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This Week

Parents’ Evening Questionnaire Spring 2025 Whole school attendance to date
There were 90 responses to the questionnaire Whole school attendance is currently
Thank you to those parents that feedback on our online survey 96.47%

following parents evening. The results are again overwhelmingly
positive and with 97% of respondents willing to recommend us to .
other parents we couldn’t be happier. These results are reassuring Class attendance for this week
because we know that social media is sometimes used to share RH 92.28%, RS 93.96%
narratives that can be very one sided. 1P 99.33%, 1W 100.00%

2C 96.67%, 2TP 99.00%
3R 96.00%, 3S 97.10%

This is below our target of 97%

We are a fully diverse and inclusive school. We have an Additional
Resourced Provision for pupils with Complex Communication and

Interaction needs and outside of our provision 7% of our pupils 4D 98.33%, 4H 99.33%
have an Educational and Healthcare plan. This is nearly double the 5G 92.33%, 5P 95.86%
National average. This means that our school population is 6L 98.97%. 6W 90.33%

wonderfully diverse and an expression of our vision to do

everything in love. Our differences are what make us unique and we celebrate those at Windmill. Whether this be
differences in needs, faith, ethnicity, backgrounds etc we remain one family unified by love. There are times when
we all need to show understanding and an acceptance that school can be hard for some pupils. Please be assured
that we recognise this and are proactive in meeting the needs of all of our children. We have all staff trained in
emotion coaching, a robust anti bullying policy and behaviour policy that focuses on relationships and restorative
practice. We are proud to work with children and families and do so by always try to make a positive difference
keeping children at the heart of our decisions. If you ever feel that this is not the case then please do talk to myself
or Miss Towers. We are not like other schools and proud of it. Having 100% of parents stating that their children
are happy at Windmill is my take away this weekend and what makes our work rewarding.

. St I . St | | don’t
(Please tick) agree | Adree |Disagree | j BT | L ow
My child is happy at school. 62% 38% 0% 0% 0%
My child is well cared for at school and feels
safe. 69% 30% 0% 0% 1%
Pupils are well behaved at Windmill. 33% 58% 2% 2% 4%
The school has high expectations for my child. 39% 53% 3% 0% 4%
| received useful information from the teacher
about my child during my parents’ evening
appointment. 70% 29% 0% 0% 1%
My child is making good progress. 58% 37% 1% 0% 1%
The school helps me to support my child’s
learning. 53% 41% 4% 0% 1%
My child has access to a broad curriculum and
they enjoy learning. 50% 43% 3% 0% 3%
The school supports my child’s wider personal
development. 40% 47% 7% 0% 7%
| would recommend this school to another parent.| 58% 39% 1% 0% 2%




Anonymous Chat Websites

There are lots of online anonymous chat websites on the internet. These websites and apps encourage users
to engage with random strangers through messaging and sometimes videos. Some allow users to send
videos and images. Whilst many of these sites claim to be moderated it has been shown by organisations like
Safer Schools that this isn’t always effective and that children can be exposed to predatory behaviour,
sextortion, online scams, bullying etc. Many make use of disappearing messages which can give children a
false sense of security.

Many of these sites are aimed at adults but we know that children can often find ways of circumnavigating
this. We would therefore recommend you monitoring your child’s online activity and report anything of
concern to school. We are happy to help and advice if necessary.

Safer Schools offer the following advice for children using any type of online chat but our recommendation
would be that pupils do not access any apps that puts them into random chats with strangers:

If you are worried that a child or young person in your care may be using chat
websites/apps, don’t panic. Our online safety experts have curated the following advice to help you support
those in your care:

e Stay calm and talk. To encourage healthy discussion, try not to panic if they name the website or
app. Be inquisitive, listen to what they say and remind them that sending anonymous messages or
talking to strangers online can put them at risk of exposure to harmful content.

