& NEWSLETTER

This Week 6'" February 2026

Today we welcomed leaders from schools within Leeds Diocesan

Learning Trust and those that also work closely with them. We had Whole school attendance to date
visitors from schools are far away as North Yorkshire and Leeds. The Whole school attendance is
purpose of the visit was one of collaboration. We have had the currently 95.16%

opportunity to visit LDLT schools to learn from them and today it was
our turn to share one of our strengths which is oracy. The day started
with a workshop that included a speech from our Head Pupils and then
our visitors had the opportunity to watch how oracy is used in worship
and in classrooms. As part of worship Florence and Isla retold the story 1P 91.15% 1W 97.6%
of the unforgiving servant. They were amazing. We would like to share 2RT 96.21% 2TR 93.1%
some of the feedback that we had at the end of the morning: 3A 96.12% 3S 97.32%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RSR 97.78% RS 87.93%

‘I was really impressed by the impact oracy has had across school’ 4C 95.95% 4H 100%

‘An incredible visit. Your children across school were brilliant’. 5PW 97.08% 5S 94.3%
‘Great children. They are a credit to the school. Well done! The staff are 6L 96.43% 6W 97.32%
pretty good too!

‘A huge thank you... it has been wonderful. You must be proud of the staff and children’.

‘A great opportunity and many inspiring elements to take away’.

‘l was overawed by the confidence of your Y6 children. It is clear how oracy has built their confidence’.

‘The children and staff were great!”

‘What fabulous pupils you are teaching and supporting at Windmill. A huge thank you to all staff and pupils. The
visit was much appreciated’.

Diary Dates:
9th Feb 26 Chance to shine Cricket. Y6 Afterschool cricket (see separate letter)
10" Feb 26 Y5 — Young Voices (see separate letter)
13" Feb 26 INSET Day — School closed to pupils
16 - 20" Feb 26 Half Term
239 Feb 26 Y5, Dr Diane — Maya Workshop (rescheduled)
27" Feb 26 POW pre-loved uniform sale - 8.30am KS2 Building
37 Mar 26 West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals (see separate letter)
5t Mar 26 Y3 — Bagshaw Museum




The Start of the Day
A settled start to the school day sets the tone for the rest of the day. When the weather is really bad, we try to open
classrooms earlier than the set time but on most days this is our commitment to you:

EYFS/KS1

8.25: Gates are open and bagels are available for all pupils on the KS2 playground near the Windmill Lane entrance
(orin the Y6 building if the weather is bad)

8.35: Staff will be available on the playgrounds

8.40: Staff meet and greet children by saying good morning to them individually and will see them into the class

8.40 onwards: Children choose lunches, complete the travel tracker and have the register taken whilst doing morning
tasks designed to help recall learning.

KS2

8.25: Gates are open and bagels are available for all pupils on the KS2 playground near the Windmill Lane entrance
(or in the Y6 building if the weather is bad)

8.45: Staff will be available on the playgrounds

8.50: Staff meet and greet children by saying good morning to them individually and will see them into the class

8.50 onwards: Children choose lunches, complete the travel tracker and have the register taken whilst doing morning
tasks designed to help recall learning.

We start teaching and learning as soon as children enter the building through the use of independent tasks designed
to help children recall prior learning. These are often linked to basic skills in maths, writing and reading.

Our first lessons start promptly at 9am.

Itis vital that all children have a settled start to the day. This means arriving on time, being greeted by staff and
having time to complete morning tasks. This prepares them for the first lesson of the day. Lateness is lost learning
and minutes add up.

Year 4 have had a lovely week. We have been really focusing on our oracy skills in nearly every single lesson! In
guided reading we did a traverse where the children move down the line to discuss their answers to the questions,
we give them with different partners. In maths, the children worked in trios to discuss whether shapes were regular
polygons or irregular polygons - they worked so well with each other! We also had the chance to research the winter
Olympics on the chrome books where the children shared facts with each other and built up their knowledge.

Thank you for the lovely donations for the care homes - a selection of children took them on Tuesday afternoon and
the residents were extremely grateful. They loved chatting with the children and the children were even brave
enough to sing them a song. They represented Windmill extremely well!




Year 1 have had a fantastic week of learning and enthusiasm! In English, we have been focusing on using the word
‘and’ to join two ideas together in a sentence. The children worked hard to practise this skill and were proud of how
it improved their writing.

In Maths, we have been counting confidently up to 50 and exploring how numbers are made using base ten
equipment. The children showed great focus and enjoyment while building and explaining their numbers.

History was a real highlight this week as we welcomed visitors to listen to our oracy skills. The children truly excelled,
speaking clearly and confidently about their learning.

