NEWSLETTER

This Week

The consultation about Windmill potentially becoming an
academy and joining the Leeds Diocesan Learning Trust closed
this week. Governors will consider their response to the points
raised and publish this after the holiday. We would like to
thank staff and parents for taking part and for sharing their
view honestly and openly.

In school we have been focussing on acts of compassion.
Today, our digital leaders shared with us about how we can all
be more compassionate towards ourselves and others when
we are online and using social media. They lead a really
informative worship and gave some really important
messages ahead of Safer Internet Day which focusses this year
on scams and phishing which has seen children being
increasingly targeted. Information can be found at:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zn34h4j

7' February 2025

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
96.39%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RH 97.96%, RS 91.92%

1P 99.67%, 1W 99.67%
2C99.33%, 2TP 96.67%
3R 97.93%, 3S 96.45%
4D 95.00%, 4H 91.00%
5G 94.67%, 5P 95.86%
6L 97.24%, 6W 94.33%

B B ES For activities in Kirklees

https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Batiey & Birstal Excellence in Schools Together

UNIFORM

Can we please ask that all children come to school in the correct uniform.

e Bottle Green Jumper/Cardigan, Gold polo shirt, Grey trousers/skirt/shorts/dress
Green or yellow gingham dress

e PEkit, Bottle green jumper/cardigan, plain white t-shirt, plain dark bottoms.

Please note dangly earrings, false nails, wrist bands and snap bands are not permitted in school.

Lost Property

you.

Thank you to Mrs. Birkenshaw and her volunteer litter pickers
who are keeping our school grounds clean and tidy.

The items shown are in the office as lost property. Please note if this is not
claimed by Feb Half Term all items will be either donated or disposed of. Thank

' 4

o Y e ¥


https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zn34h4j
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Diary Dates:

13" Feb 2025 Y5 Young Voices (see separate letter)

14" Feb 2025 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

17— 21% Feb 2025 Half term

4t & 6™ Mar 2025 Parents Evening

7t — 22" April 2025 Easter Holidays (18™ & 21° Bank holidays)
6" Mar 2025 Cross Country Finals

5% May 2025 Bank Holiday

26" — 30t May 2025 Half Term

Read, Write Inc books should be sent home every three or five days depending on the individual group. In total we
have 13 reading groups, therefore it is very difficult for individual staff members to check every child has taken their
book home. We understand that children may forget but they are encouraged to be independent and put their book
straight in their bags. If books are missing, please feel free to send your child back into school to check their drawer.
Any questions, please feel free to ask.

In Provision this week, we have been focusing on the story of the 3 little pigs. We made our own pigs and wolves from
paper plates as a craft activity. We have also been playing games together to develop our turn taking skills; the
children have enjoyed playing Pop-up Pirate. For our sensory play, we have been mixing playdough to make different
colours.

In year 2 we have been enjoying some spiritual moments whilst listening to bird song in class

and watching birds in our playground and fields. We even visited our school bird hide this week.
We made a variety of bird feeders and hung these in the pond area for the local birds. We have RSPB
been drawing birds in class and appreciating nature. This is part of our work on compassion.
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In maths we have been using lots of practical equipment to learn about grouping and sharing.

Paper plates and cookies, paper flowers and vases, counters and cubes have helped us to count, share and sort
different numbers to learn about multiplication and division.




Year 4 have had a great week. In DT, we have started to finish our sewing and we are going to focus on fastenings
next! The children have worked so hard to be independent when sewing. In Maths we are focusing on perimeters of
rectilinear shapes. The children have learnt to find and work out the missing lengths of the shape so they can work out
the perimeter accurately. Our history lesson was about researching the Greek Gods! We had a lot of fun in this lesson
and the children really enjoyed researching these independently. Lots of the children already knew so much due to
their Christmas holiday homework. In PE, the children have created obstacle courses but with a twist - they have to
complete them whilst covering their eyes! The children worked in groups and ensured safety and clear instructions for
those following the obstacle. Their obstacle courses were super inventive. We look forward to seeing you next week
for our final week of term!