¢ Teach online safety. Talk to the young person in your care about staying safe online and how to
protect themselves, especially when encountering new or ‘trendy’ platforms that their peers may be
using.

o Discuss reporting/blocking. Ask them what they would do if another person made them feel
uncomfortable or worried, and work on a plan of action together. This should include functions like
blocking and reporting.

o Talk about consent. It’s important that children and young people feel empowered when navigating
relationships, both online and offline.

e Remind them of privacy. Encourage them to make more informed online decisions by talking
through the importance of privacy. Mention that they should not be sharing personal details with
others online — even friends!

o Use filters to prevent access. Web browsers, internet providers, and more have parent filters
available that can restrict access to specific websites.

e Encourage other supports. If they feel they need someone to talk to, discuss different forms of
support they can access, such as talking with a Trusted Adult or seeking professional help. Remind
them that they can always use supports like Childline for advice.

o Offer support if a problem arises. If a child or young person in your care has fallen victim to an online
danger, remain calm and reassure them. Use the steps below to help them regain control of a
situation.

¢ Remind children who their safe adults are within the family and within school. Miss Towers, Miss
Fisher, Class teachers, support staff in school can all be trusted and children need to identify who
they would go to with a problem.

Further advice can be found at:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16lp86lS4hA
https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2023/07/10/what-is-sextortion/
https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2023/07/10/what-is-sextortion/
https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/02/08/trusted-adults/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/

Diary Dates:

27" Mar 2025 Yr 3 to Bagshaw Museum (see separate letter)
4t April 2025 Easter Service (Details to follow)

7th — 22" April 2025 Easter Holidays (18t & 215 Bank holidays)

5th May 2025 Bank Holiday

6™ Mar 2025 Cross Country Finals

5th May 2025 Bank Holiday

26" — 30" May 2025 Half Term

Believe it or not, socks get people talking!
On 21 March, choose some socks that are going to get noticed!

They might be mismatched socks or your boldest and most colourful
socks, whatever takes your fancy! There's no need to bring any money,
we are trying to raise awareness but aren't fundraising.

The idea is to start a conversation, so when people ask you about your
socks, you can tell them, “I'm wearing them to raise awareness of Down
syndrome”.

You can find more information about Down syndrome here:
https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/

B B EST For activities in Kirklees

s | https://www.bbesthub.uk/News|

FOUND: A Pandora Bracelet nas been found in the reception area of the office.
Please speak to office team if you think this might be vours.

A few photos from our football last Friday lunchtime. All children were able to enjoy football time with
extra equipment outside and space provided for both boys and girls. A special well done to all of the
children who volunteered to be playleaders for this special day - we were inundated! If your daughter
shows an interest in playing football outside of school class teachers can provide a link for local club
information. This was also on last week’s newsletter.

#Letthemplay



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

We have two competitions running across school at the moment. One has been created by our
school librarians, building on our love of reading and celebration of World Book Day.

The challenge is to create a story that includes: Dog, Dubai, Cat, Pie, Girl Boy, Fox, Mouse,
Capybara.

These were random words that the librarians collected from children in the playground. It will be lots
of fun and we are really looking forward to reading them.

The second competition is to recognise and celebrate British Science Week. The children are asked
to create a poster around the theme of ‘Change and adapt’ Please see below. School will collect the
posters and there will be prizes. The top 5 posters will also be entered into the national competition.

Please remember to put your name and class on the entries. The deadline will be 315 March,

25.

Competition:

Jk

Create a British
Science Week poster

Children aged 3-11 can get creative
and enter the British Science Week
annual, UK-wide poster competition!
To enter, they simply need to create
a poster which fits in with the theme
of ‘Change and adapt’.

Schools then select the five best
creations and submit them for a

chance of winning an array of prizes.

The activities found in this pack
marked with a paintbrush symbol
could all be used as a source of
inspiration to get children started!

@ Kit list

Paper (A& or A3)

Creative materials such as:

pens, pencils, scissors, glue,
watercolours, paint, crayons, pipe
cleaners, felt, thread, wool, foil, clay,
string, beads, stamps, foam, pompoms

Ly

0 Instructions

Encourage children to think about
change and adaptation — what it
means to them and how it relates
to science they've learnt about ~ to
come up with ideas to include in
their poster. Here are some points
and questions to get you going:

W Get children to think about ways
that they might have changed
or adapted to new expenences
and places as they've grown.

™ What about change and
adaptation in the world, and
beyond? How do plants and
animals adapt to a changing
environment? Do the stars and
planets in space change?

