NEWSLETTER

This Week

We received some fantastic news this week. The first is that
we have been awarded the School Games Platinum Award.
This is the highest award a school can achieve and was only
available to us after successive years as a Gold School. This
award recognises our commitment to fitness through, sport,
PE, and physical activity. We know that children at Windmill
receive a good offer when it comes to this and this is down to
the hard work and dedication of Mrs Thompson. She is our PE
lead and is passionate about physical activity for children. She 1P 95.67%, 1W 98.33%
even works on her days off to ensure that children get the 2C 96.00%, 2TP 97.00%
very best experience of sport and PE and we are grateful to 3R 97.00%, 3S 100.00%
her for her work. She would say that she is supported by an
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amazing school team which is true but she deserves our 4D 97.33%, 4H 97.33%
gratitude for being an inspirational PE lead. Thank you and 5G 90.00%, 5P 96.90%
congratulations Mrs Thompson. 6L 96.00%. 6W 95.00%

Another member of staff that we would like to recognise this

week is Mrs Smithson. Mrs Smithson teaches art in Y1-Y6 and is a much-loved member of staff by
children. Visitors to school always comment on the amazing art work on display and this is down to Mrs
Smithson’s passion for art and design. This year we have been extremely lucky to be awarded places on
national schemes run by Craft Council (Year 2) and The Royal Ballet and Opera House (Year 5). Mrs
Smithson achieved the teacher Cultural Champions Awards CPD and our work achieved a ‘Highly
Commended Award when shared with over 180 schools. Mrs Smithson also ensured that we were once
again involved in the Kirklees Woven festival. In addition, we have also been involved in local community
projects run by Batley Free Festival (Year 6), headlining the parade and decorating beehives for Outback
Beez (Reception).

Thank you to both Mrs Thompson and Mrs Smithson this year for leading their subjects with passion and
enthusiasm.

HB, PL, BB, SI, LL

 These lovely young ladies at the summer gala (blush & bows) raised £80 and bought
Windmill this wonderful flag that will be used for many events in and out of Windmill.

This will be something that will be with us for many years. Thank you.

For local activities, summer camps and local days out please click the link below:

https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/10-07-2025-Noticeboard/



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/10-07-2025-Noticeboard/

Diary Dates:

15% July 2025 Y6 Production afternoon

16" July 2025 Y6 Production Evening

17% July 2025 Y6 Leavers Church Service

17t July 2025 Y6 Leavers Disco

18t July 2025 Summer Lunch Day. All children are invited to stay for school lunch
21% July 2025 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

22" July 2025 INSET DAY — School closed to pupils

1t September 2025 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

2" September 2025 First day back for Pupils in Years 1 — Year 6

This week we have been awarded with the Platinum School Games award. This is
the highest level a school can achieve. After our previous success as a Gold school we
were invited to apply for a platinum award and have achieved this. This is a reward

m for every pupil, staff member and family member who has organised, joined in or
supported the broad range of PE and physical activity that we offer in school.
PLATINUM

Children across school have been able to join in: National Fitness day, scooter
workshops, multiskills lessons, play leading training and play leading, Santa dash,
#Letthemplay, cross country running, cricket team, gym equipment, dance mats,
Speed Stacking umpires, cardio desk drumming, bikeability, balance bikes, The Joy of Moving programme, a
whole school sports day circuit and more!
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These opportunities are all in addition to our broad and balanced PE curriculum lessons where children experience
high quality movement and opportunities such as yoga, dance and orienteering.

Well done and thank you to every person who has danced, cycled, stretched, hopped, planned, organised and
cheered on - this award belongs to everyone.

It is with great pleasure that our Art submission for a national competition
held by Craft Council received a Highly Commended award.

Year 2 worked across the entire year group to create our festival bird costume
along with their own individual ensemble which they all wore as part of the
parade on Windmill Way. Thank you to Year 1 also for playing instruments to
serenade us!

.' A big well-done Year 2 from Mrs Smithson and Mrs Varley.

Judges' comment:

The school parade is a wonderful example of how making can spark joy for both the makers and those
who experience the piece! It strikes a great balance between independent creativity and collaborative
contribution, while also showing an impressive early understanding of how clothes behave and can be
used at this age.



Year 2. In guided reading we have been reading Winnie the Witch. We enjoyed predicting the end of a story using
only some of the vocabulary. We drew pictures to predict what would happen to Wilbur the cat. Everybody’s cat
was different which was lots of fun! It reminded us that we are all different too and can all enjoy reading in
different ways.

Our finished DT projects. We have designed our own cushions — choosing colours, shapes and tools. We used
different threads, different fabrics and different sized needles. They loved learning how to sew and kept asking if
they could create all sorts of things!

This week in Year 1, we have battled against the heat but still done some great stuff. In Geography, we finished our
unit with a Harkness discussion about penguins in the Polar Regions vs meercats in the Desert. We used our oracy
skills to discuss some of the things we have learnt throughout this topic and which we would prefer to be.

In PE, we had a go at using what we learned in our dance lessons with Miss Hartley to create our own dances.
There were some pretty cool moves!

In English this week, we have been focusing on a story called The Box. We had a go at hot seating where some of
our classmates became the characters and we asked them lots of questions about what happened to them in the
story.

We also got to meet our new teachers on Thursday. All of the Year 1 children were superstars and showed their
new Year 2 teachers how amazing they will be next year! ¥¢




Year 5 have worked their socks off again this week. On Monday, we used our oracy skills to discuss a concept
cartoon based on our class text, Plague Thieves. A concept cartoon has four answers to one question. The children
worked in small groups to discuss which answer they agreed with most and why. It was great hearing them using
evidence from the text to explain their answers. They have blown us away with their writing this week; they have
been inspired by the short animation, DreamGiver, and have created their own character. Their descriptions have
been utterly amazing and we cannot wait to use Al to bring them to life next week. In DT, we have been finalising
our stuffed toys and adding their finishing touches. More stuffing arrived for us so we can make them as cuddly as
we can! Both 5P and 5G worked hard for their new teachers during their transition afternoon and enjoyed taking
part in their settling in activities; they particularly enjoyed creating their artwork which will be displayed on their
lockers. We cannot believe we are heading into our final week next week! What a year it has been!

Year 4 have had a lovely week. We can't believe how much they have progressed since the start of September. We
continued to look at what the Romans brought to Britain in our History lesson. We are looking forward to the
children creating their final History piece next week. In PE we have continued to focus on our dribbling and
basketball skills and have had a specific focus on passing to others safely. We are creating a recount of our trip to
Murton Park which the children are enjoying. They loved meeting their new teachers during transition afternoon
and are looking forward to an exciting year in year 5!

What a great week we have had in Year 3! We continued looking at volcanoes and their impact as a part of our
'Natural disasters' unit in Geography. The children looked at reasons for and against living near a volcano and used
their oracy skills to answer the question, 'Would you live near a volcano?' However, we particularly enjoyed
watching some volcanos 'erupt'. Thank you TR and RW for sharing your volcano holiday projects with the classes!




