
Do Everything in love - 1 Corinthians 16:14 
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This Week 

This week is anti-bullying week. In school we have been thinking 

about the difference each one of us can make. Children have 

been thinking about bullying as actions and words that are 

repeated, intended to hurt and involve a power imbalance 

between the person/people doing the bullying behaviour and the 

target. Children understand that they can all speak up and know 

who to talk to if they see this type of behaviour. In school we 

always try to ‘do everything in love’ and we know that love is the 

enemy of bullying and discrimination. 

Today we have all worn non-uniform 

to support Children in Need. At this 

time of year, it always feels like we 

ask a lot with harvest, The Poppy 

Appeal, Children in Need and 

Christmas Jumper Day (7th 

December) coming within a few months of each other. Please know that we do not 

expect donations for Children in Need or Christmas Jumper Day and that children can 

simply come in non-uniform on these days. We know that the cost of living crises is 

impacting on all families and want to assure you that donations are voluntary and collected discretely in class. 

Reports 

As a school we pride ourselves on our reporting arrangements. It is important to us that you are informed of your 

child’s progress and development at regular intervals. 

You may recall that we wrote to you at the end of the summer term explaining changes to reporting this year. 

Schools typically send one written report about each pupil at the end of the academic year in-line with statutory 

guidance. Windmill has traditionally sent 2 short reports and a long report each year. This is in addition to offering 

2 parents evening and a parent drop-in at the end of the year.  

This year we are moving to a new model of reporting. Rather than sending a short report at the end of the Autumn 

term and the long report at the end of the Spring term we are going to combine these. We will issue a long report 

at the mid-point of the year straight after February half term. This will be followed by a short report at the end of 

the Summer term in July. As such we are reducing the number of written reports each year from 3-2 and adjusting 

the timing of these. 

Reception children will have this in reverse. We have to report on each area of learning at the end of the summer 

term so will provide a short report in February and the long report in July. 

We still exceed our statutory duty in doing this but it significantly eases workload pressures at key points in the 

year. The new cycle fits better with our assessment cycle in school. It will also mean that we can hold our mid-year 

parents’ evenings after we have reported. This will work better than in previous years and will ensure that you have 

a detailed report and a mid-year parents evening to discuss this and to understand the priorities for you child for 

the second half of the year. We believe this will be better. 

If you have any questions about this then please don’t hesitate to speak to either myself or Miss Towers.  

17th November 2023 

Whole school attendance to date  

Whole school attendance is currently 

96.33%  

This is below our target of 97% 

Class attendance for this week 

RR 97.67%   RW 98.33%   

1H 96.55%, 1U 92.33%, 

2D 97.93%, 2S 93.45% 

3R 96% 3SR 98.28%, 

4B 98.53%, 4P 96.90% 

5TW 98.28%, 5W 98.52% 

6G 95%, 6O 94.33% 



 

Diary Dates: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Various  Prospective Parents School Tours for reception children 2024.  To book please 

click the link: Prospective Parents Visits  

21 Nov  Y1 trip to Mosque (see separate letter)  

1 Dec  8.30am Pre-loved uniform/Christmas Jumper sale, KS2 building  

5 Dec  8.30am Pre-loved Christmas Jumper sale, KS2 building  

7 Dec  Save the Children – Christmas Jumper Day (optional donation) 

7 Dec  POW Christmas Discos  

12 Dec  Y5 Trip to Tropical World (see separate letter)  

19 Dec  KS2 Christmas Dinner  

20 Dec  KS1 Christmas Dinner  

20 Dec Christmas Panto in school, kindly organised and paid for by POW 

21 Dec  Christmas Church Service TBC  

22 Dec  Last day in school  

8 Jan  First day back after Christmas Break  

Our Prospective Parents Open Visits (Reception children starting in September 2024) are now 

available.  To book a place go to:  

Windmill C of E Primary Prospective Parent Visit 
 

Apply for a primary school place – Deadline 15th January 2024 
Children can start reception year at primary school from the September after their fourth 

birthday, by law children don't have to start school until the beginning of the term after their 

fifth birthday. 

WWW.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions 

Macmillan Coffee Morning Thank you to all that came and enjoyed 

coffee and cake with us recently.  We raised £717.39 for Macmillan.   

Book Fair – Thank you to everyone supported our Book Fair this week. As well as 

purchasing fabulous books for your children you helped raise over £500 for us to purchase 

new books for our school library.   

