NEWSLETTER

This Week 15" November 2024

You may have seen some activity in the area behind the

containers on the KS2 playground. Something magical has Whole school attendance to date
been happening to a forgotten corner of the grounds that used | Whole school attendance is currently
to be a school pond and wildlife garden. Thanks to everyone’s 96.60%

support during our fundraising events like the Summer Gala This is below our target of 97%

Class attendance for this week
RH 98.40%, RS 93.70%

and the Colour Run and also Tesco Stronger Starts we have
been able to redevelop this part of the grounds. Over the last

three weeks the pond area has been cleared and a new pond 1P 97%, 1W 97.33%
built with pond dipping platform. The cleared space has been 2C 95.67%, 2TP 97.33%
planted so that it will become a wildflower grassland and new 3R 99.33%, 35 97.74%

seating has been installed. A path has been built around the
pond and the whole area is tranquil, beautiful and ready to be
invaded by wildlife that will make this are their own. We are so
lucky to have this space and intend to use it lots once it has 6L 93.79%, 6W 95%
been established in the Spring Term.

4D 100%, 4H 96.07%
5G 92.07%, 5P 98.28%

Our Prospective Open Events for new starters in September 2025 are now open and
tickets can be booked via our website:
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

For activities in Kirklees -https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/



https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Diary Dates:

5% Dec Christmas Jumper Day

5% Dec POW Christmas Discos (details to follow)

6" Dec Year 2 Trip to Leeds Ind Museum (see separate letter)
16" & 17" Dec Reception Sing along (details to follow)

17" Dec KS2 Christmas Dinner

18" Dec KS1 Christmas Dinner

20" Dec Christmas Service at Church (letter to follow)

20" Dec Last day of term

6" Jan 2025 First day back

Year 2. In PE we have been enjoying the autumn sunshine outside and playing games such as What Time Is it Mr
Wolf?, Bib tig and gate running to practise our reaction speeds and changing directions when we run. Squeals of
excitement whilst we master these skills through games. Science has been yet more exploring and examining every-
day objects to discover what materials they are made from and why. We have been squashing, stretching, pushing,
pulling, tearing a variety of things to see what happens and develop our vocabulary and scientific understanding. In
History, we are getting prepared for our school trip where we will experience a Victorian classroom. On Thursday we
completed drills (marching, nail checks and exercises), nature drawing and handwriting practice tasks to recreate a
Victorian classroom. It was so much fun!

This week in Year 3 we have been looking at muscles in science. We had lots of fun trying exercises to find out where
the different muscles are in our bodies. In PE, we have continued with our 'Look, Run, Avoid' unit and the children
enjoyed running whilst avoiding different objects. We have developed our oracy skills in Guided Reading through

traverse style questioning. This involved the children asking and answering questions to one another around our focus
text.




Year 6 have been continuing to learn about mountains in geography with a particular focus on mapwork. They enjoyed
learning about contour lines this week and how these are represented on maps to show how steep a mountain is
depending on how close the lines are. They discussed how this would affect people climbing mountains and how they
could use maps to support their journey. Year 6 then used potatoes to draw contour lines by carefully measuring the
gaps and labelling the increase in height. Who knew potatoes could be useful in geography!?

We have had a wonderful, busy week in Year 5. After the amazing trip last week, we wrote thank you letters to the
staff at the Butterfly House, which we have written up neatly and Mrs Gill is going to post them all in one big
envelope! We have now started a new unit in English, that is going to be a persuasive text all about why we need to
save The Amazon Rainforest. We really enjoyed learning why we need to save the rainforest, with the help of a
fantastic book! In our Science lessons, we have been comparing different materials and looking at their properties. In
our lesson on Monday, we spent time exploring the differences between butter and stone! In RE, we are continuing
our work on how Sikhs show commitment and enjoyed watching videos about how they respect the Guru Granth
Sahib during their day.

In Provision, Mabel came to visit on Monday; F had a lovely time playing with the bubbles with Mabel who was
determined to catch them all in her mouth! For Remembrance Day, the children enjoyed making poppy biscuits. F and
O have been busy with their own activities as well this week; F made a caterpillar in the sensory room and O has been
doing lots of sorting with objects around the room.




We've been busy in year 4 learning about parts of the ear in science and how vibrations work. We explored what parts
of an instrument vibrates. We are focusing on the theme: Run this week and children have worked brilliantly in their
groups to get some 'food' from across the plains! In our RE learning we learned about the Sikh festival Bandi Chhor
Divas and thought about the importance of light in some festivals. We acted out parts of the story of Guru Hargobind.
Children designed their pavilions which they will make using materials over the next few weeks. Miss Dandekar and
Mrs Humphryson have been impressed with children's handwriting and presentation. Keep up the great work year 4!

Let's work

This week in year 1, we have been thinking about Professor Klunk's favourite story, The Gruffalo! We came up with
disgusting foods for the Gruffalo to eat, created our own creature called the Snuffalo, and imagined what might
happen to the Gruffalo and Mouse once the story ends.

In DT, we have created the bases for our windmills, using weight to balance out the base and make it more stable.
In maths, we have used lots of different ways to investigate fact families, helping us with our adding skills
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It's been a wonderful week in Reception as we’ve carried on our ‘People who help us’
topic. This week we’ve focused on the people who help us within school and have been
visited by members of staff who have told us about their roles and how they help us each
day. There has been lots of role play options inside the class as the children have tried out
being vets, post office workers and doctors.

At the start of the week, we spoke about the importance of
Remembrance Sunday and the children showed great understanding and
maturity by sitting for their two-minute silence. We commemorated the
day by painting a large poppy outside in the playground and many children painted their own
poppy.

In Maths we have continued to learn about numbers to 5 and the children are showing a clear
understanding of the composition of 4 and 5 as a pre cursor to learning addition. The children have
spoken well on the carpet and shown that their oracy will be a great asset for them to utilise going
forward in maths.

As part of our R.E learning we have been speaking about different objects that are important to different people. The
children were amazing explaining why they had brought in their special objects for show and tell and spoke confidently
in front of their peers.
Could we ask if children could bring in any junk modelling materials (boxes, plastic containers, bottles, etc) if you
are able to, it would be much appreciated.



This week is Type 1 Diabetes Awareness week.
Below are the signs and symptoms to look out for:

The 4Ts of
type 1 diabetes

T ¢ NN

Toilet Tired Thinner Thirsty

If you or your child have these common
symptoms of type 1 diabetes, see
a doctor to get tested immediately




