NEWSLETTER

This Week 17t April 2026

It has been wonderful to welcome pupils back after the Easter
holidays. We have a long summer term ahead of us with lots to
look forward to. We have special events like Sports Day and our
2026 colour run to look forward to as well as trips out and other
things like after school events and clubs.

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is
currently 95.1%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week

This term is also one in which we see children jump in confidence RSR 97.39% RS 96.9%
and make accelerated progress. This is especially true for Year 6 1P 97.69% 1W 98.08%
who will be sitting their SATs from 11th-14th May. They are 2RT 96.55% 2TR 96.9%
working incredibly hard for these and they are making us very

3A 93.57% 3S 97.24%
4C 95.81% 4H 95.86%
SPW 97.7% 5S 98%
6L 94.64% 6W 95.97%

proud.

Attendance remains a priority this year and we are really keen to
see as many pupils as possible meet our 97%+ attendance target.
We know that every lesson counts and lateness and absence
means that children miss building blocks in their learning and
amazing opportunities and events such as those that we have planned for this term. We are hopeful
that the worst of the winter illnesses are behind us and we can lift attendance to where it needs to be.

Safeguarding

We say that in school safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. Our staff and pupils take this message
seriously and it is always at the forefront of everything we do in school. Miss Towers is our Designated
Safeguarding Lead and is supported by Miss Fisher, Mrs Stevens, Miss Wild and Miss Waterworth who
are all Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads. If you ever have any worries about safeguarding in school
or concerns about a child then these are the staff members to approach. We also have a safeguarding
email that is monitored by the team for you to be able to reach out or raise any concerns:
safeguarding@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk

Miss Fisher

Miss Fisher does so much more than supporting with our Safeguarding in school. Miss Fisher offers pupil
and family support and goes above and beyond for families when they reach out to her for help. She can
be found most days outside the main entrance at drop off and can be contacted via the school office.
Miss Fisher can support with things like school avoidance, housing and family support and can signpost
you to services that can support whatever the challenge you are facing. Sometimes the hardest thing to
do is ask for help but please be assured that when you do, Miss Fisher will do whatever she can to help.



Diary Dates:

21% April Class Photos

4% May Bank Holiday

21% May POW Movie night (Details to follow)
22" May Colour Run (Details to follow)

25 — 29t May

Half Term

12" June

Reception Trip to Piglets Adventure Farm (See separate letter)

8t —10™ June

Year 6 Bikeability (details to follow)

11* June Year 5 & Year 6 BGHS to watch Matilda (details to follow)
13" June School Summer Gala (details to follow)
16 June Year 3 Trip to Magna (see separate letter)

22" — 24% June

Year 6 Trip to Robinwood (see separate letter)

25% June

Year 4 Trip to Murton Park (see separate letter)

30" June

Year 1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (see separate letter)

@ BBEST For activities in the local area please click the link BBEST HUB

We still have lots of lost property. Any unclaimed property will be donated on 24" April

You may have noticed that behind the Year 6 building some new saplings have been planted to extend our

wooded area.

These have been kindly donated by The Woodland Trust to build on our school eco ethos.

Alongside these and sending our artwork that has been created over the past couple of years we have

successfully gained the Green Tree School Award.

on to Platinum Year 2!


https://mailchi.mp/8439955f180c/batley-and-spen-noticeboard-24-apr-17353653

In the final week of last half term, Year 6 explored an engaging science question: What does good teamwork look
like? To investigate this, the children took part in a practical activity where they were challenged to recreate an
image of an Easter egg. Using pegs clipped to a pen, each child had to hold the pen at the same time and work
collaboratively to draw the picture on a large sheet of paper with grid lines. For the first attempt, the children
completed the task in silence, while during the second attempt they were allowed to communicate. The activity
was both fun and thought-provoking, helping the children to recognise the importance of collaboration,
awareness of others and working together effectively rather than individually. This term, we have begun our
exciting World War Il topic. The children have thoroughly enjoyed sharing their creative projects, including
helmets, medals, tanks and even Morse code messages. Well done, Year 6!