In DT, we have begun our sewing work. This has been a challenge, but the children have shown determination,
patience, and lots of effort as they learned this new skill. Well done, Year 1!

Well done 2TR and their families as we were able to present our special visitor from Northorpe Hall with £15 and
some beautiful bunting this week. Children raised the money by completing a sponsored active circuit. The money
will be spent buying paints or baking supplies for the children and young people that Northorpe Hall supports. The
children’s bunting flags are going to decorate a room called ‘Create’ where these activities and social times take
place. Helen Parker (Learning and Development Lead at Northorpe Hall Child and Family Trust) visited us to accept
our donations and talk to us all about Northorpe Hall. Children listened carefully and represented our school
brilliantly. We are very proud of our compassionate pupils.

\v g 1

This week in Year 2, the children continued the Throw, Prepare, Catch unit. They practised their throwing and

catching skills, focusing on accurate aiming, and safe, controlled catches. They enjoyed applying these skills in
partner tasks and small games.

In History, the class discussed key quotes from Skin Again by bell hooks, exploring ideas about identity and
understanding. We connected these themes to real historical figures, Nelson Mandela and Rosa Parks, who both
stood up for fairness and equality.

Skin Again

Ay
bell hooks
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Year 6 had a fantastic day last Friday designing and creating moving mechanisms as part of their DT learning.
Working in teams, the children designed a toy around a chosen theme, carefully measuring and sawing wood to build
a sturdy structure. They used glue guns to assemble their designs, strengthened the edges with triangular supports
and created detailed background/foreground scenes. The pupils then made 'cams' in a variety of shapes, which spun
on dowels to bring their characters to life by moving them up and down. Characters were attached to wooden
dowels and fed through holes in the structures to complete the mechanisms. Throughout the day, the children
worked brilliantly as teams, supporting one another at every stage of the process. We were incredibly impressed by
their creativity, teamwork and the finished creations!

Last Friday, Year 3 enjoyed a DT Day where the children worked in small groups to design and create an
Egyptian shaduf that could lift water. They showed excellent teamwork and resilience. It was wonderful to see their
designs working successfully.

Last week, the children in 3S also took part in an Act of Compassion by donating winter clothing. Thank you to all the
families and friends who supported this initiative. We were delighted to receive over 150 donations! Any remaining
items will be taken to a local charity next week.

In Science, we have been exploring magnets and investigating their strength. The children completed three
experiments and concluded that the size of a magnet does not always determine how strong it is. They showed great
curiosity and enthusiasm throughout their investigations.

Year 3 have been working very hard during PE lessons to create an Egyptian dance. We are inviting parents/ carers to
watch them perform. The children are very excited to share what they have learned and would love your support.
Both Year 3 classes will be performing on Thursday 12th February 2026 at 3:00pm.
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This week in Year 5, we have been focusing a lot on our History topic, The Ancient Maya. We have conducted our
own research about the Maya to help us write our own non-chronological reports. We also used some of our
learning to help us in our Oracy showcase morning today where we debated whether the Ancient Maya were the
greatest civilisation to have ever lived. Drawing on their previous learning throughout their years at Windmill, Year 5
were able to draw conclusions using their knowledge of the Romans, Greeks, and Egyptians. In Maths, they have
enjoyed learning all about multiplying fractions by mixed numbers. This took a lot of resilience and perseverance for
some, especially when having to convert from improper fractions to mixed numbers. We are excited Young Voices
next week and enjoyed our last song along before the big show!!

Here are some photos from our DT day! Well done on a fabulous week, Year 5. Enjoy your weekend. The Year 5 team
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We have had a WILD week in Reception. We have sailed to the jungle, been crowned Kings and Queens and had a
very wet and wild Rumpus to develop our Gross motor skills. The children have absolutely loved reading 'Where the
Wild Things Are' in Drawing Club, we would definitely recommend you read it at home and let your imagination run
free. Next week we are looking at seasons focusing on winter, it would be lovely to start some discussions at home
about this over the weekend.

Please ensure your children have spare clothes in their bags and please also keep sending us your celebration photos
for our learning after half term (see email sent this week). Have a lovely weekend.
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FUTURES Local Offer e Together

For local activities and local days out please click the link below:
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

NORTH KIRKLEES

SEND SUPPORT DAY 2026

FOR FAMILIES & YOUNG February Activities

PEOPLE UNDER 25 https://www.transpenninetrail.org.uk/childrens-page/tpt-activity-packs/

A free event for families and children

with special educational needs and WHAT’S ON

disabilities where you can chat with local .
support providers and see what's Support & advice for

available across North Kirklees. parents & carers

* Mount Pleasant IT Hall Interactive stalls

* February 17" — 10am - 3pm Facepainting

¥ Purlwell Ln, Batley, WF17 7NQ
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