&2 NEWSLETTER

This Week
It feels like Spring has finally arrived. The school grounds are
looking greener and our new pond area is coming to life.

21° March 2025

Whole school attendance to date

In school we had our ducklings in Reception. They were Whole school attendance is currently
incredibly cute and quite mischievous and we know that they 96.48%

taught the children lots about life cycles and also that guinea This is below our target of 97%
pigs don’t come from eggs! These are sourced from an ethical Class attendance for this week
provider and are kept on a duck farm after they have hatched RH 98.04%, RS 98.49%
living a full and happy life. We were sad to see them go. 1P 96.33%, 1W 95.67%

In lots of classes, we have been doing assessments this week. 2C 93.00%, 2TP 96.67%
We know that the change in routine can be challenging for 3R 97.67%, 3S 99.35%
some and we are proud of the effort from our children. They 4D 97.67%, 4H 99%
have worked hard and done their best. 5G 98%. 5P 96.21%

We also had a group of Year 6 pupils trained in cup stacking 6L 96.21%, 6W 91.00%

this week who then ran an event for younger children from

other schools. Feedback from the Sports Partnership staff was that our pupils were incredible role models
and fantastic ambassadors for inclusive sport and our school. Well done to those that did that. We are
proud of you.

Easter Service

We have begun rehearsing for our Easter Service. This is an important event in our year and we do
appreciate your support and attendance at our services. However, we are increasingly being criticised for
lack of tickets and have had parents/carers turn up without them. Space is limited by the Church building
and their fire regulations. We have been able to increase ticket allocation to 50 per service and are
looking at whether this can be increased further. We are unable to run more than 2 services given the
logistics and time they take and any suggestion that we should do this lacks any understanding of what is
involved in planning and delivering our church services.

We therefore ask that you only request tickets for one of the services. We also ask that you do not turn
up without a ticket. Doing so puts pupils at risk in the event of an incident such as a fire. We also ask that
you refrain from criticising the lack of tickets and understand that Church is an important part of our
school character and that we attend to celebrate and come together as a community. We also ask that
you treat the office staff with respect over ticket allocation.

Church services should not be a divisive as they are becoming and it would be a shame if the actions of a
small number of people forced us to re-evaluate this important community event.

Dogs
We do not allow dogs on the premises. If you bring a dog to drop off/ pick up can you please stand to the

side away from the entrance. We have parents and pupils who have allergies/fear of dogs and have
struggled to get past to the main entrance. Thank you.

Car Park

Parents MUST NOT enter the car park unless they have consent from school. This will be monitored.

The car park is small and very busy and needs to be used to meet the needs of children at our school with
prior agreement.



Diary Dates:

27" Mar 2025 Yr 3 to Bagshaw Museum (see separate letter)
4t April 2025 Easter Service (Details to follow)

7th — 22" April 2025 Easter Holidays (18t & 215 Bank holidays)

5th May 2025 Bank Holiday

26" — 30" May 2025 Half Term (26" May Bank holiday)

Free school meals

Other food support and help

Contact Kirklees free-phone support line 01484 221928 or contact the school office.
Other help available with the cost of living

Cost of living

Who is eligible for free school meals, how to apply for them and what happens after you have applied.
Free school lunch for every child in infant school

All infant school pupils in state funded schools in England are eligible for a free school meal. Every child in
reception, year 1 and year 2 can enjoy a hot, nutritious meal at lunch time. Everyone is entitled, regardless of
circumstances and you don't need to apply. Speak to your child's school for more information.

Apply for free school meals
Children and young people who live in Kirklees can apply for free school meals if they:

attend full time at a local authority school or sixth form
are under 19 years of age
and their parents or carers receive one or more of the following:

Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed
by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

Income support

Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

Income Related Employment and Support Allowance

Child Tax Credit, but are not entitled to a Working Tax Credit and your annual income (as assessed by
Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs) is less than £16,190

Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/schools/free-school-meals.aspx
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In year 2 we have been playing lions and hyenas in PE — helping us to develop our skills of
Look, Run, Avoid. It was also great fun trying to steal ‘food’ from the lions! In science we are
learning about taking care of ourselves in different ways and this has linked to our PSHE.
We looked at some healthy snacks and learnt some new names of some more unusual fruit
and vegetables.

In PE news this week we have distributed some new equipment for the afterschool club and key stage 1 playground
and put together a resource box for both year 3 and 4 for their Outdoor and Adventurous PE units of work.

Some of our Year 6 pupils represented school this week at a Speed Stacking
competition. Our pupils were selected as umpires. They received some specialist
training in school on Tuesday morning and then attended the event at the Sports
Centre for the rest of the day. We are very proud of our children for taking on
this role with such enthusiasm and maturity to enable other local children to
enjoy the competition.

In ARP this week, our theme is ‘woodland creatures’; we have been looking at the story of The Gruffalo by Julia

Donaldson. The children have enjoyed watching the story during board time and have created their own Gruffalos
during making on Monday. For our arts and craft activity this week, we began our Eid preparations by making cards.

