NEWSLETTER

15t September 2023
This Week
As a school we do everything in love. We see our children Whole school attendance to date
flourishing with their work, behaviour choices and well-being. We Whole school attendance is currently
see them growing self-belief and the confidence to make a 97.51%

difference to the world around them. We see them as
compassionate and caring individuals who have a love for
Windmill.

This is above our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
1H 97.93%, 1U 94.33%,

One type of flourishing that is important to us all, is that related 2D 100%, 2S 94.67%
to spiritual flourishing. For some this may be related to faith but

for many these are the moments when we feel alive, at peace 3R 98.67% 3SR 98.62%,
and at our most content. Following training in the summer staff 4B 99.31%, 4P 96.00%
and governors have agreed the following definition of
spirituality: 5TW 97.24%, 5W 100%

0, 0,
Spirituality is something we feel inside ourselves. It is the loving 6G 95.00%, 60 100.00%

relationship we have with ourselves, others and our world. It is in

the awe and wonder we find in beauty and beyond. It is the feeling that there is always something bigger outside
of ourselves and for some this can be shaped by faith and a relationship with God. It gives us meaning and
enables us to flourish.

Year 2 however say it better:

Spiritual moments are different for everyone. Sometimes it might be seen in the world around us like watching
the sunset or walking in the countryside. For others it might be watching a game of football in a stadium or
being at home with friends or family. For some it could just be playing on the school field with friends, listening
to music or looking at a beautiful picture. Some of us pray and find spiritual moments in places of worship. These
are wow moments and make us feel lucky to be alive. They make us thankful and might remind us of God. Some
of us might feel joyful butterflies in our tummies or feel that the world around us has stopped and become quiet
and still. They are big and small and personal to us.

This year we are focussing on how we make the most of planned and unplanned spiritual moments to provide
pupils and staff the time to grow spiritually. We know that spiritual moments develop a sense of well-being and
happiness.

One spiritual moment for many of us this week was to receive and look at pictures of
children from our link school in Tanzania. We were sent pictures of the children graduating
from Mungango and could see the joy and pride leaping out from the photos:

We would love for you to send photos of spiritual moments you have with your children. Please send these to
the office email so that we can share them in school.



Our Prospective Parents Open Visits (Reception children starting in September
2024) are now available, to book a place go to:
Windmill C of E Primary Prospective Parent Visit

Apply for a primary school place

Children can start reception year at primary school from the September after their fourth
birthday, by law children don't have to start school until the beginning of the term after their
fifth birthday.

WWW.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions

Apply for a secondary school place

If you live in Kirklees please follow the application process below, still use this even if your
preferred school is outside of Kirklees.

You still need to apply for a place at a secondary school even if your child has siblings at the
secondary school.

WWW.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions

School Meals When children start in Year 3 they have to pay for school meals. The cost of a school
meal is £2.55 per day, £12.75 per week. We ask that all parents keep a close eye on their ParentPay
account. If a debt goes over £50 children will not be able to choose a meal and parents will be asked to
provide a packed lunch until the debt is paid. ParentPay offers an automatic top up service for when an
account goes below a limit that you can set yourselves.

Parking. In doing everything love, can we please remind parents/carers to be considerate when
parking around the school vicinity. We have had complaints of drivers blocking in residents and driving
in an unsafe manner in the surrounding areas. We know that the area is particularly busy at drop off
and pick up times and we would ask that you park further away from the school gates where possible.
Road safety is paramount to us and again we have had reports that children have been forced onto the
road because they can’t get passed parked cars.

BBest Hub: The Batley and Spen Noticeboard is a weekly local community update — a collation of
promotional items about forthcoming events, information about local community groups and their
activities and resources available to local residents :https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Uniform Can we ask all parents to check their child’s uniform? We have had several reports of missing
items that are named.

Afterschool Wraparound Care We still have places available for our Afterschool Wraparound Care. If
you would like to know more about this please contact the office.

Batley Food Bank We collect for Batley Food Bank all year round. We are always grateful for any
donations of non-perishable foods or toiletries which can be placed in the donation box outside of the
office. Thank you.



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/organizations/events
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions

Diary Dates

18 September New reception starters start full time

29 September MacMiillan Coffee Morning (see separate letter)

Year 1 have had a very busy week. We have made the most of the lovely weather and had some
independent learning time outside. In Geography the children have been looking closely at the town of

Batley and features of a town. In Science we are beginning to look at different materials and their
properties.

Year 3 have experienced a number of spiritual moments this week in a number of subjects. In P.E, the
children demonstrated how music can change the way they feel and move. Additionally, they showed
great control when using a range of equipment.

In R.E we wondered about God’s wonderful creations whilst we walked around the school’s outdoor
play area.

‘I am amazed by the breeze, the way the sun shines and bees buzzing. When the birds fly, it makes me
smile.” Robyn 3SR

‘I am amazed by flowers, plants and trees.” Zack 3R




Year 4 have had another busy week. We have continued building on our story of 'The Blue Umbrella’,
adding in descriptions and similes to make it exciting to read. We have also expanded our knowledge
of place value, using base 10 to make and partition numbers up to 10,000! In RE, we had a visit from

Noah himself in the hotseat. We asked him questions about building the ark and what sort of person

he was.

We have had a very busy but fantastic week in Year 2. We have started our topic learning about a the
Victorians which the children loved and had so many interesting questions, we are looking forward to
learning more! We have also enjoyed thinking about movement and balance in PE focusing on
different ways to jump, we have also been developing skills around teamwork and sportsmanship. In
RE our focus is about how we welcome new life and children have been reflecting on how we can be
welcoming to others. Next week we will be looking at why we have names and where names come
from so we have asked that children can find out a little about their own name to help in next weeks
lesson.

Reception have had another wonderful week! We have loved seeing the children remember our
classroom routines and continue to follow the Windmill Way being Ready, Respectful and Safe! This
week in drawing club the children have created some detailed pictures of different flowers. We have
discussed the different colours we can see and how each flower looks unique. The children have
continued to enjoy our learning time outside exploring how they can use water in different ways and
even practicing their colour mixing with paint in the puddles. The children have shown their creative
flare whilst using the DT Area to make their junk model owls and paintings. We are looking forward to
welcoming all the children for full days in school next week and are so proud of how they have settled
in so far.

A gentle reminder to ensure all your child's clothes (including shoes) are labelled so we can make
sure all items go home with the correct child. Some children are also getting wet and muddy

throughout the day so please send a spare set of clothes. (This does not need to be uniform).

Thank you




Resourced Provision. We started our baking sessions this week. On Monday some children went to
the supermarket to buy the ingredients and on Wednesday everybody made some buns. The children
made them as independently as possible, helping to mix, crack the egg and put the mixture in the bun
cases. We hope you enjoyed baking, icing and, most importantly, eating them at home!

Year 6 have had a fantastic first few weeks back in school; we are all now settled back into school
routines and raring to go with our final year at Windmill. Last week we enjoyed a trip to Wilton Park in
preparation for our DT Unit, in which we will be designing and creating our own playground. We took
some time to evaluate the playground and thought about how we could improve it. During PE this half
term, we are lucky to have an expert coming into school to teach us Orienteering. We thoroughly
enjoyed our first session this week, despite the rain.

Year 5 have had the pleasure of working with Mrs Hartley in PE this week. We have really enjoyed our first
session of our 'belonging' dance unit and can't wait for the next one!




