NEWSLETTER

This Week 17 March 2023
What a difference a week can make! Last week we had to

close school due to the snow.
With staff living in Bradford,
Halifax, Leeds, Wakefield and
even Burnley it just wasn’t
possible or safe to make the long
journeys. Mr Hallas was onsite
from 4am clearing snow but by
6.30 he had managed to only
clear part of the paths and had
seen the snow resettle on
cleared paths. His pictures made
us smile:

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
95.24%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RS 98.62%, RW 97.24%

1GU 88.97%, 1RR 94%,
2AW 97.11%, 2RS 96.67%
3AW 81.88%, 3CJ 94.83 %
4CP 100%, 4SR 95.25 %
5LP 96.35%, 5TW 100%
6CG 95.36%, 6EP 93.57%
Fast forward a week and we have
temperatures of 14 degrees and sunshine!
Reception have been making the most of

outdoor provision and are definitely enjoying
the milder weather.

School has been disrupted by industrial
action this week. This was the first time in a long time that the NEU has called action for 2 consecutive days.
We know that this is disruptive and want to thank you for your understanding and support for all of our
teachers. At this time, we do not know if further action is planned and how the dispute between unions and
the government will progress. Naturally, if we learn that there is to be further action then we will notify you
in good time to make alternative plans.

This week in school | have seen our vision (do everything in love) in action during PE lessons. Mrs Thompson
has been the PE lead at Windmill for a long time and works really hard to ensure that pupils get the best
quality PE during lessons and through an enriched curriculum. Staff have received excellent PE training and
enjoy providing pupils with a PE curriculum that includes dance, gymnastics, games, orienteering, yoga,
fitness and more. We have participated in the West Yorkshire cross country event. We have had dance mats
and gym equipment in school and have had Year 5 sports leader training. Year 1 have also had balance bike
training and all pupils took part in the Santa dash. We have benefitted from dance and orienteering coaching
and can see that our pupils love all aspects of PE.

Snapchat and WhatsApp

We are still having to deal with issues taking place outside of school time where older pupils have been using
Snapchat, WhatsApp and other platforms to send unkind messages. They would not do this in school or during
face-to-face interactions. Please can we ask that you talk to your child about this and monitor their devices.
Support can be found at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/
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We were part of an exciting PE festival last week with
some year 5 and 6 children attending a Speed Stacking
festival. This is a fun, inclusive Youth Olympic Event. Our
year 6 children received training from the Head of
Education and Team UK Coach of Speedstacks UK Ltd.
They then attended as young leaders, supporting our own
year 5 children and those from other local schools. The
event was a huge success. Well done to all our pupils.

Last week in year 5 we have loved our Yoga lessons during PE. We learnt about professional
athletes and sports teams who use yoga for strength, focus and injury prevention and began
some moves and 'breathing' of our own. We learnt how yoga can contribute to our physical
and mental wellbeing in everyday life too.

We are enjoying reading Cosmic and wrote an article in English, all about space this week!

Year 5 ended their Science unit on materials by looking at the different processes needed to separate
mixtures. They were given magnets, sieves and beakers to separate a mixture of sand, raisins and paper
clips.

with playdough and dried pasta. We are also super proud of H this week who
has been drawing faces on a whiteboard.

Designated Senior Leads for safeguarding children: Miss Neul, Mrs Beveridge, Mrs Stevens, Miss A Fisher
Windmill Church of England Primary School, Upper Batley Lane, Batley. WF17 ONP. 01924 470555

Web: www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk



http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/

Reception have had such a busy few weeks. We started the half term with a visit from a local police officer who
works in the police helicopter section. He showed us some wonderful videos from inside the helicopter and
what it looks like when looking down on earth from the sky. The children were able to try on the helmet and

absolutely loved the visit. Thank you PC Greenup!

In Maths, we have worked a lot on using
different resources to find number bonds.
The children are so confident when using
the part, part whole model and the tens
frames. This week we have also started
looking at 3D shapes including cube, cone,
cylinder and sphere. We can even spot
some of the shapes in the environment.

When learning the Gingerbread Man story we completed a science
experiment where we placed Gingerbread Men in different liquids to see
what would happen. The children made some predictions then wrote
about what happened to each biscuit.

Our next story was The Three Billy Goats Gruff. The children were fantastic
storytellers and made some wonderful bridges that were strong enough
for the goats to stand on.

The Gruffalo has been our focus text this week and we have been very
creative making our own Gruffalo crumble in the mud kitchen along with scrambled snake and owl ice cream.

We must also share with you how impressed we are with the children’s progression when reading. It is clear
that the children are practising many of their words and sounds at home so we want to thank you for your
continued support with this.

Summer term milk, the deadline is 31 March

and we will not be taking orders after that date.

22 Mar 5LP Parents Evening

28 Mar Parents Evening

29 Mar Parents Evening

30 Mar 5TW Parents Evening

30 Mar Y3 to Bagshaw Museum

31 Mar Easter Church Service (Letter to follow)
3 Apr—14 Apr | Easter Holidays
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