We have had a lovely start of term in the Bungalow. Learning the story of Jack and the Beanstalk in English and
sorting 3D shapes in maths. We have thought about the life cycle of a sunflower in science and created lots of
sunflowers using different mediums.

Year 4. What an amazing first week back! We've started decimals in Maths, Romans in history, habitats in science
and we have started writing a persuasive leaflet in English. Ask your child for a crazy fact about Rome - they know
millions! Keep up the good work year 4 - you're all superstars!



What a fabulous first week back it has been in Year 5! The children have returned with enthusiasm and curiosity,
setting a brilliant tone for the term ahead. In English, we have launched our exciting new topic all about the
plague, with a particular focus on how it spread to the village of Eyam. The children were immediately engaged
through our “mystery box” activity, where they pieced together clues using items such as pomanders, spices, rats,
cloth, and even a plague doctor mask. This sparked fantastic discussion and thoughtful questioning. We also
explored the impact of the plague on villagers through drama activities, helping the children to deepen their
understanding and empathy. In Maths, they have done an excellent job securing their knowledge of percentages
and fraction equivalents. It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow, and they should feel very proud of
the progress they’ve made already. In PE, we have begun working with our outdoor coaches, which the children
have thoroughly enjoyed. Please note that our PE sessions will now take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays for
5PW and Mondays and Thursdays for 5S, so children should come prepared in their PE kits/swimming kit on this
day. Well done to all of Year 5 for such a strong and positive start to the term—we are looking forward to another
exciting week ahead!

What a great start to the Summer term we are having in Year 3! This week in PE, the children really enjoyed
starting our Duel, Win, Lose unit. They worked in small groups during an activity of 'Spot Swap', where they
developed tactics to reach an empty cone without being tagged. They also began to develop their own versions
of the game using the STEP principle, carefully thinking about Space, Task, Equipment, and People. In Guided
Reading, we have started our new text 'The Pebble in My Pocket'. The children explored the front cover and
blurb, making thoughtful predictions about the story and sharing their ideas with one another. In Geography, we
are very excited to begin our new topic on Natural Disasters. The children are already curious and eager to learn
more and it was great to see so many fantastic projects!




In Year 2 we have been looking at the work of Turner Prize winner Nnene Kalu.

Nnene has limited verbal communication and her sculptures are large cocoon structures made from wire, threading,
wrapping and weaving different materials around them.

She also loves to create to the soundtrack of Abba.

Oh we had great fun creating our amazing mobile. Teamwork, enthusiasm and experimentation were at the
forefront of this masterpiece......... and Abba played throughout the lessons giving us all an opportunity to dance at
the same time!

We also had a visit from Munch as part of our Science unit on Animals including Humans - Taking Care and the eating
the right amounts of different types of food. Our school cook told us about healthy eating and how school dinners
are balanced. We learnt that Munch loves broccoli, spaghetti bolognese, football and he has 4 teeth. We asked some
of our own questions.

Reception have had an amazing first week back. We have grown in confidence when sharing our own experiences,
likes and opinions during circle times, drawing club, understanding the world and maths lessons. In drawing club this
week, we have learnt about ‘wacky races’ and have used our own imagination to create mascots, racetracks and
vehicles in which children have supported their drawing with incredible writing.

In maths, we have been learning about numbers beyond 10. We have shown great determination to count beyond
10 and show the quantity with the use of numicon and cubes.

Well done Reception.
Polite reminders:

e please can children continue to bring in their own water bottle

e Jumpers and cardigans to be labelled

e Read Write Inc books to be brought back into school and given to their Read Write Inc teacher

e Please can you check that your child has not by accident brought home a coat that does not belong to them over
the Easter Holidays

e As we approach the warmer weather, please can you apply suncream to your child before coming into school



