NEWSLETTER

This Week 23" January 2026

. . Whole school attendance to date
We are proud that our communication reflects our vision to do

‘everything in love’. We write this weekly newsletter that includes
class activities and upcoming events and we write to you when
we have something important to share. We work hard to keep
you informed.

Whole school attendance is
currently 95.08%
This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RSR 94.96% RS 96.21%

(o) 0,
Moving forwards, we are looking at other ways in which we can 1P 92.69% 1W 88.4%

share what has been happening in school and important 2RT 98.97% 2TR 92.07%
information about your child. Our focus has been on how we use 3A 91.72% 3S 90.36%
social media and how we can best use our new management 4C 95.48% 4H 86.21%

information system. 5PW 97.33% 5S 94.83%

0, )
Very soon we will be launching our official Windmill Facebook 6L 97.93% 6W 98.57%

page and will be closing down our X accounts. You will no doubt

understand our reasons for doing this. We intend to run just one Facebook account in the hope that it is
easier to manage and will have a continual stream of Windmill content. This will be launched before half
term.

Behind the scenes we have changed our Management Information System. We have recently moved to
Arbor which gives us the option of a Parent Portal. Once launched, you will then be able to download
the Arbor App to your phone and use it to pay for dinners and trips, send and receive messages and to
track things like your child’s attendance. We hope to launch this by the end of the term.

Please see the link below for the January 2026 edition of the Kirklees SEND Newsletter.
https://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/kirklees-send-newsletters/kirklees-send-newsletters/january-2026-
kirklees-send-newsletter/

All pupils will be taking part in our DT Day on Friday 30th January 2026. The topic of the day will be focused
on ‘moving mechanisms’ where pupils will be asked to design, make and evaluate their creation.

Pupil’s work will be showcased in their classrooms on Friday 30th January 2026 after school.


https://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/kirklees-send-newsletters/kirklees-send-newsletters/january-2026-kirklees-send-newsletter/
https://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/kirklees-send-newsletters/kirklees-send-newsletters/january-2026-kirklees-send-newsletter/

Diary Dates:

30" Jan 26 DT showcase in classrooms

5t Feb 26 Y5, Dr Diane — Maya Workshop (see separate letter)

9t Feb 26 Chance to shine Cricket. Y6 Afterschool cricket (see separate letter)
10t Feb 26 Y5 — Young Voices (see separate letter)

13t Feb 26 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

16% - 20" Feb 26 Half Term

39 Mar 26 West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals (see separate letter)

5t Mar 26 Y3 — Bagshaw Museum

This week, Year 3 have been learning an Egyptian dance. The children have explored a range of different shapes and
have been practising how to link them together smoothly using transitions. They have shown great focus and
creativity while performing the dance. We have also started our gymnastics unit. The children have been learning
different body shapes and working together in trios to create sequences. Next week, we will begin to develop our
routines further by adding jumps. In Maths, the children have been working out remainders practically, using
equipment to help them understand what happens when numbers do not divide equally.

Year 4 have been oracy mad this week! We did a huge table task in History using Al generated pictures where we
answered the questions 'is this person rich or poor?'. We have also done lots of oracy in RE and Guided Reading such
as traverses, working in trios and working in pairs. We have used Talk Detectives, whose job is to sneak round the
classroom looking at brilliant oracy and give them a special shoutout at the end - they also get to wear a funky hat. In
PE, we have started a new topic of gymnastics. We started by looking at different moves and ended up putting them
into a sequence. Some children got to show the class their sequence and the rest cheered them on.

Thank you for all your generous donations for our Act of Compassion please keep bringing them in! Next week year 4
will start to make some cards, poems and other handmade gifts (we might even try to sew some gifts in our DT
lessons).




Year 6 had an exciting and enriching week with some very special visitors - magistrates from Kirklees. Each class
spent a full morning learning about what it means to be a magistrate, how crimes are dealt with, sentencing
decisions, online safety and even punishments from the past, including being sent to Australia for stealing bread! The
children were also given the opportunity to make their own sentencing judgements based on different scenarios and
were amazed to discover that magistrates are volunteers who are not paid. Later in the week, Year 6 continued to
develop their oracy skills through a 'Harkness' discussion, where children worked in small groups to share their
thoughts and opinions before one child summarised and fed back to the class. They were incredibly articulate and
thoughtful throughout. Well done, Year 6!

Another busy week in Year 2. In Maths, the children have completed their unit on 2D and 3D shapes and have now
begun exploring money. The children have started recognising different coins, learning their values, and using them
to make simple amounts. They have particularly enjoyed handling coins.

In Music, the children had a great time exploring how everyday objects can be used to create exciting sound effects
for stories and performances.

We have had a lovely week in Reception. Our focus this week has been woodland animals and in Drawing Club our
focus text has been ‘The Gruffalo’. Despite the wet miserable weather we have been out in the mud, the children
have been on a scavenger hunt for Gruffalo and his friends and we have made scrambled snake and owl ice cream in
the cafe. In maths the children have been pairing and doubling. We have been searching around to find pairs of socks
and washing pairs of wellies outside after our very muddy exploring. One of our highlights this week has been
observing and talking to the children about their own Gruffalo creation in the play-dough, the vocabulary and
language has been wonderful to listen to and build on with the children. Well done Reception, have a restful
weekend as next week we will be going on a bear hunt....

Reminders

- Please send some family photos for our home corner display to make it feel even more like home. You can send a
picture to the office via email. Office@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk

- Please send spare clothes in your child’s bag. We play out in all weathers and sometimes the mud finds its way
past the waterproofs and wellies...we would be very grateful if children had some spare socks in their bags and
any borrowed clothes are returned to school.

- Lots of children are bringing in toys and personal items from home, please can you support us with this and
ensure anything thing from home of not brought into school.

Thank you




