NEWSLETTER

This Week

You will know that we have been looking at attendance as we hit
the mid-point in the year. In order to raise the profile of good
attendance we will be using letters, newsletters, website and our
X (formerly Twitter) to promote this.

Attendance matters because every day is filled with learning and
opportunities to grow whether that be in a child’s knowledge,
wellbeing, relationships or character.

In registering your child as a Windmill pupil, you have a legal duty
to send your child to school every day that school is open except
in a small number of circumstances such as your child being too
ill to attend school. For details on medical absences please visit:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

We have just launched our new class rewards to promote good
attendance and we are looking at how we use our messaging
system to give you more frequent updates on your child’s

8t March 2024

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
95.30%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RR95.33% RW 94.67%

1H 96%, 1U 94.33%,
2D 98.28%, 2S 93.79%
3R 94% 3P 98.28%,
4B 96.33%, 4P 98.67%
5TW 96.21%, SW 94.29%
6G 98.28%, 60 94.67%

attendance. You will have received your child’s mid-year attendance report prior to parents evening and will

have had a chat about this at parents evening. We would ask that if yo
attendance you speak to either your child’s class teacher, Miss Fisher,

u need any support with your child’s
Miss Towers or Mr Foulke.

We are also keen to tackle lateness. This impacts on attendance as a child attending after registration closes
receives an absent mark. We also know that lateness impacts on learning, wellbeing etc. in the same way that

attendance does:

If in a school year, your Your child will lose... They will have Missed lessons
child is late every bay by... missed... are missed

5 minutes 3.5 days from school 20 lessons moments. Every
10 minutes 7 days from school 41 lessons moment counts!
15 minutes 10 days from school 55 lessons

20 minutes 14.5 days from school 82 lessons

It is important that you know that many of our pupils have excellent attendance and are meeting our 97% target.

In the academic year to date:

Attendance

Number of Pupils

100%

62

97%-99.99%

159

Just over half of the school are meeting our
attendance target and are attendance Hero’s. You
will all get a certificate.

Let’s see if we can grow this list by the end of the
school year. This is done by being an Attendance
Hero
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https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Diary Dates:

14% Mar POW discos, KS1 & KS2 Halls

20" Mar Easter Service (see separate letter)
22" Mar Last term of term

8t April First day back after Easter Break
12t April Big Birthday Bash

Windmill C of E Primary is turning 10!

We will be celebrating our 10*" Birthday with a Big Birthday Bash on the afternoon of 12" April at 2:15pm. We
would love to see as many of our parents(s)/carer(s) and even wider family attending and this event should take
place after Eid. We will run this in a similar way to our MacMillan event. We will be selling cake and tea/coffee.
Children will be allowed to be collected early for this event if you are going to be joining us. For those children
who are not collected we will make sure that they get to enjoy some cake in their classrooms before home time.

For any families seeking support for SEN children
or those waiting for a Neurodevelopmental assessment.

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/west-yorkshire-neurodevelopmental-
family-navigator-pilot

https://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/

https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/resources/virtual-neurodiversity-conference-celebrating-
embracing-and-empowering-our-children/?

POW - Pow raised £53 today from the pre-loved uniform sale. Thank you.

Book Fair - We took over £1,200 at the book fair this week, which
absolutely fantastic! This means school will be able to purchase some
fabulous books with the commission we receive.

A huge thank you for your support.
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In Year 5. PE we began to learn about the ancient exercise of yoga. We enjoyed
learning the rest pose, balloon breaths, body stretch and a spider walk this week!
The lesson was finished with some relaxation time under a cosy blanket. In history,
we designed menus for a Maya themed restaurant - using our knowledge of the
rainforest to help - and made chocolates with raw ingredients. Thank you to the
ancient Maya for inventing chocolate!

Year 1 have had a lovely week. In Maths we have started looking at understanding mass. The children have been
testing out how much different objects weigh and which are heavier than others. They have also learnt that just
because objects are bigger, it does not mean they are heavier. For world book day we have had some partner time
with some of our year 2's. They came into Year 1 and the children spoke to each other about their favourite books.
The children had a fantastic world book day. In computing we have been learning about Bee-Bot's and had a great
time learning how to navigate them around the classroom. In English we have begun to understand what 'l' is. The
children had a go at writing a sentence using 'l' on their whiteboards and did brilliantly. Great work, Year 1!
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Having worked extremely hard during our week of assessments, Year 6 enjoyed celebrating our love of reading
during World Book Day. We brought our favourite books into school, then shared these with the Year 5 classes.

J said, "My favourite book is Gangsta Granny because at the start, the main character hates going to his granny's
but then they team up to steal valuables!"

H said, "l love to read all books because it is like a movie playing in your head. You never know what is going to
happen next!"

Mrs Otterwell and Mrs Gill read their favourite books from their childhoods to us, which reminded us of some of
the books we used to love when we were little. We were then inspired to create our own books based on our work
on Anne Frank.




We have heard the rumblings of a volcano in the bungalow this week! We created our volcano using papier-maché
and paint then used vinegar and bicarbonate for the lava. We have also enjoyed dressing up for world book day
and coming together to read lots of stories, our favourite was The Dinosaur Who Pooped a Princess

Reception. Last week we asked the children to predict what was going to hatch out of our eggs. Thank you for all
your contributions, some of which were correct, we now have four beautiful ducklings. The children are in awe at
how wonderful they are and we would like to invite you to come and have a look with your child when you pick
them up from school. Please feel free to drop in on either Monday or Wednesday next week so you can share the
experience with your child.

The next task we have for you is to think of some names for the ducks. Please send in your ideas and we will choose
the names next week.

Year 3 have had an exciting week! In RE, the children loved discovering how spirituality can be expressed through
art, in particularly how Muslims show spirituality through patterns and geometric shapes. They loved completing an
oracy activity where one partner had to describe a tricky geometric pattern to their partner who couldn't see it. It
was great listening to the language they used. In Science, we discussed the importance of protecting our skin and
eyes from the sun. The children carried out a test to see which material would be most suitable for the lenses of
sunglasses. We encouraged the children to use the words transparent, translucent and opaque to describe their
findings. We also had a lovely world book day and everyone looked incredible!

A final reminder that Year 3 will need their recycled materials for DT next Thursday as we will be making our
castles :)
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\ St. Saviour’s Church Brownbhill
% Messy Church w
Messy Church is for Everyone! A time to Celebrate and be
creative together.

Come along and join us for fun activities at our Easter Messy
Church on Good Friday 29t March 10.00 — 11.30 a.m.

Children must be accompanied by a Parent or Carer.