POW will be holding a pre-loved uniform and Christmas jumper sale on 1st Dec and a and 

another pre-loved Christmas jumper sale on 5th (ahead of Save the Children – Christmas 

Jumper Day). POW would be grateful for any outgrown Christmas jumper/tops you may 

have.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--dewsbury/windmill-cofe-primary/?page=1&hash=b960fa3a6f0889e36acd0d4ab0ac976b
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--dewsbury/windmill-cofe-primary/?page=1&hash=b960fa3a6f0889e36acd0d4ab0ac976b
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--dewsbury/windmill-cofe-primary/?page=1&hash=b960fa3a6f0889e36acd0d4ab0ac976b
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions


Year 6 have been really busy this week in Science; we have started our new unit 'Nature Library' and 
kickstarted the unit classifying sweets - yum! We made our own classification keys to help us identify 
which sweet we had on the table and at the end, we ate them! 
 
In our PE lessons, we have gymnastics and netball. In our gymnastics lessons, we were looking at using 
our bodies to create different shapes and worked as teams to make letters of the alphabet - which ones 
can you spot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 have had a brilliant week. We completed a hot write in English which the children did amazing in - 
every single child did their best and we are very proud. In PE, we have been learning about agility and 
balance. The children impressed me on Wednesday with their balancing skills and they said they will 
practice this at home in time for next Monday's PE lesson! In Geography, we have learnt the capital cities 
of the UK by singing along to a catchy song that the children love. We did amazing maths work (see the 
pictures) making complicated addition and subtraction sentences! Wonderful work Year 1! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARP. Our story for this half term is Room on the Broom.  Mrs Howarth has done a great job of telling the 
story to the children complete with props and the children have thoroughly enjoyed it, using the props 
appropriately and joining in with the story.  We will continue to look at this story every week this half 
term so you might want to share it at home too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This week Year 2 have begun their Hot write in English writing instruction on how to make a Cup and Ball 
toy linking to our previous DT topic. We looked at features of an instruction text and worked in groups 
and as a class to write some of our own. In science we continued investigating the properties of materials 
and had a go at 'hot seating' in History asking each other how our present day lives are today. We will 
explore how the lives of children today are different to the lives of children in the Victorian times. We also 
had an exciting time in Computing where we did some coding on IPADs and learnt about Abstraction 
using Google Earth.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been another successful week in Year 5. We are having great success in swimming lessons and the 
children are beginning to tick off achievements in their swimming record books. The staff at the pool are 
really impressed with your determination and stamina. We have continued to practise our Young Voices 
songs in music lessons this week and have even tackled some of the trickier songs that are written in 
other languages! It is a joy to hear you all singing so beautifully! 
 
 
Year 3.  This week, in English, we had a look at writing dialogue. They children enjoyed taking on the roles 
of the characters to explore what they might be saying to each other and thinking about the dialogue 
before writing it. We had a lot of volunteers who wanted to perform their conversations to the rest of the 
class! The children now have a better understanding of how speech is set out and what needs to be 
included. 
 
In DT, the children showed super perseverance when putting thread into a needle. Most of the children 
remembered how to do a running stitch and some finished off by creating a cross. We are working 
towards creating an applique. 

 
  



 
This week in year 4, we have moved on to our hot write in English which is a nonchronological report all 
about cats! We have also got stuck into our multiplication and division unit in maths, helping us to get 
ready for our times table test coming up in the summer. 
 
As a year group we would like to say huge thank you to Mrs Hartley for everything over the last 2 weeks 
and a huge welcome back to Mrs Beveridge! 
 
4B used their music lesson this week with Mrs Hartley to create their own Anti Bullying rap which they 
proudly performed in collective Worship on Thursday.  Everyone showed amazing teamwork by writing 
their own lyrics and sharing them with the class to form the song 'Bullying Is Wrong'.  Mrs Hartley would 
like to say a huge Thank You to 4B for 2 really enjoyable weeks. 
 
 
This week in Reception we have loved exploring our space theme. Children have been applying their 
knowledge of space and astronauts in their role play both inside and outside: building rockets, taking part 
in space walks and exploring a number of different planets. They have been recording where they have 
been and the number of aliens spotted!  
 
In P.E this half term we are focussing on using our hands and feet in a number of different ways. Children 
have shown great enthusiasm and resilience when using their hands, feet, cones and bean bags to 
transfer objects into hoops. A reminder that P.E for RW takes place Tuesday and RR Wednesday. 
 
The children have loved discussing and drawing their homes and families as part of our R.E learning this 
week. We have discussed how all families are different and that is what makes each one special. We 
would like to thank you for your support and the lovely photos that were sent in.  
 
Thank you for another great week and have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
 
 

  



 


