Friday, 21% October 2022

=\Y

I Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
This Week 96.78%
We can't believe its half term already! We have had a This is above our target of 97%
great start to the year in school with lots of highlights. Class attendance for this week
We have seen our new Reception children settle really RS 89.66%, RW 94.67%

well as well as our new children in the Resourced
Provision. Across school we are seeing children taking
pride in their learning and valuing the experiences we 2AW 92%, 2RS 93.67%
offer that enrich the curriculum. This week Y5 and Y1 3AW 94.33%, 3CJ 96.21%
performed their dances for me. They have worked hard
over the half term to prepare these and they were
wonderful. | have seen Y5 cooking many, many batches 5LP 88.67%, 5TW 96.77%
of Lentil Spag Bol and have seen many creative projects
in DT and Art. We have received our Quality Mark for
Science teaching and have seen our pupils enjoy sport,
music and many after school activities.

1GU 94.33%, 1RR 97.59%,

4CP 91.85%, 4SR 94.83%

6CG 90.69%, 6EP 98.93%

There is so much to look forward to next half term. We start with Rock Kids (please do not
feel compelled to buy their merchandise - we have paid for this visit) and finish with a musical
concert on the last day. In between we'll have our Reception Nativity, Year 3 carol concert, a
panto in school and some class trips taking place. We also have lots of learning and an
engaging curriculum to deliver. We really do Inspire, Believe and Achieve doing 'everything in
love' (1 Corinthians 16:14).

We hope that you all have a great half term.

Rights Respecting Council
This week the Rights Respecting Council delivered a collective worship for the whole school.
They told us about 3 UN articles for children:
e Article 6: The right to develop in the best possible way
e Article 13: Children have the right to share with others what they learn, think or feel
(unless it harms other people).
e Article 14: Children have the right to choose their own thoughts, opinions and
religion (but this should not stop other people from enjoying their rights).

We would love for you to talk to your child about these. Thank you

Coats

Due to the colder/wetter weather can we please ask that all children come to school with a
weather appropriate coat. This is particularly important for Year 5 who walk to swimming, as
several children did not have a coat this week.

POW will be holding a pre-loved coat sale in the very near future.

Designated Senior Leads for safeguarding children: Miss Neul, Mrs Beveridge, Mrs Stevens, Miss A Fisher
Windmill Church of England Primary School, Upper Batley Lane, Batley. WF17 ONP. 01924 470555

Web: www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk



http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/

What a start to Year 4. The children have enjoyed learning about different buildings around the world,
using different strategies in calculations and writing stories with a dilemma. They have also shown
great interest in our Science unit 'States of Matter' especially when we melted chocolate!

T said, "Year 4 has been good so far. | like most of the subjects. Maths is sometimes easy and
sometimes hard. Guided Reading is fun."

M said, "So far my favourite part of year 4 has been English! I've really enjoyed the little videos we've
watched and writing our stories with dilemmas!"

The children in provision have been busy making footprint Christmas trees for their Cauliflower cards.
They loved having their feet painted, RA-P pretended to be The Hulk! We have also made the most of
the weather this week by splashing in some huge puddles.

What a wonderful half term Reception have had! All the children have settled in so well and are
getting very involved in their learning. Our focus on Autumn and Diwali have been particularly
popular. Next half term we will be starting PE so children should come in their PE kits on the first
Tuesday back. PE kit should be black jogging bottoms or leggings, white t-shirt, school jumper and
trainers. Both classes have also received all their class smiles so they have gained their class rewards.
The children have chosen to bring a teddy to school. This will be the Friday of the first week back.
Please can all teddies be labelled with your child's name. Thank you and have a lovely October break.

Thrive. This half term, we have been really busy in the Bungalow. We have begun the year by looking
at the brain and how we can keep ourselves in the green zone and be ready to learn. We've also
explored how our bodies react when we feel different emotions. More recently we have been
exploring autumnal sensory activities and have particularly enjoyed making conker snails and spooky
spiders. Lastly, we have just launched our new Positive Post-box. Children may write or draw on
postcards and post them to spread positivity across school. We have loved reading the children’s
messages so far!
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Year 5 This week the children had their final dance lesson with Mrs Hartley. All of Year 5 gathered on
the playground to perform their belonging dance for one last time. It was amazing to watch all of them
showcase their skills as we know how hard they have worked this term. Mrs Hartley commented on
how much progress she has seen this term as she has taught them dance since KS1. Well done Year 5!

On Thursday, Year 5 had their last swimming lesson of the term. Every child was
swimming in the same pool and it was a great opportunity to reflect on how far
they've come since the start of the year. Lots of children were given their Award 1
for swimming and some children even achieved their Award 3. Well done
everyone!

Year 3 have been looking at narratives in English this week. They are really excited to re-write part of
Ug in the style of a narrative! Elsewhere in Year 3, children have enjoyed their PE lessons and have
made great progress towards mastering the skills taught in our Strike, React, Rally unit. Their
understanding of how each part of the unit links to achieving success has been incredible!

We are so proud of Year 1 and all their hard work this half term. The children have completed some
excellent pieces of writing about the Gruffalo this week showing off all our amazing learning in English.
Year 1 have enjoyed learning about Autumn in Science this week noticing the changes that occur
during this season and completed some wonderful Autumn windows and sentences. We have
completed our Dance block with Mrs Hartley and the children have shown wonderful listening skills
and perseverance when learning the 'our house' dance - Well done!

We hope that everyone has an enjoyable half term break and we are excited about all the amazing
learning we have planned for after the break.

POW are doing a pre-loved coat campaign, as the days are getting wetter and
colder and are asking for donations of winter coats that are still in wearable
condition.

PE UNIFORM — All children are expected to wear the correct PE uniform:
*Plain Black joggers, shorts, leggings

*plain white t-shirt

*plain trainers

*school jumper/cardigan

Your child will be asked to change into spare school kit if they do not
come to school wearing the correct uniform. Thank you.
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24-28% Oct Half term

31 Oct Deadline to apply for a secondary school place

2 Nov Cauliflower Cards Artwork to be returned to school (see separate letter for
details)

4 Nov Rock Kidz/TTRockstars Day, children can dress up as Rockstars for a small

donation. (See separate letter for details)

14 Nov Parent Team Teach Workshop (Limited places, to book please send an email to
office@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk)

18 Nov Children in Need — Spotacular. Children can come to school wearing something
spotty for a small donation to raise funds for Children in Need

Are your pupils nutty about nature?

Do they love to get excited about the environment?

Inspire potential poets to enter our brand new Poems for the Planet

competition — brought to you by Greenpeace and National Poetry Day. The
winning poems will be published on our website!

The competition is open to all ages from 7 and above and entering
couldn’t be simpler!

Step 1. Download the workshop based on the poem Nature Trail by
Benjamin Zephaniah to use with your class this National Poetry Day and
help them to value nature’s treasures.

Step 2. Delve into our fantastic free teacher resources for 7 — 11-year-olds.

Step 3. Create and compose your perfect poem — you can use any poetry
form and it can be up to 400 words.

Step 4. Submit your poem by midnight on 1 December 2022 using the
online form.

The link to the website is here: https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poems-for-

the-planet/

Designated Senior Leads for safeguarding children: Miss Neul, Mrs Beveridge, Mrs Stevens, Miss A Fisher
Windmill Church of England Primary School, Upper Batley Lane, Batley. WF17 ONP. 01924 470555

Web: www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk



http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poems-for-the-planet/
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poems-for-the-planet/

