. In maths we are truly underway with our learning on decimals. The children have worked practically 
with place value charts to understand that tenths are actually bigger than hundredths! We are very proud of their 
hard work so far this term. See you next week year 4 after you've had a lovely and hopefully sunny weekend!  
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Year 6 have shown fantastic determination and resilience during their final mock SATs week as they prepare for the 
real assessments on 11th May. We are incredibly proud of all their hard work and positive attitudes - they are almost 
at the finish line! 

This week, we have also been making the most of the beautiful sunshine. In PE, the children designed and created 
their own games based on the racket skills they have been developing over the past few months. They worked 
thoughtfully to include clear scoring systems, made sure that everyone could take part and enjoy the activities. 

In addition, we were very lucky to receive a collection of WWII artefacts from Tolson Museum. The children had the 
opportunity to examine each item, make predictions about what they thought it might be and then read the 
information cards to check their ideas/learn about its historical use. They thoroughly enjoyed exploring and 
investigating these fascinating objects. 

 
 
 
This week in Year 1, the children have been busy with lots of exciting learning across the curriculum. In Maths, we 
have been practising counting in 5s and exploring number patterns. We hope you loved seeing their fantastic 
“counting in 5s” crowns come home! 
 

In Curious Quests, we have been using The Big Book of the Blue to inspire our writing and learning all about life 
under the sea. The children have been writing their own questions and learning how to use question marks correctly 
in their sentences. 
 

In Science, we have started our new topic on plants. This week, the children became young scientists as they 
explored and sorted leaves into different categories, carefully looking at their shapes, sizes and textures. 
In Geography, we have begun learning about the continents of the world and discovering where different countries 
are located. 
 

Well done Year 1 for another wonderful week of learning! 
 
 
In Provision, we do a lot of work on our fine motor skills and it is really paying off.  We are very proud of how well all 
of the children are doing with their letter formation and writing their names.  In sensory play, we explored jelly which 
the children loved.  As well as this, we have been learning about the seasons this week.   
 
 
 


