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Do Everything in love - 1 Corinthians 16:14 

NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This Week 
 
We are sorry that we are having to restrict attendance 
next week in Y2,4 and 5. Please note that the partial 
closure will not impact on the attendance figure for 
pupils in those year groups as school is responsible for 
their absence. Absence next Tuesday for children in 
Resourced Provision, Reception, Y1, Y3 and Y6 will count 
and we do want children in those year groups in school 
as attendance is important to us. 
 
We are raising the profile and importance of attendance 
with pupils. We have talked to the children about the 
importance of good attendance and are working with 
the children to look at how we reward those with good 
attendance. Well done to 6CG who have 100% this week 
and had an extra playtime today in the spring sunshine. 
 
Leaders are keen to reduce the number of children with attendance below 90%. This is the 
persistent absentee percentage set by the government. Having attendance below 90% means 
that children are missing on average 1 day every 2 weeks and this has a significant impact on a 
child's educational outcomes and wellbeing. 
 
Leaders have set the whole school attendance target at 97%. This is achievable and was 
routinely met before the pandemic. We know that there has been lots of winter bugs but as 
the weather picks up so should attendance.  
 
We can only improve attendance when the community pulls together. We know that children 
have amazing opportunities and experiences at Windmill and need them here to make the 
most of this. If you are worried about your child's attendance or would like some support with 
attendance please don't hesitate to contact Miss Fisher, Miss Towers or Mr Foulke. 

 
 

We have added a new browser to our school’s infrastructure.  “R;pple adds a necessary safeguarding layer 

into our infrastructure and provides that additional but immediate support for our staff and students. 

R;pple works very well alongside our existing safeguarding support mechanisms and we feel now that we 

have a completely secure system that provides filtering, protection, safeguarding and a reactive platform 

in R;pple.” 

 

The tool is free to install on internet browsers within all education settings and for parents on home 

computers.   Download Ripple here 

 

24 February 2023 

Whole school attendance to date  

Whole school attendance is currently 

95.21%    

This is below our target of 97% 

Class attendance for this week 

RS 97.93%, RW 99.33% 

1GU 97%, 1RR 91.38%, 

2AW 98.67%, 2RS 95.33% 

3AW 96.66%, 3CJ 99 % 

4CP 99.20 %, 4SR 95.86% 

5LP 92%, 5TW 96.77% 

6CG 100%, 6EP 93.21% 

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/
https://www.ripplesuicideprevention.com/install
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Members of staff at St James Hospital in Leeds were thrilled to receive the cards made by 
Year 2 for their act of compassion. 

 
 

Year 1 have had a great first week back.  Children have been working hard in English thinking 
about the key features in a report and planning their own toy reports, we can't wait to read 
them. In numeracy we have been looking at numbers to 50 and the children have been 
counting in tens! 
 
 

Year 6 have made a great start back from the half term holidays. They are loving studying 
more of our World War Two topic, particularly learning about the life of Anne Frank. We have 
been reading extracts from her diary and are going to be writing our own diary entries from 
the perspective of Anne Frank. In PE, we have been honing our blocking skills in a 'keeper of 
the gates' game and children have started making up their own defensive games to show to 
each other. In Science, the children conducted their own investigation on shadows to help 
them understand the correlation between distance and shadow size.  
 
 

Before half term, Year 5 had a fantastic time at our Young Voices concert! They spent the day 
practising the songs and actions as well as learning the routine of each act. By the time 
parents arrived, everyone was super excited to showcase what they'd learnt and they all did 
amazingly well at staying enthusiastic after such a long day. It was great to see so many 
parents there too. Thank you to all the staff who helped out on the day/evening and a thank 
you to parents for promptly and safely picking up their child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week has been a fun start to Spring 2.  On Monday we got to experience playing Pok-ta-
Pok: an Ancient Maya ballgame where you can only use your hips, knees or elbows to hit the 
ball. We loved the challenge of using no hands or feet!  
 
 
 
 

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/
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On Tuesday, Dr Diane (the only Maya archaeologist in the UK) visited 
Year 5 and turned our classroom into a museum full of Ancient 
Maya artefacts. Everyone was super excited to meet her and asked 
her lots of questions. She started the day with a presentation all 
about working and living in the rainforest.  
 
She shared videos and images that she'd taken of the rainforest 
herself. The sound of the howling monkeys got a great reaction! We then spent time learning 
about what makes the Maya so great. We ended with everyone being Maya archaeologists: 
they looked at different artefacts and had to decided what they were made of, what it was 
and who would have had this object. Everyone was very respectful of the artefacts and we 
hope they have now got an even better understanding of the amazing Maya.  

 
 

Resourced Provision. We have been trying to make the most of the milder weather this week 

and have spent a lot of time outside.  We had a change around of the outdoor area and the 

children have enjoyed spending time in the den and on the grass reading stories.  H went to 

Streetbikes and although his face looks very serious, he had a fabulous time.   

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Meals Arrears  
Kirklees School Meals have contacted us concerned about the level of debt that some of our families 
have built up, after taking advise from Kirklees school Meals we have now set a limit on how much 
debt can be built up. If your child’s ParentPay account goes over a £50 debt limit the system will stop 
them from choosing a meal and school will contact parents asking for a packed lunch to be brought to 
school, your child will then need to remain on packed lunches until the debt is cleared. An AUTO TOP 
UP PAYMENT can be set up on ParentPay so that if the account drops below a certain limit, it will 
automatically take an amount set by you from your bank.  
 
 If you are having difficulties you may want to follow this link to find out if you are eligible for Free 
School Meals. 
 
 https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Free-School-Meals-04072018094011/ 

 

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Free-School-Meals-04072018094011/
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As part of our Compassion Week we sent out positive postcards and today we received this 
lovely message:  
We would just like to thank Year 6 for the wonderful postcard message of compassion and 
positivity that we received recently. The card is currently adorning our front porch for all 
to see!  
 
We were delighted to have received the card and loved the positive message. We will 
endeavour to 'keep smiling'!! 
 
Very best wishes and thanks once again! 

 
 

Batley Food Bank  
Our school is still a collection point for the Batley Food Bank. We have a collection box in the 
school office that you can use to donate tinned or dry goods. Batley Food Bank is a registered 
Charity (number 1157520.)  They collect food from the public and redistribute it to families in 
need, providing enough food for the whole family for three meals a day for one week. They 
provide food bank access to anyone in need from Batley and the surrounding areas. Thank you 
in advance for your generosity.   
 
 

 

 
 

 

Diary Dates  
27 Feb – 2 Mar  The book fair will take place in school between 27th Feb 

- Fri 3rd Mar 3.30 - 4.30pm. We will be taking cash and 

card payments for purchases, for further info click the 

link below:  Book Fair   

 

Book vouchers will be sent out on Monday for children 

to use at the book fair. 

2 Mar   World Book Day – (see separate letter) 

17 Jan  Red Nose Day - Children can come to school dressed in 

something red for a small donation. 

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/
file://///fileserver/AdminHome$/sonya.archer/Downloads/scholastic-book-fair-invitation-spring-2023-2164505.pdf

