NEWSLETTER

8t December 2023

This Week Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently

We always try to enrich the curriculum for our children and this 95.65%
week Year 6 have had a really interesting week in school. They This is below our target of 97%
have had the magistrates visit and run a mock trial. This was then e e e e e
followed by a Charity called Hand to Mouth running a spiritual RR 89% RW 86.67%
journey for Year 6 focussing on beliefs, values, Christianity as a
global faith and their hopes for the world. Each pupil spent about 1H 92.07%, 1U 87.33%,
30-40 minutes working around stations set up in the library each 2D 91.33%, 25 90.34%

with a thought-provoking activity, twinkly lights and calming

[») 0,
music. Year 6 have also attended Rewind to Christmas in Church. 3R 95% 3SR 93.10%,

Run by the Zephaniah Trust. We would like to thank all of these 4B 94%, 4P 95.52%
organisations for working with Year 6. 5TW 91.72%. 5W 95.19%
We have also been wearing our Christmas jumpers in school for 6G 96.67%, 60 97.24%

Save the Children, collecting items for food banks and running
around the school as part of the School Games Santa Dash. There is always something happening at Windmill as we
‘do everything in love’.

Parking and Dangerous Driving

Once again, we are receiving complaints about dangerous parking and driving around school. As the nights and
weather draw in it is really important that we all work together to keep children safe. We ask that you park away
from school and that you park considerately. This means avoiding parking across drives and blocking the pavement.
We also need to ask that you exercise patience and self-control. At busy times both Windmill Lane and Upper
Batley Lane become congested. It therefore needs patience and a level head to wait and leave in a manner that is
safe. It is concerning to us that we have received reports of drivers using abusive language towards each other,
driving on the pavement and driving off at speed. These things will eventually lead to the injury of a child and the
darker nights make this even more likely. In school we show consideration and compassion as part of 'doing
everything in love'. We ask the same from those parents/carers who are choosing not to do this.

Our Prospective Parents Open Visits (Reception children starting in September 2024)
are now available. To book a place go to:

Windmill C of E Primary Prospective Parent Visit

Apply for a primary school place — Deadline 15 January 2024
Children can start reception year at primary school from the September after their fourth
birthday, by law children don't have to start school until the beginning of the term after their
fifth birthday.
WWW.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--dewsbury/windmill-cofe-primary/?page=1&hash=b960fa3a6f0889e36acd0d4ab0ac976b
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--dewsbury/windmill-cofe-primary/?page=1&hash=b960fa3a6f0889e36acd0d4ab0ac976b
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions

Diary Dates

11 Dec Y3 Carols — Parents are invited to watch Year 3 sing carols in the Y3/4 Playground after
school (separate letter)

12 Dec Y5 Trip to Tropical World (see separate letter)

19 Dec Christingle in school. Can all children please bring in a large Orange between
11th — 15t December to allow them to make Christingles.

19 Dec KS2 Christmas Dinner (See menu below)

20 Dec KS1 Christmas Dinner (See menu below)

20 Dec Christmas Panto in school, kindly organised and paid for by POW

21 Dec Christmas Church Service (see letter dated 8 Dec for updated details)

22 Dec Last day in school

8 Jan First day back after Christmas Break

LOST PROPERTY. Please see photos below for lost property we currently have at the office.

E was nominated to take Christmas posada home and he shared his interests.




Year 6 have had a really busy week this week. Barry and David from the Youth Magistrates Court visited both
classes and spoke about what happens in a Youth Court and how decisions are made. On Tuesday, we had
the charity, Hand to Mouth in school, where every child went on their own spiritual journey. On Thursday,
we visited St. Saviours and took part in Rewind to Christmas. We went back in time and revisited the story of
Christmas, joined in on festive quizzes and worked in groups to solve secret codes.

In our learning, we have started a new unit on The Christmas Truce and have been enjoying listening to a
podcast of veterans in the war who were a part of this wondrous day. In DT, we have been cooking up a
storm in our 'Come dine with me' unit. So far, we have made bruschetta and a delicious sweet potato and
chickpea curry. Watch out for the final course next week!!

Year 1 have had a brilliant week. We have started our new book in English called 'Stick Man' and the children
have loved it. In class 1H, the children have been really excited to see what 'Snowflake' the Elf has been up
to each morning - they think the elf is hilarious. The children have dressed amazingly for our Christmas
jumper day and loved the Christmas party! Thank you for the kind donations towards Save the Children!

