NEWSLETTER

This Week

In collective worship we have been asking the question ‘What
is spirituality?’ The children see spiritual moments as wow
moments that remind us of the beauty in our world and
beyond. For some this might include a feeling and connection
with something bigger than ourselves and might be linked to
faith. We have shared our own spiritual moments like listening
to music, being by the sea, seeing nature and flowers and even
stopping for thought and prayer. Some children have shared
photos of a time and place that they felt spiritual and some
have brought photos in to add to their reflection corners that
we have in each classroom and we would welcome more of
these.

Outside of collective worship classes have settled well. They
are now fully engaged with the curriculum and the routines of
school. Part of our Behaviour Policy is to recognise good
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Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
97.09%

This is above our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RH 98% RS 100%

1P 96.67%, 1W 97.33%,
2C98.62%, 2TP 97.33%
3R 98%, 35 97%
4D 100%, 4P 96.90%
5G 95.86%, 5P 98.97%
6L 98.48%, 6W 90%

behaviour by sending postcards home or making phone calls to parents/carers when we feel proud of a
child’s achievement. Recognition is central to our policy as are strong relationships, The Windmill Way
(Ready, Respectful, Safe), relentless routines and calm, consistent adult behaviour. We feel that a policy
built on relationship and restorative practice is better for our pupils and their wellbeing as opposed to

policies built on punitive measures and forced compliance.

Attendance continues to be a focus in school. The new guidance for school is now statutory. This means
that for the first-time schools have a legal duty to follow the recommendations. Government policy is
clear. Every moment matters and good attendance is a priority for us all. We therefore have to tackle

poor attendance and holidays in term time robustly.

Our Prospective Open Events for new starters in September 2025 are now open and
tickets can be booked via our website:
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

Asda Cashpot for schools

You can support school and still earn your rewards! Between 2nd Sept -
30th Nov, every time you shop with Asda Rewards & choose Windmill, Asda

will donate to our school cashpot.

Baby News!

Miss Redfern welcomed her baby girl, Fern last week. Mum and baby are both doing
well. Wishing Miss Redfern and her new family our warmest congratulations.


https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

Diary Dates:

27 Sept Macmillan Coffee Event (see separate letter)
10t Oct Individual/siblings’ photos

22" Oct Flu vaccinations

25% Oct INSET Day, school closed to children

28" Oct — 1 Nov Half term

4 Nov 1%t day back for children

Year 4 have been working hard in English this week to build sentences to describe a city setting description linking to
our Geography learning about cities. We will explore human and physical features of 3 cities (Manchester, Madrid and
Manaus) in Geography. Pupils are showing some great team work in PE for our topic Strike, React and Rally where
pupils have been controlling their speed and distance to get their objects to hit its target. Year 4 are doing an
excellent job challenging themselves in our Maths learning for our place value topic. Miss Dandekar and Mrs
Humphryson are impressed!

We have had a fantastic week. They have been learning about place value in maths and are doing fantastically at
understanding representations and how to partition these big numbers. In RE we enjoyed hot seating where the rest
of the class had to ask ‘Noah’ questions about the flood. The children are enjoying PE where they are practicing their
tennis skills. Well done to all of our year 4’s on their first full week back at school and we will see you on Monday!

This week, Year 6 have been making progress with their DT projects. The design criteria was to create pieces
of playground equipment and they have begun with a swing. After discussion about the strongest structures,
a triangular design was chosen and the pupils worked carefully to build a strong frame from which they will
hang their swings next week.




Year 2 have had a fantastic week! We have focused
on our handwriting this week by making sure we are
in a good handwriting sitting position. We've also
started practising bubble handwriting which will help
us write all of our letters correctly. In Science, we
enjoyed touching different materials and talking
about their properties. In Maths, we have focused on
il place value. We've used base ten, part whole models
and place value charts to help us. In English, we have loved learning about the BFG and writing our own dream jars.

We have had another fantastic week in Year 5. This week, Mrs Hartley has started our dance unit in PE, which has a
. focus all about belonging. We pretended we had spray paint
cans and painted our initials in the air! 5P had a really

successful swimming lesson last Thursday and are excited for

their lesson this week. During our English and Guided Reading
lessons, we have been reading more of our class text, The
Explorer and rearranged sentences to create a description of a
forest, which will help us when we write about the rainforest
next week; keep your eyes peeled for some writing snippets in
the next newsletter. As we are a Voice 21 school, we have been

practising more of our Oracy skills, using a traverse (shown in
the pictures) to discuss new, unfamiliar words and what they might mean. Thanks for a great week, Year 5!

Year 1 have had a wonderful week. We have made our first creation in DT using our cutting skills. We have sorted
materials in Science and explored Hansel and Gretel during Drawing Club. They have used great oracy skills discussing
what spell they would use on Hansel and Gretel and what food they would make a house from if they could choose.
Next week’s Drawing Club is even more exciting and we can’t wait to introduce it!

This week in Year 3, we have been very busy. The children liked starting our Guided Reading book called 'Ug, Boy
Genius of the Stone Age'. We enjoyed listening to the children taking on the roles of the characters from the book. In
RE, we used our senses to look at the world outside and then drew a picture of something which amazed us in God's
world. You could ask your child what amazes them.




This week in reception we have introduced drawing club with the focus on the ‘Colour Monster’. The children have
shown great levels of creativity and excitement when drawing their own monster and the monster’s home which
included a jungle house. The children continued their learning within the junk modelling area by using different

resources to recreate their monsters’ homes. The excitement followed outside by using chalk, building blocks and
making their own emotion potion.

In maths this week, reception have shown a great level of understanding with the topic ‘match, sort and compare’.
They have used these skills with the game ‘snap’ and sorting the dinosaurs and pompoms into sets.

We are very proud of their achievements this week. Well done everyone!

Can we please ask that all clothes and shoes are labelled.

We have had such a busy week in provision this week. We have been looking at photographs of our families, painted
our families and have cut out pictures to represent the people we live with. In food making we toasted scotch
pancakes and spread them with butter or jam.

We have had a fantastic week in the Bungalow with lots of learning going on. We have gone on walks around the
grounds to see how they are changing with the seasons and begun to explore and embed new friendships and
routines.




