NEWSLETTER

This Week

This term we are prioritising attendance as a combination of iliness and holidays really impacted on
our school attendance last term. We know that every lesson counts and that pupils find it really hard
to catch up with missed learning following a period of absence.

We have initiatives that promote positive attendance like our weekly Classopoly initiative and
attendance prizes like the fabulous Pokémon boxes that were donated to school. This term we will be
celebrating those who managed 100% attendance in the Autumn term. This was an incredible
achievement given the illnesses that were circulating. We are also introducing some new initiatives
like our daily secret student class reward (ask your child about this- they are very excited).

We know however, that the best way of maintaining good attendance is to ensure that children enjoy
learning and have fantastic relationships with each other and staff. This is an ongoing focus for us and
our expression of our vision to do everything in love. Upcoming highlights this term will include our
whole school Design and Technology which we are very excited about.

We hope to make 2026 a year in which we see positive improvements in attendance and are really
keen to see as many pupils as possible finish the year with 97%+ attendance.




Diary Dates

5t Feb 26 Y5, Dr Diane — Maya (see separate letter)
10" Feb 26 Y5 — Young Voices (final details to follow)
13t Feb 26 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

15 Feb 26 Big Breakfast lunch — see menu below

16™ - 20*" Feb 26

Half Term

3" Mar 26

West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals (details to follow)

5t Mar 26

Y3 — Bagshaw Museum

For local activities and local days out please click the link below:

https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Year 6 have had a fantastic and productive start to the term. In English, pupils used their oracy skills during a
traverse activity to compare and discuss their notes on the Vikings, helping them prepare for their upcoming non-
chronological reports. Through thoughtful discussion and collaboration, they shared ideas, built on each other’s
knowledge and improved their own work by working together effectively. In computing, we have begun exploring
programming and coding, using Turtle Academy to learn how to give directions through code. The children
created a wide range of impressive shapes and patterns, showing creativity, perseverance and excellent problem-
solving skills. They did exceptionally well and thoroughly enjoyed seeing their code come to life. If children would

like to access this from home the link is turtleacademy.com/playground



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

This week, Year 3 have been developing their oracy skills through traverse activities in Maths and Guided Reading.
We started our new text 'Flat Stanley and The Great Egyptian Grave Robbery' where children practised asking and
answering questions using the traverse approach. In English, we explored poetic techniques in preparation for our
new writing unit and had great fun creating “silly soup” to inspire playful language and imagination.

As part of our Year 3 Act of Compassion this half term, we will be collecting winter clothing to donate, working in
partnership with POW.

We kindly invite families to donate any clean, good-quality winter wear that is no longer needed or has been
outgrown, such as:

Coats and jackets

Windmill jumpers and PE jackets

Hats, scarves and gloves

Donations will be collected in school and later in the term, the children will be leading a stall to share these.

We have had a lovely and exciting start to our Spring term in Year 2. In Maths, we have been learning all about 2D
and 3D shapes using lots of mathematical vocabulary such as 'vertices' and 'properties'. Some of our children
completed some great projects over the holidays about Nelson Mandela and Rosa Parks and were eager to share
them in our new History unit: How did Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela change the world? In English, we have
started a new book called 'Stardust'. The children took part in an activity describing what makes them stars and
the responses blew us away. Some of our favourites have been, ' | am a star because | am me," and 'l am a star
because | moved up in my RWI group.' It was so lovely to hear the children talk about and recognise the amazing
and individual qualities we all have that make us stars.

What a brilliant first week back for Year 4. They got straight back into their learning routine and settled
beautifully. We have thrown them all straight back into learning and they have been so full of energy after a
lovely holiday. We have spent the week in maths recapping our long multiplication (3 digit by 1 digit) and they
have tried so hard. At the back end of this week, we have introduced short division and showed the children
various methods to work this out - they are all superstars. We have also focused on our oracy skills a lot this week
and the children are really developing in their ability to learn through talk.

Well done Year 4!



We've had a great start to 2026 in Provision; we have started our new topics and have been learning about
animals in Science; we have been learning about mammals and sorting animals into ‘mammals’ and ‘not
mammals’. In sensory play we added coloured water to rice krispies and listened to them crackle and pop and
in Art, we watched a video that taught us how to draw a cat; we were very impressed with the children’s
artwork.

In Year 5 this week, we have started our exciting new topic all about the Ancient Maya. The children have been
exploring a range of Maya artefacts and predicting what they may have been used for. In PE, we have been
playing Pok ta Pok, a traditional Ancient Maya ball game, where children could only pass the ball using their
elbows, knees and hips! In science, we have been investigating the properties of materials. The children used
magnets around the classroom to test which metals were magnetic and which were not! Year 5 has been given
homework to research a Maya artefact. This needs to be handed in by 23rd January. Thanks, Miss Scott.




COUNCIL

Bacon and Sausage
served with hash browns, tomato, baked

beans, mushrooms and omelette

Vegetarian Sausage
served with hash browns, tomato, baked

beans, mushrooms and omelette

Munch Brunch Bean and Cheese Star Wrap

served with hash browns, tomato and
mushrooms

Desserts
A Selection of Breakfast Desserts
Fresh fruit platter

IShelit yYoghurt pots