The children loved working in small groups to decorate the bases of beehives that will go back to
OutbackBeez . Together they decided to paint the sky background & do fingerprints for the %@ bees. We
chose to decorate hearts to link with the school vision ' Do everything in love .




In Year 3 this week, Mrs Greenup said the children worked really well in French to use their learning from previous
lessons to plan, rehearse and deliver a presentation about 'Dans mon sac - In my bag.' The children worked in small
groups for their presentation. They spoke in French to say what items were inside their school bag and something that
they did not have. The Year 3 staff loved watching the videos of their presentations and were very impressed with how
clearly and confidently they spoke.

We have been learning about the lifecycle of frogs this week in the Bungalow. Did you know that when a tadpole
grows legs it is called a froglet? We have also enjoyed a walk to our pond to have a look for spring changes and carried
on taking care of all of our plants. Our sunflowers are growing so well.

This week, in year 4 pupils worked extremely hard on their assessments and Year 4 staff are proud of them. We
continued learning about the influence the Ancient Greek had on the Olympics today and compared the similarities
and differences. Children continued making their own websites in computing and in DT we explored different biscuit
packaging, discussing which ones we liked and why using out presentational skills. Year 4 were shocked to see the
effects that Sugar and acids have on the Enamel when conducting our experiment. We left some eggs overnight and
looked at the effect different liquids had on the egg shell. Pupils were amazed to see the effects of the orange juice
and Vinegar solution on the eggshells!

This week in Curious Quests, Year 1 have been adventurers. We have loved imagining how we could be in a lush jungle
or in Antarctica seeing glaciers or an avalanche. The children have also had to crack the quest code by using the word
'and' in their sentences.

In Maths, we have started to measure the length of items using centimetres and now know how to use a ruler to do
this. We can also compare items that are longer or shorter.

In DT, we have loved testing our own wheels made from cardboard against wooden wheels and evaluated what we
have made so far. The children have added their wheels to an axle and next week will be using the junk modelling to
make the top of their moving toy. If you have any spare boxes in your recycling, we still need a few more. Have a lovely
weekend and thank you for your continued support.



Year 6 have enjoyed the sunshine in PE this week and used their skills from the last unit of PE around blocking,
guarding and supporting to create their own games. They ensured there was a point system, everyone was involved
and that there was appropriate challenge if the teams were finding it too easy. They then used their oracy skills to
explain their games to their peers and everyone then played each other's to practise their skills further. Well done
Year 6!

In science, we have been learning about light and how we see objects. They have learnt the different parts of the eye
and how each part supports the others to help it function. In relation to this, year 6 creating periscopes to learn how
light travels in straight lines and reflects off the mirrors to allow us to see. They then tested out their periscopes to see
how they worked and had great fun understanding the science behind it. Keep up the hard work everyone!

It has been a happy and emotional week in Reception as we said goodbye to the ducklings. It has been fantastic to
watch the chlldren be caring, thoughtful and calm with the ducklings and we have had a lot of interesting discussions
5 Ol ‘ watching their development. The children have been discussing the life cycle and been
interested by animals that come from eggs and ones that don’t and have been able to
apply this thinking on our new topic of jungle animals. The children’s interest in this new
topic has been fascinating and they have brought their own knowledge and facts to our
non-fiction week. It has been a different drawing club week as the children have focused
on teaching each other facts about the jungle habitat and animals that live there.

In maths, we have continued to develop the children’s understanding of number up to 10. As
we work on this strong understanding of these numbers it will form a strong foundation as the
children progress to numbers beyond 10. They have worked on quickly recognising number
bonds to 10, as well as spotting doubles to help their counting skills.

As spring has sprung we spent time planting seeds in the outside area. This also formed part
of our R.E lessons which has focused on caring for our world. Once some of these seeds have
begun to grow we will be holding a plant sale to raise money for a charity and we will give you
more information about this soon.

Could we please ask that you check the names in your school jumpers as some nhamed jumpers can’t be found at
school and may have been taken home by mistake.

This week has been assessment week and we are so proud of how our Year 5 children have pushed themselves; they
have shown true determination and resilience. In English, we have recapped all things relative clauses, speech,
prepositional phrases and adverbial phrases in preparation for our hot write next week where we will be retelling the
Maya creation story. In our computing lessons this week, we have looked at what copyright means and how we
must think about a fair usage policy before using anyone else's work on the internet. Next week, we will be
creating our own posters all about the Maya Gods which we are really looking forward to. 5P enjoyed the
sunshine this week in their PE lesson. We worked hard to create our own games using elements of invade,
evade and capture. We then showed off our games and taught our friends and taught them our rules and
the aim of the game.




ODD SOCKS

Pupils and staff have come to school in odd socks today to e <

raise awareness for World Down Syndrome Day today SQNODX(\)’#