W Technology changes all the time,
how is it changing our lives?
Is it always for the better?

s

BRITISH
( SCIENCE
WEEK

2025

Make your poster

Once they've done their thinking,
it's time for children to get creative!
Posters must be A4 or A3 in size
and you'll need to be able to take
a photograph of each one so it can
be sent to us online for judging.
Children can use pop-up pictures,
pull out tabs or use maternals such
as pencils, paints, crayons and
paper lo create their posters.

Send us your poster

Posters will be judged on creativity,
how well they fit the theme, how
well they have been made or drawn,
and how engaging they are. Once

a child’s poster is complete, take a
photo of it and complete the online
form to submit it as an entry.

9 Next steps

Celebrate! For more details, along
with the full set of poster competition
rules and tips, check out our website:
britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-
activities/poster-competition3i.

to enter our special

competition cateqory
this year -
for more details




Year 2. Measuring, making structures, multiskills and medicines! All of these have been a focus for lessons this week in
maths, DT, PE and PSHE. Well done to all children who are also practising their counting and reading at home regularly
and having a go at homework.

We have been really busy in Year 1! Last week we had a visit from a sports coach who did an extra PE session helping
us to develop our throwing and catching skills. It was lots of fun and we even got to use balloons.

In Maths this week, we have been growing more confident with bigger numbers. We have used number lines and
found the mid-point to help us estimate where different numbers will go.

In History, we had a visit from Florence Nightingale and asked her some questions about her amazing life!
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Year 3. This week in History, the children have enjoyed searching around the classroom for fact files about different

pharaohs. They recorded these into a sheet by writing name of the pharaoh, the dates and the kingdom in which they
ruled. They also wrote a key fact about them.

The children were also excited to inspect our mummified tomato. We noticed the skin was

still red but had gone wrinkly. The salt had absorbed the moisture from the tomato and was
lumpy.




Year 4 have had a busy week this week. In English children have been learning about recounts and have written
their diary entries as their Hot writes in the perspective of the Lighthouse keeper. We have continued to build on
our knowledge of fractions and have been working on adding fractions. Children were surprised to learn about how
much sugar are in certain drinks and what plaque can do to our teeth! Pupils have worked brilliantly in PE for our
Gymnastics topic and have worked super hard to use their' balance' to make a sequence and present it to the class.
We are super proud of some excellent teamwork! In RE, pupils retold a story about Guru Nanak and by drawing
pictures and presenting the key message of that story. Children have also completed their book sleeves and we
have been impressed with some very creative decorations! Well done for another brilliant week year 4!

It’s been another busy one this week in ARP. Our theme has been minibeasts; we have created caterpillars in food
making, explored bugs in sensory play and coloured in some bug pictures. We have visited the ducklings in

reception class — this has been the highlight of the week for F who said he wanted some eggs in an incubator at
home!




We have carried on our learning about spring this week in the Bungalow. Our story has been the Hungry Caterpillar
and we have been learning all about their lifecycle. We got creative and made a display of each stage of the cycle,
from egg to butterfly. We have also been planting lots of seeds from carrots to herbs. Our sunflower seeds have begun
to grow and we have observed and recorded their changes.

What a brilliant week we’ve had in Reception, welcoming the ducks to Windmill Primary. On Monday the children
were predicting what creatures or animals would come out of the eggs and although there were no dragons or snakes
we do have three lovely ducklings. The children have started to draw the life cycle of the duck and have written down
their name ideas such as Custard, Strawberry and lvan. We have the ducklings until next Thursday allowing the
children to watch them grow and care for them. The children took great care with the ducklings when they came onto
the carpet and have been able to stroke them.

In Drawing Club we have continued our learning around ducks and farm animals with the story ‘Farmer Duck’. We
have seen lots of farmers and the children have loved recreating the story and have been able to recall key phrases
from the book.

In Maths, we have deepened our understanding of nine and ten by looking at one more and one less and using
manipulatives to represent the composition of these numbers.

In English this week, Year 5 have started to think about creating their own Maya myth. The children have worked hard
to think about what elements they will add to make the piece successful. We also spent time looking at other
examples and picking out which bits made the version more successful than the other. This week, in DT we have been
discussing all things bridges. We looked at the difference between both arch and beam bridges and used some things
to test them before we design our own in the coming weeks. We had a fabulous afternoon on Friday and designed our
own Maya Gods thinking about why they would be important and why people would want to worship them.
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