NEWSLETTER

17th May 2024

This Week Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently

Life in school has revolved around Year 6 SATs. Each day children 95.39%

have joined staff for breakfast in school as a way to de-stress and This is below our target of 97%

prepare for the tests ahead. Throughout the week children have
been tested on grammar/punctuation, spelling, reading,
arithmetic and maths problem solving. These tests are
challenging and take a huge amount of preparation and effort. 1H. 96.67%, 1U 93.33%,
We were so proud of the way in which Year 6 approached the 2D 99.33%, 25 97.24 %
tests. They were calm and worked incredibly hard and we hope
that they all get the results that they deserve. Year 6 will now
focus on writing until the end of June so the hard work doesn't 4B 95.17%, 4P 94.33%
stop at the end of SATs week. That said, we make sure that 5TW 94.48%, 5W 100%
children in Year 6 get a full and broad curriculum and lots of fun
experiences post SATs including Robinwood and the start of their
leavers production rehearsals.

Class attendance for this week
RR98.33% RW 97.67%

3R 97.93% 3P 98.28 %,

6G 96.00%, 60 99.33%

| would like to thank all those in the staff team involved in SATs this week and especially to those working in Year 6.
Your efforts in getting the best outcomes for children are very much appreciated. Well done Year 6 and enjoy a
weekend without the thought of tests!

Snacks in School

Just a reminder that any snacks brought into school should be healthy i.e. fruit & cereal
bars. Children should not be bringing crisps, chocolate or sweets.

We have a number of children and staff who have a nut allergy so nuts should never be
brought in to school.

Only a week to go until our Colour Run & &

Please refurn sponsorship money to the school office or donate online via
https://gofund.me/20afc78b

Please note adult parent/carer registration to enter will close at 10am on
Tuesday - please pay via ParentPay to secure a place

https://www.gofundme.com/f/windmill-primary-school-sponsored-colour-run



https://www.gofundme.com/f/windmill-primary-school-sponsored-colour-run

Diary Dates:

22" May 3:30 - 4:30 Sex and Relationships parent drop in. Year 6 classroom (Open to all
parents across school).

24t May Colour Run for Tanzania — (see separate letter)

39— 5™ June | Y6 Robinwood Residential

6™ June Reception Trip to Piglets Adventure Farm (see separate letter)

11t June Y3 Trip to Magna (see separate letter)

11t June 6pm — 7pm Parents Evening for Reception New Starters

20™ June Y1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (see separate letter)

27™ June Y4 Trip to Murton Park (see separate letter)

8t July Whole school Summer Sports Day (see separate letter)

10t & 11t Y6 Production (10™" Afternoon performance, 11" Evening Performance)

July (Details to follow)

13t July Windmill Summer Gala

18t July Y6 Leavers Church Service (details to follow)

18t July Y6 Leavers Disco (details to follow)

19t July Last day of school for children

22" July INSET Day, school closed to children

In Year 5 PE we are enjoying learning some orienteering skills - building our running stamina, teamwork,

communication and using maps. This map work is also linked to our maths and geography lessons where we are
using coordinates, position, direction and mapping the River Thames. Oakwell Hall have developed a permanent
orienteering course which is free to enjoy and has 4 different courses to try - why not give it a go?




In Provision, our theme this week is pets. We have been learning about different types of pets, how to

look after them and thinking about where they might sleep. We have been looking at photographs of the
children with their pets or when they have seen other animals.

As part of our ‘pets’ theme, Mrs Stevens brought Mabel, her 2-year-old Cavapoo into provision for the children to
meet. She was a big hit and enjoyed being stroked by the children. It was lovely to see how calm all of the children
were around Mabel; it was especially fabulous to see O go from being afraid to very comfortable with Mabel after 5

minutes and then she was incredibly calm with Mabel and suddenly started to use lots of words, including
‘adorable’.

Year 2 have had a wonderful week. In music we used Xylophones to practice African music and children
did an amazing job performing their dance with Mrs Hartley. We also started writing our narratives in
English using some adverbs. Children wrote some lovely introduction paragraphs using lots of adjectives

and adverbs. We have completed our moving monsters in DT by making a linkage, using split pins as
pivots and decorated them.

In our Geography lessons we are learning about some human and physical Geographical features of

Batley and Mugango in Tanzania Tz. Over the next few, weeks we hope to answer our key question:
Where would you prefer to live: in Batley (UK) or Mugango (Tanzania) and why?




Year 1 have had a great week. They are learning about fractions in maths
and the children have shown great understanding of quarters. The children
cut out different objects and talked about how two quarters makes a half,
and that four quarters make a whole. In English the children are currently
rewriting the story 'Penguin' using their own animals - they are really
enjoying it. In PE they have been working on looking, running and avoiding
others during games. The children are looking forward to the colour run
next Friday.

Year 3. In RE, we are coming to the end of our unit on Salvation. This week we looked at a piece of art
called 'The Big Frieze' by Emma Yarlett. It inspired us to reflect on what we've learnt about Salvation
which we then shared with each other. To do this we passed a ball of wool around when a new person
wanted to share their idea. We had a great discussion from this where they built on each other’s ideas
and asked each other to clarify their thoughts.

In Maths we've been learning how to tell the time. Our Year 3s have worked
super hard to understand this tricky unit. We've looked at telling the time
on analogue and digital clocks, specifically looking at telling the time to 5
minutes and to the minute. They've learnt vocabulary for time like 'quarter
to' and 'quarter past'. It would be great if you could encourage them to tell

you the time at home so that they are practising their new skills.

Year 4. This week in year 4, we have started to read a new
book called 'Azzi Inbetween', which is all about a little girl who
has to leave her home and move to a new country. Next week
we are excited to meet Ahmed, who has a similar story as part
of our 'Carry My Story' project!

In Guided Reading, we had a go at acting out the start of Azzi's
story, using some of our oracy skills that we've been learning!

The Bungalow. We have begun learning about people who help us in the bungalow. We have focussed on
the fire service and police service this week. We enjoyed role play and small world activities and have
even drawn wanted posters for Mrs Jones and Mrs Walker! The children enjoyed taking each other's
fingerprints and building police cars from Lego.




We want to say a huge congratulations to Year 6 for completing their SATs this week. Every day, they
came in ready to tackle whatever the papers threw at them and showed amazing resilience in all of the
tests. Whatever the results are in July, we can honestly say that they have given 110% and we could not
have asked for anything more from them. We are so incredibly proud and they should be, too.

Please can we ask that you return the SATs revision guides to school before we break up.

The countdown to Robinwood is now officially ON! If you have questions about this, please come and
speak to us at the end of the day.

Italian themed Lunch

Children and staff enjoyed an Italian Themed Lunch today. We would like to
thank the Catering Teams for their hard work today.
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