NEWSLETTER

This Week 20t September 2024

This has been a really busy week in school. Reverend Jess

joined us on Thursday for a blessing service. We read then Whole school attendance to date
names of every child in each class and said blessings for all of Whole school attendance is currently
our pupils who were invited to make those blessings their own. 97.13%

It’s a good way to start the year as one big family doing This is above our target of 97%
everything in love. Class attendance for this week

. . RH 93% RS 96.92%
In school Year 6 have worked with local artists to make a larger 0 0

than life Queen Victoria that will be the centre piece of the 1P 98%, 1W 99.67%,
Batley Heritage parade on Saturday 28™ September 11-5pm on 2C 98.62%, 2TP 97.33%

the market place. More details to follow. 3R 97.67%, 35 95%

Classes are really settled and our new staff are loving being 4D 99.66%, 4H 93.93%
part of the Windmill family. They have enjoyed getting to know
our community and have said how welcome our parents and
carers have made them feel.

5G 94.15%, 5P 96.90%
6L 98.62%, 6W 100%

“THIS MORNING,
HE HAD A . N N

RUNNY NOSE... Attendance remains a priority for us and we are pleased to see that the vast
HIM Nowt® .

2N majority of children are attending regularly. If you have any concerns about
attendance or would like to speak to us about an attendance matter then please
don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher, Miss Towers or Mr Foulke.

If your child is in year 6 then you must apply for a place at secondary school. Each year applications are
open between September and October.

You can apply to a secondary school between 1 September and 31 October, applying later than this is
considered a late application unless in Kirklees judgement there are significant and exceptional reasons for
it not being received on time. For further information please:
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-secondary-school-place.aspx

Our Prospective Open Events for new starters in September 2025 are now open and
tickets can be booked via our website:
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

Asda Cashpot for schools You can support school and still earn your rewards!
Between 2nd Sept - 30th Nov, every time you shop with Asda Rewards & choose
Windmill, Asda will donate to our school cashpot.



https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-secondary-school-place.aspx
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

Diary Dates:

27 Sept Macmillan Coffee Event (see separate letter)
10t Oct Individual/siblings’ photos

22" Oct Flu vaccinations

25% Oct INSET Day, school closed to children

28" Oct — 1 Nov Half term

4 Nov 1%t day back for children
P/ e \
We were visited by John from our School Sports partnership this week. He came to a /, \\
whole school collective worship to award us with our plaque for achieving the School { \‘
Games Gold award last year. This is for all the children and staff's hard work in PE ’( m "
lessons, Sports Days and at events we take part in such as cross country running, cricket \ GOLD /
matches, orienteering and tennis. Thank you also to parents and carers who support all \\ Y

of these events or encourage their children to be active. Well done everyone.

NATIONAL We also celebrated National Fitness Day this week. Sports councillors delivered a 'Happy National
Fitness day' card to their class and each class took part in some additional activity during the day.
There was dancing, action songs, maths songs, active games and lots of enjoying the Windmill Walk

Wednesday 18th i i
R in the sunshine.

Reception have continued their learning around ‘match, sort and compare’ this week. Children have been able to sort
objects into two different sets independently and have spoken about their role within the maths area when working
with a friend, in the sand and outdoor.

In drawing club this week, the children have been looking at the traditional tale of ‘The 3 little pigs. They have shown
their own creativity when drawing their own wolves, their homes and a disguised wolf. Children have shown a real
interest in this traditional tale, they have recalled the key characters and the story. We have enjoyed listening to
groups of children retelling the story and introducing their own ideas, such as making cannons, introducing unicorns
and a monster.

Their creativity hasn’t stopped this week, children have been busy making houses for the three little pigs in the junk
modelling area, playdough and with chalk. We have had lots of fun this week on the field, exploring different materials
to use to make our own houses.

Well done Reception!




We have had such a busy week in provision. We have continued with the theme of ‘ourselves’, looking at bones and
teeth. The chidlren painted pictures of a skeleton and also used cotton wool buds to create a skeleton. In making we
used apples and marshmallows to make teeth and lips. F and H gave the staff a workout at Streetbikes this week; Mr
Webb was relieved to get F on a tandem bike so that he didn’t have to run another lap of the track alongside F who
was whizzing round on his bike!

B |

Year 4 have had a busy week. We have been using the base 10 during our maths lessons to really build concrete
understanding of how we can separate our numbers in different ways. We have really focused upon our oracy skills
this week where we have been practising in our trios, as a traverse and our super listening to other people. We have
also focused upon building upon other people's ideas and challenging other people's ideas in respectful ways. In PE we
have used the dance mats and the children really enjoyed this - they were pretty tired afterwards! In music we have
been making music using our bodies - this is called body percussion. The children made great tunes up using their
hands to clap, fingers to tap/click and their feet to stamp. As always, we have had a lovely week together and we are
excited for next week's learning already! Have a great weekend.

In our science learning we looked at some solids and liquids and categorised them looking at their properties. Year 4
also enjoyed connecting to each other in our 'pass the high five' activity during our PSHE lessons and had some time to
share our thoughts and Ideas in a traverse as a class.




Year 2. We have been learning how to use a traverse line during our oracy work this week. It was a great success.
Children enjoyed talking to different children about a toy or object they were given and asking and answering
questions. We have then been able to use the same skill to talk about book characters and our own ideas for writing.
Children have then worked in groups and enjoyed creating giant word banks together to support their sentence work.
Using the BFG for inspiration, we have started to create our own giants for a class book. Mrs Thompson and Miss

Poole have been very impressed with their Guided Reading group. We've been reading The Wump World text to help
develop the children's comprehension skills.

Year 3. This week, in Maths we are looking at place value. We've been looking at how
the position of the digit in a number tells us the value of the digit. In Guided
Reading, we used our oracy skills to discuss questions about the text. We used a
traverse so we could speak to different people to get their answers and feedback
what they had told us.

For National Fitness Day on Wednesday, 3S did chair exercises and followed dance

routines. 3R did laps on the Windmill Walk.

What a fabulous day in Year 6. Our wonderful
artists Helen and Tony worked with us to make
Queen Victoria as part of the procession for
Batley Festival. Details to follow on how to
participate.

Teamwork and creativity all the way.

€-COLLAGE



This week in the bungalow has been another great week for exploration and learning. We have been working hard on

our numbers and our writing with lots of fun in between sharing new resources.

Year 1 have blown us away this week with their perseverance and determination. The children got to experience
balance bikes thanks to the amazing instructor and Mrs Thompson who organised it for us. We then had lots of fun
celebrating National Fitness Day.

In Maths, the children have been discussing amounts which are ‘greater than’ or ‘less than.” We used our Blockzilla to
eat the number which was greater and we even recognised when the amounts were equal. We hope the children have
told you about our exciting text in Drawing Club this week. It was called The Emperor of Absurdia and we have been so
creative with our thinking, talking, drawing and writing skills.




Next meeting
1st October
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