&2 NEWSLETTER

23" February 2024

This Week
Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
95.27%
This is below our target of 97%

It has been a busy half term holiday and busy first week
back. Teachers have worked hard to write your child’s
report over the holiday. This will be sent home with your
child today. What has impressed me is that every report is Class attendance for this week
personal and | can see that children in school are RR93% RW 97.3%
celebrated and known for who they are. You will be able to
discuss your child’s report at parents evening next
Wednesday and Thursday. 2D 95.8%, 25 99.3%

3R 95.3% 3P 96.9%,

1H 93%, 1U 97.3%,

Year 5 went to Young Voices on Wednesday. This is a long
trip that leaves school at dinner time and returns home
from Sheffield Arena after 10pm. We know that this is an
incredible experience for pupils and | want to thank the 6G 93%, 60 90.3%
staff for giving up their evening to provide this opportunity.

4B 94.9%, 4P 94.3%
5TW 86.2%, 5W 96.9%

This half term we are increasing our oracy work in lessons. Oracy is about learning to speak and
learning through speaking. We are working with Voice 21 this year to develop this practice in all
classrooms as we know that oracy increases pupil life chances and academic attainment. We want
every child to feel heard and is an expression of our vision to ‘do everything in love’. In the coming
weeks look out for more oracy learning featured in our newsletter.

27™ Feb Y5 MAYA Workshop (see separate letter)

28 Feb Y3 Bagshaw Museum (see separate letter)

28t & 29t Parents Evening (see separate letter)

4th — 7th Mar Book Fair (World book day 7t" March — details to follow)
14™ Mar POW disco (see poster below)

20™ Mar Easter Service (letter to follow)

Tesco Stronger Starts We are delighted that voting is open at your local Tesco for funding our Windmill

Wellbeing Garden. Vote for us with your blue token to revamp our pond area with dipping platform,

birdwatching & storytelling areas for all our children to enjoy.



Year 6 enjoyed a fantastic World War 2 experience afternoon on Monday. During PE, we learnt and played a
variety of traditional playground games such as hopscotch, 5 Stones and 'What time is it Mr Wolf?'. During WW2
the motto 'Make do and mend' was important as people did not have the money to replace torn or worn-out
clothing. To imagine what this was like, we tried our hand at repairing tears and rips in clothes using the sewing
skills we have previously learnt. As well as cracking German codes, we also made our own butter and sampled
this along with home-made blackberry jam and bread. It was delicious!

Year 4 have had a wonderful first week back! We started off with our Carry My Story morning, investigating
ourselves and what makes us us! We created handprints, jigsaws and posters about ourselves and our hopes
and dreams to send to our link school partners and we're looking forward to getting letters from them in return!

Two of Year 3 children took part in the West Yorkshire Cross Country yesterday and both did very well. H came
52nd out of 130 ish girls (6:55) and H came 38th out of 140 boys (5:52). Congratulations, we are very proud of
you both!

We have had a lovely week in Year 2. Mrs Swale's highlight has been in Guided Reading where some Y2's had a
fantastic discussion about a text we had been investigating, the children were able to speak confidently and
clearly about what we can learn from the text and how it teaches us to be kind to everybody no matter who
they are. The children could build on each other’s ideas showing a fantastic understanding of both the text but
also our developing Oracy skills.



Young Voices

Year 5 went to Young Voices this week and wow what an amazing experience. Most of our children
have never been inside an arena before and were shocked at the size. It’s even more impressive when
it fills up with over 4,000 children singing together! It truly is an impressive sight and sound and we
are delighted we were able to be part of Young Voices again this year. It makes all the hard work that
the children and teachers and the extremely long day whilst there worth it. Thank you to all the
parents that were able to come along to support such a wonderful event.

This week saw the start of our dinosaur topic in Reception. We have looked at the book Stone Girl,
Bone Girl which tells the story of Mary Anning, a famous fossil collector and palaeontologist. The
children have drawn their own fossils and started to learn some really interesting dinosaur facts. In
Maths we have learnt about length and time. We have been measuring and ordering lengths of ribbon
and drawn around each other outside to see who is the longest and shortest. Learning about time
helped us to understand what we do throughout the week and we even timed how many pom poms
we could pick up with tweezers in 1 minute. You can introduce this at home with your children by
timing how long they should brush their teeth for or how long it takes them to get dressed.

A huge thank you to Year 5 for coming to visit us this week to read your amazing stories to the
children. Reception children absolutely loved your books and couldn’t wait to create their own when
you left. You really made an impact!




In provision we have been exploring different fruits. We looked at them on the outside and explored how they
feel then we cut them open to see what they were like on the inside and, most inmportantly, we tasted them.

Year 1 have had a successful week in maths they have been looking at measuring length and height using
different objects. Mrs Humphryson and Miss Underhill were blown away by the children using speech marks in
English! We have been developing our Oracy skills in Science and English, talking about different flowers we find
in winter and what we think might happen next in The Storm Whale.

Fillin the missing speech marks
My favourite colour is g 5 b
T love spoghefti said Mot 11T need to tell you something'said 8en.

ﬂny favourite colour is greeh gt

We enjoyed our time learning in the bungalow this week, we used the PE equipment to practise our
gross motor skills.

POW will be holding KS1 and KS2 school discos on
14™ March. KS1 in the KS1 hall and KS2 Hall. The
cost of the disco will be £3.50 payable on
parentpay (see poster below).




TERM DATES 2024 -2025

Autumn Term

Term starts 2nd September 2024

Half term 28th October —15t November 2024

Last day of term 20th December 2024

Spring Term

Term starts 6t January 2025

Half term 17th — 21st February 2025
Last day of term 4th April 2025
Easter Break 7th April - 21st April 2025

Summer Term

Term starts 2214 April 2025

Half term 26t May - 30th May 2025

Last term of term 22nd July 2025

Bank Holidays:
Monday 1st January
Friday 18th April
Monday 21st April
Monday 5th May
Monday 26th May

Inset Days:

Monday 2nd September 2024
Friday 25th October

Friday 14th February

Monday 21st July

Tuesday 22nd July



Fop Windmill

Church of England Primary School
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Thursday
14th March
\)é\o 3.30pm - 4.30pm J%'e
. g s Of'
\é\@(\o\% 6/6‘ e,’d 9 /Sp-S‘
2O &\)(\ Q O(//'
< Iy
0\‘50 hy, r
\' Tickets are d-/
£3.50

(payable on parentpay)
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INFO@BATLEYSPORTINGFOUNDATION.ORG

Eligible children must receive
free school meals to attend

EASTER
CAMP

25TH - 28TH
MARCH

10AM - 2PM

8-12 YEARS

Batley Bulldogs RLFC
Fox's Biscuits Stadium
+ Heritage Road, WF17 7NZ



