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This Week 6" December 2024

Attention has naturally turned to Christmas with just 2 weeks left in
school. We lit the first candle on the advent wreath which is the
Hope candle. This candle reminds us that this time of year is filled

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently

with hope for the Christmas holiday and the year ahead but it also 96.41%

reminds us that this can be a difficult time of year for some of our This is below our target of 97%
families. Windmill is an extended family and if you need any advice Class attendance for this week
or support then Miss Fisher (often found in the morning on the RH 86.94%, RS 93.46%

front gate) is a good listener and is able to signpost you to a whole

range of services. 1P 95%, 1W 95.33%

0, 0,
In school we have had our Christmas Jumper Day, Santa Dash and 2C 97%, 2TP 39%

after school disco. These have all been good fun and | want to thank 3R 96.67%, 35 97.42%
the staff for organising and running these events. In the next 2
weeks attention will turn to Christingle in school, our church
service, Carols in the Playground and Reception Carol Concert. It's a 5G 97.59%, 5P 97.24%
busy time of year!

4D 95.67%, 4H 89.64%

6L 96.90%, 6W 95.67%
Today Year 2 visited the Leeds Industrial Museum. This is always a
fun trip and pupils find the strict Victorian classrooms an eye opener compared to today’s behaviour management
approaches built on calm consistent adult behaviour, praise, emotion coaching and restorative approaches. The
staff team work hard when planning trips and | want to thank the team and our volunteers for an amazing day.

We are currently rumvivg a timestable rockstar' battle
between the classes. The battle ends next Wednesday.
Children are enconraged +o play at home +o cowtribute +o

% thelr class scores.

X J

THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR A RECEPTION PLACE IS
15™ JANUARY 2025

Our Prospective Open Events for new starters in September 2025 are now open and
tickets can be booked via our website:
https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/

For activities in Kirklees -https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/



https://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/Parents/Prospective-Parent-Events/
https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Diary Dates:

16" & 17" Dec Reception Sing along (see separate letter)

17*" Dec Christingle (see details below)

17" Dec KS2 Christmas Dinner

18" Dec KS1 Christmas Dinner

20" Dec Christmas Service at Church (see separate letter)
20" Dec Last day of term

6" Jan 2025 First day back

a7
\"Can all children please bring in a large orange by
13th December to enable them to make a Christingle in school.

=POW Virtual Christmas

Please see below for the details of POW'’s Virtual Christmas.
Lots of exciting prizes to be won!

Year 6 have been looking at protected characteristics and worked hard to create freeze frames to show how
differences can cause conflict but also be a cause for celebration. Each of the groups were given a random protected
characteristic e.g. age, disability, gender etc. The children then thought of a scenario where it could cause conflict
which was then resolved in the final freeze frame. Afterwards, each group explained their freeze frames to the class
and why they had chosen their particular scenario. They used their oracy skills well to answer questions from the class
and present their ideas confidently. The rest of the class assessed their peers' performances and gave feedback to
each group. Well done Year 6!




Tsla B and Florence W raised £136 at their stall at the charch fair this
weekend and want to donate £100 +o Wugango Privmary School,

They both put in lots of +ime and effort preparing and were great
ambassadors for the school v the day.

There are wmore hats available +o buy from the office at £5 each. Lots of different
colours and various sizes.

Year 1 have had such a wonderful week of learning. In Maths, the children have started to look at numbers to twenty,
including how many tens and ones they have. Curious Quests introduced us to a Venus Fly Trap who turned out to be a
family Christmas tree! The writing the children are producing is fabulous. We are working so hard to remember full
stops, capital letters and writing our letters on the line. The children have also been looking at Batley in Geography
and how it used to look long ago. They have been learning about Fox’s Biscuits and looking at how our very own
Windmill has changed over the years.

This week in the Bungalow Christmas has come early. We have begun our celebrations with lots of creative
activities, including decorating our tree, designing our own Christmas jumpers and making our own
snowflakes to decorate the Bungalow. We have also been working on a surprise for all our parents! All to be
revealed next week.

