NEWSLETTER

22nd November 2024

This—Weel_( ) ) Whole school attendance to date
In collective worship we have been looking at the golden Whole school attendance is currently

rule that runs through all major world faiths. Put simply

. , : 1 96.59%
this rule is to treat others in the way you’d like to be his is bel £ 979
treated yourself. Sometime children and adults forget this This is below our target of 97%

rule and we have looked at the power of words to lift Class attendance for this week
others but also put them down. Studies show that it takes RH 98.40%, RS 93.70%

6 positive comments to negate the harmful effects of 1P 94.00%, 1W 95.67%
something negative. This can be face to face, reported

and even online and recently we have had incidents in 2€91.67%, 2TP 92.33%
which children have been unkind on things like 3R 96.33%, 35 98.06%

WhatsApp and Snapchat. We have talked a lot this week

about the power of positivity and the importance of 4D 37.67%, 4H 98.21%
compliments and kindness. Please spend time this 5G 93.10%, 5P 97.59%
weekend talking to children about the importance of
positivity both online and in face to face interactions. This
is one way that we ‘do everything in love’.

6L 100%, 6W 94%

In school work has been completed on the Wildlife garden and new pond. This is going to be a
special place come the springtime. Pupils have brought home a flyer and we are asking them to
come up with a name for this reinvigorated corner of our school grounds.

THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR A RECEPTION IS PLACE 15T JANUARY 2025.

Our Prospective Open Events for new starters in September 2025 are now open and
tickets can be booked via our website:
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

For activities in Kirklees -https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/



https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Diary Dates:

5% Dec Christmas Jumper Day

5% Dec POW Christmas Discos (details below)

6" Dec Year 2 Trip to Leeds Ind Museum (see separate letter)
16" & 17" Dec Reception Sing along (details to follow)

17" Dec KS2 Christmas Dinner

18" Dec KS1 Christmas Dinner

20" Dec Christmas Service at Church (letter to follow)

20" Dec Last day of term

6" Jan 2025 First day back

We were delighted to receive a trophy this week from our School Sports Partnership. This is for
'Outstanding Contribution to Cross Country'. We will engrave and display it in school. Well done to every
child (all 91 of them!) who volunteered and enthusiastically ran this year! Thank you again to every staff
member and family member who supported this event.

The next round of the cross country (25 children through to this) was due to take place this week but as a
result of the snow, this will now be in January.

Year 5 have had a very busy week. In maths, as part of our preparation for our new Fractions unit, we have been
focusing on our times table knowledge. We have taken part in a range of activities including TT rockstars. Passwords
have been sent home for all children; please could we ask that they practise regularly at home to improve recall and
fluency.

In guided reading, children have continued to read Rainforest warrior and have taken part in an oracy lesson to discuss
democracy and dictatorship. 5P are continuing to enjoy their swimming lessons and it has been fantastic to not only
see their abilities improve but their confidence also. Each week the swimming teachers always comment on how polite
the children are and how well they engage in lessons.




This week the Bungalow have enjoyed exploring the snow and a range of winter activities. We have explored dyeing
snow with different food colours and all the different textures the frost has brought us. We are also working hard on
group activities and taking turns.

In Additionally Resourced Provision, we have continued to work on our theme for this half term which is ‘Light and
Dark’ by decorating biscuits so that they look like the night sky or the sky in the daytime. When it snowed, O wanted
to play in the snow but didn’t like going outside in the cold so we brought a bowl of snow inside for here — as you can

see, she was enjoying exploring it using all of her senses!

We have used a traverse line in guided reading and science this week in Year 2. We enjoy being able to talk and listen
to different ideas, opinions and thoughts like this. In science we used Explorify photographs to discuss materials:
Which is the odd one out? What is wrong here? What material is this? We enjoyed zooming in and out and looking
closely at a sponge and why its structure makes it absorbent. In class collective worship we loved decorating rainbows
to celebrate our diversity. In Maths, we have spent time learning how to use column addition and column subtraction
method. Could you ask your child to show you how to use this new method?

Year 3: This week, as part of our Stone Age to Iron Age topic, we learned about the prehistoric monument,
Stonehenge. We looked at a map to see where it is located and how far it is from our school. We discussed when it
was built, how it was built and what it was used for. The children learned about the different types of stones used and
where they came from. The children then used different materials to work together to make a model of Stonehenge.
Z & N said that they liked using Lego for the top part because it made it look like it had bumps.

G said, 'l learned that it is in a circle and there are things in it.'




In Year 4 this week we started to build our pavilions for our design technology project. The children are building their
own models; however, it was lovely to see them still interacting with each other by offering tips and tricks to help their
peers. The children are working on multiplication and division in Maths. They have worked all the way up to their 12
times tables and we are going to keep practising these daily. If you have any spare time at home, please encourage
your children to practise their times tables. In English we have focussed on putting speech into our writing. The
children have really enjoyed it and have worked really hard to understand the different rules surrounding this. We
created a bar chart in Science this week as we measured different sounds using a decibel meter. Well done for trying
your best this week, Year 4! See you after the weekend.

Reception have started to learn about space this week. They have enjoyed the story ‘Whatever Next’ and have created
their own characters, planets and a space town. Children have used their imagination to recreate rockets, accessories
to wear when visiting the moon and pretended to be on the moon within both the indoor and outdoor provision.

In maths this week, we have been learning about ‘squares and rectangles’, children have been able to identify them,
name them and draw their own shapes. We have discovered the shapes within our provision and shared similarities
and differences within these in their homes.

We have loved exploring the snow this week. Children have created their own ice experiments, snow angels and
snowmen. Later in the week, children explored the ice within different tuff trays, on the ground and in the water tray.
They were able to add powder paint to the ice and discover how the ice melted.

This week in Year 1, we have started our unit on Shapes. We have been investigating 2D and 3D shapes, figuring out
their properties, and using them to make other things. Look at some of our creations!

In English, we have met a mischievous little alien and his cat buddy. There has been some fantastic writing about what
they get up to and we've also learnt more about Professor Klunk and his friends.

In Geography, the children have started to get really good at remembering the countries and capital cities in the UK
and they did a Harkness to show off all of the new things they learnt . We unravelled the wool between the children
sharing ideas to make a fun pattern. They did a brilliant job focusing on their oracy, making sure they were loud and
clear with their voices.
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Tickets are
£3.50
(payable on parentpay)

Each child will receive
crisps, a biscuit, endless juice
and a festive lolly!

POW CHRISTMAS DISCO
Our Pow Christimas Discos take place on 5™ December in both halls from
2.20pm until 4.30pm.

The cost is £3.50 and ivcludes the disco and refreshments. If your child
wishes to attend please pay via Parentpav.