Year 6 have enjoyed starting buddy reading this week with Year 3 and Year 4. The children have been paired and are
supporting the younger children with their reading skills, working on fluency and understanding the text. Miss Safianyk
said 'They were brilliant role-models, listened well and asked the children some great questions including summarising
and inference questions.' Year 6 are looking forward to continuing buddy reading and supporting LKS2 further.

In science, Year 6 are coming to the end of their unit on electricity. We have been impressed with their knowledge of
series circuits and their ability to use different components to test out their ideas and theories.

Our focus in the Bungalow this week has been on African animals. The children really enjoyed using books to find out
facts about the animals and then they wrote them down in a fact file. In maths we have been working on adding 1
more to a given number. The children have really enjoyed playing interactive games on the whiteboard.

This week in Year 3 we have been creating a piece of music to tell the 'Story of Nian'. We worked in pairs to create
pentatonic melodies and began to work in larger groups to layer these. The children are excited to continue to
perform these on glockenspiels next week. As part of our RE unit on Incarnation, the children have been looking at the
similarities and differences between infant and adult baptisms. The children thought about how the Holy Trinity is
used and came up with their own prayers.




We have had a fabulous week this week in Year 5. In Science, we have continued looking at their unit on materials.
They learnt about irreversible and reversible changes before moving onto looking at chemical reactions. They carried
out a test where they had to create different mixtures of bicarbonate of soda and water/vinegar. These mixtures then
produced gas which caused a plastic glove to inflate. It was so cool watching this happen!

On Thursday, we were lucky enough to have the UK's only Maya Archaeologist visit us and teach about the wonders of
the Ancient Maya. We first listened to her presentation which told us all about her life in the Rainforest and how she
studied there for 10 whole years finding some of the most valuable treasures and paintings which were over 2000
years old. We also took part in a workshop where we were able to touch and feel real life artefacts to try and help us
determine who they would have belonged to and what they may have been used for. Some of our children even
became Maya experts gaining their own badge and place as a future archaeologist.

Dr Diane was so impressed with B and her enthusiasm that she gifted her a worry doll which came all the way from
Guatemala and was made by today's Maya people.

Reception have had an amazing week learning about Little Red Riding Hood. Children have re-enacted the story using
props, their own junk modelling forest and changing parts of the story. They have all enjoyed sharing their ideas with
their talk partners during drawing club and have been able to challenge one another, asking each other to explain their
reasonings. Children have embedded their understanding within the outdoor area by creating mazes to try and find
the wolf, they have used their previous knowledge of positional language to guide their friends through the maze. In
maths this week, we have been learning about 6,7 and 8, children have shown a great understanding of these
numbers through the use of tens frames and numicon tiles.

The Digital Leaders led a Collective Worship about Safer Internet Day.
Safer Internet Day 2025 takes place on the 11th of February 2025, with celebrations and learning based around the
theme ‘Too good to be true? Protecting yourself and others from scams online’

Safer Internet Day is the UK’s biggest celebration of online safety. This year Safer
Internet Day will be focusing on the issue of scams online and for young people, how
to protect themselves and others, as well as what support is available to them.

These websites have some useful advice:
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers

https://parentzone.org.uk/EverydayDigital/Parents
e



https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://parentzone.org.uk/EverydayDigital/Parents
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Our Expert

Emma Davis



31012025, 07:70 IMGE-202601 20-WADIN |rg

CROSSBANK CRICKET CLUB

NEW JUNIOR £ SENIDOR PLAYERS WELCOME

UNDER 9°S,
11°s, 13°'s, 15°s WINTER
SENIOR 1ST & HARDBALL
2ND TEAM TRAINING

SUNDAY TEAM STARTS

QUTOONR JUNIOR TRAINIRG WILL BE FRIDATS ERDM LATE &PRIL

THE RUMBOLDS, LEA ROAD, BIRSTALL

FOLLOW ON FACEBOOK OR MESSAGE FOR MORE INFO
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