In the bungalow we have been learning the story of the Jolly Christmas Postman. We have had a post office
role play, completed our letters to Santa and made a stained-glass nativity scene.

Sports Coach, John Holroyd from SSP delivered some extra PE sessions for our SEND
pupils. It was a wondertful opportunity for them to work on PE in different settings.



In Science year 1 have been investigating the 5 senses and the body parts associated with them. The children
really enjoyed our tasting lesson but Miss Underhill and Mrs Humphryson enjoyed seeing some of the
children's faces in the sour section even more! Both classes have been very excited about the library
reopening and we should be bringing library books home very soon, these will be changed every
Wednesday. You may have noticed your child bringing home some bubble handwriting sheets, children who
have time to complete these and bring them back they will receive a sticker, the handwriting sheets are
beneficial for developing children's fine motor skills and improving their overall handwriting.

Reception attended their first Collective Worship this week and impressed each and every one of us. They
sat beautifully and joined in with all the songs. We are very proud.

Once again, the weather has brought with it lots of investigative play. The children have built snowmen and
even painted them using powder paints.

In maths, we have continued to build on our knowledge of numbers one to five. We used our amazing
adding machine to help us add two amounts together and then displayed this on part, part, whole models
and tens frames.

Next week marks the start of Christmas in Reception. We will be learning the story of The First Christmas,
decorating our classroom and writing letters to Santa!

We look forward to seeing you next week when we share our Christmas songs with you all.




ARP. We are so incredibly proud of F this week. He has been doing some fantastic independent work, copying the
butterfly picture with pegs and drew this incredible world map all from memory with no picture to copy, we were
blown away!

Year 3. This week in Science, we looked at which force was needed to make objects move. They set up
practical investigations, made observations and asked questions. They were excited to share what they
had found out.

In Computing, we used the laptops for programming. We used the Scratch to create animations. Ask your
child to show you how they use code blocks and sprites to create short animations.

In English we have finished writing our stories set in the Stone Age. The children have written some super
paragraphs and at the end shared their stories with others.

The children also enjoyed visiting the library. They found it easy to find books and were very impressed
with how Year 6 had sorted it.

We are looking forward to singing our carols after school on Monday 11" Dec.

Year 2. Our focus this week in Year 2 has been writing independently and we are very proud of the year 2's. The
children have been writing instructions in Science. Diary entries from other children's perspectives in History and
Guided Reading and are preparing to write a Biography about Queen Victoria next week in English. We are really
focusing on accurate spelling so would really appreciate children practicing their weekly spellings at home. We have
also had lots of fun in Christmas Jumpers, Disco's and dashing around school on our annual Santa Dash! We are
looking forward to all the festivities to come. Have a great weekend Year 2!



Year 4 are working their socks off learning their times tables at the moment. They have been practising their 6, 7s
and 8s, this week. Well done Year 4 - Keep it up! See if you can test them at home!

On Tuesday Year 5 children took part in Playleader training with a sports coach from our School Sports Partnership.
The children played games together and developed their skills in adapting, changing and extending the games. The
skills of leadership - demonstrating, explaining and encouraging were put into practise alongside their creative
game ideas. The children were complimented on their enthusiasm and commitment to the sessions. We will shortly
be asking for volunteers to lead games and play at lunchtimes to help the whole school have more active and fun
lunchtimes.

Across the curriculum we are developing our oracy skills and in Maths 5TW became maths teachers, explaining and
modelling fraction work to one another.

Festive fun across the country and our playgrounds today as the School Games Santa Dash returned! all of our
children had the opportunity to 'dash' around outside wearing festive headgear, under the watchful gaze of our
friendly inflatable Santa and with Christmas music too! All children received a certificate to bring home and share
with you.
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Traditional Roast Turkey
Served with:
Cranberry Sauce, Apple Sauce,
Sage and Onion Seasoning
Chipolata Sausage and Gravy
or
Festive Vegetable and
Cheddar Cheese Parcel
all above served with:

Oven Roast and Creamed Potatoes,
Honey Roast Parsnips, Glazed Carrots,
Garden Peas and Brussel Sprouts
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A Selection of Hot and Cold
Festive Desserts




