NEWSLETTER

This Week 12" February 2026

Year 5 attended Young Voices on Tuesday. This is a Windmill tradition Whole school attendance to date
and one that requires staff to give up their evening in order for the
children to have the experience of going to an arena and singing with
thousands of other children and the odd 80s and 90s pop star! Thank
you to Year 5 and the staff team for this amazing trip.

Whole school attendance is
currently 95.15%
This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week

Now that we are half way through the year we are looking at priorities RSR 94.44% RS 87.93%
for the second half of the year. Front and centre is attendance. This is a 1P 99.04% 1W 91.35%
national priority and an obsession of the DFE and Ofsted. It is also

something that we believe passionately about. Unless you work in 2RT 98.28% 2TR 95.26%
schools you won’t necessarily see how much work children get through 3A 95.69% 3S 97.41%

ona day.to day basis. Every day missed is the same as missin.g at.least 7 4C 99 19% 4H 91.81%

teacher inputs, at least 6 lessons and nearly 6 hours of learning time.

Every day counts and every missed day means that a child runs the risk 5PW 93.33% 5S 95.69%
of missing building blocks in their learning that can last a lifetime. 6L 95.98% 6W 98.21%

Our target is that every child should have at least 97% attendance. We
need your support to achieve this as our current school attendance is 95% and this just isn't good enough for our
school and our pupils.

Yesterday we said goodbye to Mrs Turnbull, Business Manager, our
wonderful friend and amazing work colleague. She has been the backbone
of our school, maintaining a loving and utterly methodical approach to her

| role. Mrs T you will be dearly missed by us all. @

Mrs Stephen has taken up this role and we are sure you will join us in
giving Mrs Stephen a warm welcome.




Diary Dates:

13t Feb 26 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

16t - 20" Feb 26 Half Term

23" Feb 26 Y5, Dr Diane — Maya Workshop (rescheduled)

27" Feb 26 POW pre-loved uniform sale - 8.30am KS2 Building

39 Mar 26 West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals (see separate letter)
5t Mar 26 Y3 — Bagshaw Museum

For local activities and local days out please click the link below:
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Last week, former Leeds Diocese Tanzania Link Officer, Peta Moffat visited Mugango Primary School.

Pupils proudly shared stories about their special connection with Windmill Primary and presented Peta with gifts to
bring back to Windmill.

You can watch their latest dance on our webpage (scroll to the bottom!)
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Mugango-Primary-School-our-link-school-in-Tanzania/



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Mugango-Primary-School-our-link-school-in-Tanzania/

We have had a great week in Reception embracing the cold and leaning about the season of winter. We have been
painting ice outside, creating our own snow and hunting for wintery nature all around us. In Drawing Club we have
been reading and looking at an animated story called 'The snowy day' and children have loved drawing and writing
about their own snowy adventures. As part of our rainbow challenge this week we have been revisiting part - whole
models and embedding our understanding of number composition. We have also been exploring time in our maths
lessons, learning about days of the week and months of the year. We have also loved visiting the library this half
term and children have enjoyed selecting and looking at our wide range of story books. I'm sure they would love a
visit to a library over the half term! See you soon reception, we hope you have a wonderful rest.

After half term we will be looking at different celebrations, starting off with personal ones like birthdays. Please don't
forget to send in your special moment photos to the office email (office@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk) as we need
these as soon as possible. Thank you to those who have already emailed them in.

Year 6 have truly embraced the spirit of compassion this term with a wonderful community initiative. As their chosen
act of kindness, they decided to spread a little love throughout the local area. The children carefully created beautiful
postcards, each featuring a positive message such as “Let love bloom” and attached packets of wildflower seeds for
residents to plant and enjoy. They proudly signed each one as being from the Year 6 pupils at Windmill. The class
then took a walk around the community, posting their thoughtful creations through letterboxes in the hope of
spreading joy and bringing smiles to local residents. What a fantastic way to show compassion - well done Year 6!

Local Resident: “I’d had a bad day at work and came home to this lovely gesture. It really brightened up my day and |
would like to say a big thank you to all the pupils and staff”

Local Resident: “Please pass on our thanks for the wonderful gift of seeds posted recently”



This week saw us attend the eagerly anticipated Young Voices concert where we sang our hearts out and danced the
night away. Although many children returned to school very tired on Wednesday morning, they described the
evening as THE BEST NIGHT EVER! Year 5 also finalised their nutrition and cooking unit in DT by making a vegetarian
bolognaise recipe. They enjoyed preparing the ingredients before taste testing. In our collective worship this week,
we shared our acts of compassion.

We hope you have a restful half term!
The year 5 team @

M — “Young Voices was fun. My favourite part was All Over the World and all the schools coming and all of the
singing. Amazing”

H — “When all the lights came on it was the best night of my life, my favourite song was No Such Thing as Normal”
G — “Young Voices was really fun, amazing and crazy because everyone was joining in and enjoying themselves and

singing. We all sang Snoopdog and Eninem, we went crazy for No Such Thing as Normal. We met 3 celebrities. When
a man did a guitar solo the Makaton person played an air guitar which was funny”.




Yorkshire Wildlings

HOLIDAY
-~ CAMP

M7,

WOOLLEY EDGE SCOUT
CAMP (WF4 2LS)

16™ - 20™ FEB

0830 - 1500 EVERY DAY!

Looking for half-term fun that gets kids outside, laughing, and
learning? Our forest school holiday camps are exactly what you need!

Leave the tech at home and connect with nature!

Den building, mud play, firelighting, archery, and se much more!

BOOK NOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACES!

07494666561 www.yorkshirewildlings.co.ulk =IVETT STEIVIE LT
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BUILDING FOUNDATIONS
IN SEND PARENTING
-

4

-
Understanding SEND and what it means for your child
Practical strategies to help with daily routines
Navigating the education system and accessing
support

Building resilience and self-care for parents and
carers

Contact us or scan the QR code to book your place COURSE CODE
@ success.centres@kirklees.gov.uk FL2526052

@ 01484 234153

Kirklees Success Centre




