NEWSLETTER

This Week 6 June 2025

It has felt really quiet in school this week with Year 6 on their

residential at Robinwood in Wales. Staff report that the Whole school attendance to date
children had an amazing time and enjoyed all of the amazing Whole school attendance is currently
activities on offer. My personal favourite is still the Piranha 96.03%

Pool escape room which always ends up with wet children
who are convinced that they saw a piranha in the pool! Thank
you to the staff that organised the trip and to those that went.
Three days away from their families shows that they do

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RH 83.14%, RS 91.32%

everything in love. 1P 94.67%, 1W 94.14%
2C 93.98%, 2TP 93.00%
In school we have been able to open our new outdoor gym 3R 88.96%, 3S 88.71%

equipment. Can we please ask that this is not used by

children or adults before and after school. The equipment is 4D 92.67%, 4H 91.00%

specifically designed to be used by pupils in Y2-6 only and is 5G 86.67%, 5P 98.26%
unsafe to be used by others. 6L 92.00%. 6W 90.67%
Parking

Once again, we politely ask that you do not park over people's driveways on Upper Batley Lane. Our
neighbours should be able to leave and access their drives irrespective of whether it is pick up or drop off.
It is unfair on them and school staff dealing with complaints when this could be resolved with some
common courtesy. Thank you.

Food Waste

Each year the UK disposes of 9.5 million tonnes of food waste. That's £19 billion of food. This mostly goes
to landfill sites and decomposes releasing methane gas into the environment which is harmful. The
Government are therefore introducing legislation to schools, factories and businesses whereby all food
waste has to be collected in biodegradable bags containing food waste only. This is then put in a special
bin and collected separately and will be taken for composting or to produce renewable energy. Whilst not
currently statutory to do this now it will be soon and failure to comply will result in hefty fines.

At Windmill we have secured a specialist collection for our food waste. We will also be implementing
changes in school to comply with this duty. Children on school dinners will be able to dispose of food
waste in the usual way taking care not to contaminate food waste collection with anything else. Packed
lunch children will be asked to keep all rubbish in their lunch boxes and bags including food waste for
disposal at home. The rules currently do not extend to households



Diary Dates:

11t June 2025

Y3 Trip to Magna (see separate letter)

11t June 2025

Y6 WWII Street Party Celebrations (see separate letter)

13" June 2025

Rec Trip Piglets Adventure Farm (see separate letter)

18" June 2025

Y4 Murton Park (See separate letter)

19'" June 2025

Sports Day

26" June 2025

Y1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (see separate letter)

15% July 2025

Y6 Production afternoon (details to follow)

16" July 2025

Y6 Production Evening (details to follow)

17 July 2025

Y6 Leavers Church Service (details to follow)

17 July 2025

Y6 Leavers Disco (Details to follow)

18t July 2025

Summer Lunch Day. All children are invited to stay for school lunch (See
menu below)

21 July 2025

INSET Day — School closed to pupils

22" July 2025

INSET DAY — School closed to pupils

For information on activities in the local area please see the BBest
noticeboard: https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Batley & Birstoll Excellence in Schools Together

Kirklees school meals prices will increase by 10p to take effect from the start of the - Autumn Term 1st
September 2025. The new rate will be £2.85

In Provision this week we have been busy making our own jam on toast and jam sandwiches. T has enjoyed doing
jigsaws this week and O has been exploring floating and sinking in line with our Sea and Water theme.



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Year 2 have started a new unit in Maths - time! We have spent the week exploring the days of the week, the
months of the year and what 'o'clock' and 'half past' means. It would be amazing if you could test your children on
this knowledge to help secure the very tricky concept of time.
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On Thursday, M performed a short song on her flute to the rest of 2TP. Mrs Isaacs, her
music teacher, was so impressed as she'd asked her to play half of the song but
surprised her by playing it all. All of 2TP listened in awe as M very confidently played it
to us. We gave her a big round of applause. Well done M!

It has wonderful to see our Year 4 classes after a whole week! They have dived straight back into their learning and
have continued to give 110%. This week we have looked at metaphors, similes and alliteration in our English
lessons. The children worked hard to create their own versions for their poems about a Roman soldier. In Maths we
have looked into 12-hour and 24-hour clocks and why they are different. The children enjoyed their first dance
lesson with Mrs Hartley yesterday. The dance incorporates the children pretending they are Roman legionaries
marching into a battle! Everyone joined in and gave it a go. We have had a splendid first week back! See you on
Monday.




Even though the rain has arrived, we have been thinking about the arrival of summer in the

bungalow. We have looked at the signs of summer and created beautiful summer salt paintings.

: We have also been enjoying our reading tasks this week. The children are such wonderful
readers.

This week in Year 1, we have jumped straight back into it!

In PE, we have had our first ever dance lesson, learning a warm up dance. Our teachers were very impressed with
our rhythm and dance moves and we can't wait to learn more as the weeks go on!

In Maths, we have finished our unit on fractions. We have done lots of chopping shapes into equal parts and know
all about using sharing to find a half and a quarter of different numbers.

We have also done a super job in English lessons, continuing on our curious quest with our faithful friends. We read
'The Way Back Home' this week and used it as inspiration to design our own flying machine and write sentences
using the suffix 'ing'.

Reception have had a super first week back. In Drawing Club, the children have been learning about ‘Laura’s Star’
and shown their creativity throughout the week. Children have been able to design their own star, tool or machine
to catch the star and a map to help find their star. This has captured a lot of interest and imagination within both
classes and has been shown within their own learning during provision. Children have made their own starry night
picture, enjoyed exploring the water sensory exploration and writing their own wishes.

In Maths this week, we have looked at sharing and grouping. Children have shown a great level of understanding of
being able to share and group objects. They have all worked extremely hard within their math’s lessons and to
complete the maths challenge.

Year 5 have had a great first week to our final term. We have started to look at biographies in English in
preparation for us writing our own. The children enjoyed reading a selection of 'Little People, Big Dreams books." In
Maths, we have worked hard looking at multi-way timetables and the children had a go at creating their own
timetable for their perfect school day. In DT this half term, we will be designing and making our own stuffed toys
for younger children. Today, we began the design process and we can tell we are going to have some fabulous
creations. In computing, we began tinkering with scratch and making our own music using programming. The
children in 5P had a little go on our new mini-gym on Monday as a treat which they really enjoyed.




Year 6 had an incredible few days at Robinwood. They climbed, canoed, ziplined and leapt to reach a trapeze as
well as facing the piranha pool and solving puzzles in the dungeon. Many pupils had never experienced these types
of outdoor activities before and some had never stayed away from home and yet they all rose to every challenge
and we could not be prouder of how them. The staff at Robinwood could not praise our pupils enough and even
described them as a 'golden school - one that they will remember for all of the right reasons'. Well done Year 6!

Below are some quotes from the pupils:

| enjoyed the piranha pool because I like solving puzzles and | got to work as a team. All my friends were very
supportive and | felt happy. (I - 6W)

The Robinwood staff taught us how important values are (like teamwork and resilience) and they taught us how to
overcome our fears. (T and H - 6W)

| felt like my stomach dropped in the giant swing. | liked that some things were scary - the leaders made sure you
still had fun. (Eand R - 6L)

| enjoyed bonding with my friends. The giant swing was good because we were both nervous but as soon as it
started, we were eager to do it again. (L - 6L)

To see more photos, please follow our X pages at
https://x.com/Windmill CE Sch
https://x.com/Y6_windmill _ce



https://x.com/Windmill_CE_Sch
https://x.com/Y6_windmill_ce

