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This Week 16" January 2026
Year 6 have been doing mock SATs this week. We are proud of the
effort and resilience they have shown and once again we are reminded Whole school attendance to date

that Year 6 are such wonderful role models. Whole school attendance is

currently 95.1%

Today we held an invacuation and lockdown drill. This was something This is below our target of 97%

we had spoken to the children about in Worship on Monday and is
something we have done a number of times now. The children were
calm and followed adult direction well and we were amazed at how
quickly 415 children left the playground and entered school. 1P 94.44% 1W 91.85%
Invacuation took less than 2 minutes. Once again Year 6 were amazing. 2RT 99.33% 2TR 93.67%
Many of them were play leading or undertaking other Iunchtime roIe§ 3A 97.33% 3S 94.83%
around school and they all followed the plan and went straight to their

nearest classroom which is something we have trained them to do. 4C 99.68% 4H 92.07%
Naturally we think of worst-case scenarios that would require an 5PW 99.67% 5S 94.67%
invacuation and lockdown but the reality is that something as small as a 6L 96.55% 6W 95.16%
stray dog in the school grounds might require a rapid response so

having regular drills is something we need to do. A huge thank you goes to the office team who co-ordinate
communication and make sure that every adult and child is accounted for during a drill like this.

Class attendance for this week
RSR 94.14% RS 99.31%

RWI Books We are having a RWI Book Amnesty in school. If you have any RWI books at home can you please
return them, either to your child’s class or to the office. Thank you.

Parking We have received complaints from local residents regarding inconsiderate parking, blocking drive ways,
dangerous parking and dangerous driving. It is never acceptable to park on double yellow lines, block drive ways
and park dangerously even for “a few minutes”. Please can we urge everyone to be considerate and park safely in
the local area. We are faced with other school traffic in the area which means we do need to be aware of the
extra traffic and parking difficulties this brings. Thank you for your kind consideration.

DT Day All pupils will be taking part in our DT day on Friday 30th January 2026. The topic of the day will be
focused on ‘moving mechanisms’ where pupils will be asked to design, make and evaluate their creation.

Pupils work will be showcased in the KS1 hall on Friday 30th January 2026 after school. Parents/ carers are more
than welcome to come and have a look at all the creations with their child. This will be from 3:30pm until 4pm.

Lost Property




Diary Dates:

5t Feb 26 Y5, Dr Diane — Maya Workshop (see separate letter)

10%" Feb 26 Y5 — Young Voices (final details to follow)

13t Feb 26 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

16% - 20" Feb 26 Half Term

39 Mar 26 West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals (see separate letter)
5t Mar 26 Y3 — Bagshaw Museum

We have been on the hunt for a bear this week in the bungalow! We have read the book and retold it using a
story map. We loved creating our sensory walk with materials such as ooblec, cotton wool and leaves.

In maths we have been sorting using different criteria like colour, size and category.

Year 6 had great fun getting stuck into their RE learning this week. As part of a lesson linked to the Bible story of
the two builders, the children worked together to build structures with strong foundations, helping them to
understand the importance of solid foundations. They then explored the idea of foundations for living and what
Christianity teaches about this. Later in the week, Year 6 also enjoyed an exciting tennis taster session delivered
by visiting coaches from Batley Tennis Centre. The children loved practising new skills and learning more about
the sport. They were encouraged to visit the centre if they wished to pursue tennis further.




This week in Year 3, we focused on developing our oracy skills during Guided Reading. The children worked
together to act out Chapter 2 of Flat Stanley, using expression, clear voices and teamwork to bring the story to
life. In Science, we explored the topic of forces by investigating friction. The children carried out an experiment
using different materials, observing how each surface affected movement. They made predictions, tested their
ideas and discussed their results, developing their scientific enquiry skills.

Reception have strengthened their love for reading with the traditional tale ‘Billy Goats Gruff’ this week. Within
the Reception environment we have captured key parts of the story, such as recreating their own bridges with
small and large wooden blocks, storytelling with the use of props and making their own garden on the playdough
table. Children have shown ability great resilience when learning key phrases from the story and have embedded
these within their own learning.

In maths this week, we have been looking at 6,7 and 8. Children have used practical resources such as tens frames
to show these numbers whilst using key sentence stems ‘5 and 2 more make 7’ to secure their understanding.

Don't forget to work on our termly challenges (sent at the start of this week). We have already noticed some
children beginning to independently put on their coats and try to zip it up and have noticed a difference in
children’s writing when practicing name writing daily. Keep going Reception, we know you can do it!

We need your help - We would like to make our home corner even more homely and inviting for the children to
role play. If you would like to send in a family photo for us to frame and display in our home corner please forward
it to the school office (office@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk). We will print and display the children's family photos to
enhance the area and really make it feel like home. Thank you

Year 5 have enjoyed their learning about the Maya this week. In History, the children have researched where in
the world the Maya lived and have located these places using their geography skills. In PE, the children enjoyed
their gymnastics lesson where they worked with their partners on balancing. In Science, we have started our unit
all about electricity in this lesson, the children began to build simples circuits using cells, wires and bulbs. Some
children tested a range of materials to see whether they would conduct electricity or not.




This week in Year 2, the children have been busy. In English, we have been creating extended noun phrases using
adjectives to build sentences from our class story Stardust. In Maths, we have been investigating a range of 2D
and 3D shapes. The children enjoyed discussing their properties, such as faces and vertices. They have also drawn
lines of symmetry and completed symmetrical shapes. We also shared more of the children’s holiday projects
about Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela. We have been impressed with what we have seen so far.
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What an amazing week we have had in Year 4. In Science we worked in small groups to understand the impact
that humans can have on their environment. We understand that humans can have a lot of negative impacts, but
we also need to discuss the positive impacts we can have too! In PE we have accessed the mini-gym that an
external company sends into our school. The children love that there are different mini stations that they move
through. In maths we are about to finish our multiplication and division unit, after this we will be starting length
and perimeter!

Apologies to our parents for not putting a deadline for our act of compassion - please can any donations be made
by the 2nd of February or before. Thank you so much for your help!

In provision this week we have been learning about birds in Science so we went on a walk to find some birds and
created a collage of a parrot. We are still learning about Goldilocks and the three bears in English so we have
made porridge in food making and played with oats during sensory play. T has been enjoying looking at our new
Numberblocks books.