This week has been a fantastic week for Reception as we have been exploring Winter in many different areas. Our
story this week has been Stick Man and we’ve been creating funny and interesting versions of the story in drawing
club. In our provision we had to free Stick man from the ice, the children used paintbrushes and tools to experiment
with melting. In our science lesson we discussed freezing and melting and noted what caused freezing and melting and
the different properties of the states.

In Maths, the children have consolidated our understanding of the part, part whole method of addition. The children
are familiar with the signs to accompany the STEM sentence and are able to use manipulatives to represent the
equation. Outside the children have used these math's skills to complete numicon equations and become familiar with
the composition of numbers to 5.

Our school disco was a fantastic occasion, and it was great to see the amazing dance moves on display. We hope the
children had an amazing time they really deserve it for all their hard work.

For our Christmas show we have offered speaking parts to all children and gave them the option to have a non-
speaking role if they’d prefer. Children without speaking roles in the performance will still be involved in our songs and
show. If your child has a speaking role they will be sent home this weekend with their line. Could you please practice
with them over the weekend to help them give their best performance!



This week in Year 3, the children have used their oracy skills to take on the role of the girl in our story '"How to Wash a
Woolly Mammoth' We were not only impressed with their answers but also the level of questions asked. They were
very enthusiastic and we had a lot of volunteers to sit on the 'Hot Seat'.

We had some fantastic jumpers, hats and accessories for our Santa Dash. It was very busy on the Windmill Walk with
Year 3 and 5G running together. One of our Year 3's was happy that they got to run with their brother.

Year 4 have had a busy week. We have continued to build our pavilions in DT - they are really coming together and are
quite impressive! The children will be taking these home with them on the last day of term. In Maths we have been
focusing on the tricky concept of understanding factors and factors pairs. We have been doing lots of practical work to
help the children. In Science we completed an experiment with a decibel metre to measure the sound of an alarm
clock over different distances. We completed the Santa Dash as a class and had lots of fun on our Christmas jumper
day! However, the highlight of the week was putting our decorations up in our classroom together!

Keep up the great work, Year 4!

We are so proud of Charlotte for competing for mini-team GB in gymnastics in lovely Gran Canaria
last week. We are pleased to announce that the team won 3rd, 1st and then 1st overalll What a
fantastic achievement! Charlotte will be bringing her trophy to show us at school when it is her
turn to have it for the week. What a brilliant accomplishment, Charlotte!



The discos were a huge success, with most children attending throughout school. Everyone had
a fantastic time, including our resident DJ! Thank you to POW and staff who supported the
disco to enable so many children to enjoy it.

Our theme this week in ARP is space. The children have made paper rockets; you can see the concentration on their
faces as they cut them out. We then decorated biscuits to look like planets; F took this to the next level and decorated
a biscuit to represent each planet, making sure he used the right colours and even put the different continents on the
Earth planet — we were amazed.

Year 2 are enjoying re-writing a story from a different character's perspective in English. We have been inspired by the
story 'Stardust’ which celebrates our individual qualities and explores how we can feel empathy and support others. In
maths we have continued our work on addition and subtraction and solved lots of different questions, allowing us to
compare number sentences and find missing numbers. We have also enjoyed making some Christmas artwork which
we will share in the school's Christmas church service. We can't wait for you to see them! Finally, it was amazing to see
everyone dressed up in their Christmas jumpers on Thursday.

In Science this week, Year 5 continued exploring our materials unit by carrying out a comparative test. We were
testing plates made from different materials to see which one would be most suitable for a picnic. We had plates
made from plates, ceramic, aluminium, plastic and tin. We tested the plates' weight, stain resistance and washability.
At the end we were able to recommend which plate would be the best one to take on a picnic. We have really enjoyed
reading our new class text, The Miracle on Ebenezer Street which is a Christmas narrative loosely based on the Dickens
classic, A Christmas carol. We used this book to help us create a snow globe which included our favourite festive
memory.







