& NEWSLETTER

2" February 2024
This Week

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
95.34%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RR92.33% RW 98%

In collective worship we have been thinking about
compassion and some big questions around whether
compassion is truly selfless and whether it is harder to
show compassion towards those who act unkindly or with
selfishness. We have been linking compassion to empathy
and the need to be able to use a whole range of clues to
work out how someone is feeling. We have also linked
compassion to forgiveness and have thought about which 2D 95.52%, 25 97.93%
might come first. You can see that collective worship covers 3R 95.86% 3SR 95%,
some huge life skills and challenging ideas and we love the
fact that pupils not only engage with these but that they
then go out and apply them. 5TW 95.83%, SW 97.50%
6G 100%, 60 94.67%

1H 93%, 1U 96%,

4B 96.33%, 4P 99.33%

In class we are beginning to implement oracy training that

we’ve had with Voice 21, the National Oracy Charity. Miss Towers and Mrs Wild are both fully trained
oracy champions having completed their training last week and we really want to increase the amount
of oracy taking place in classes. Oracy is about learning to talk confidently and also about learning
through classroom talk. You may start hearing children talking about talk tactics, discussions, listening
ladders, traversing, duos, goldfish bowls etc. These are all things that we are trialling and it is all new
language and ideas to us as well. More information about oracy can be found on the school website.

5t Feb POW meeting 4.30pm — 6pm. New members welcome
9t Feb INSET Day - School Closed for children

12— 16" Feb | Half term

19" Feb First day back

21t Feb Y5 Young Voices (see separate letter)

21t Feb TBC SATs drop in (separate letter to follow)

27™ Feb Y5 MAYA Workshop (see separate letter)

28" Feb Y3 Bagshaw Museum

4th — 7th Mar Book Fair (World book day 7t" March — details to follow)

Tesco Stronger Starts We are delighted that voting is open at your local Tesco for

funding our Windmill Wellbeing Garden. Vote for us with your blue token to
revamp our pond area with dipping platform, birdwatching & storytelling areas for

all our children to enjoy.




KS1 Children should be lined up on the playground ready to go inside at 8:40am. If the
classroom doors are closed children will need to be taken to the office to be registered.
There will be no access to the classroom once the doors have closed. If parents need to
speak to the class teacher and they haven't had chance on the playground before school
then they need to wait until the very end of the day when all the children have left.

Can we please ask parents/carers to refrain from knocking on doors/windows or peering
through the blinds as this unsettles the children in class. Thank you.

Our librarians are running a Design a Book Cover
Competition and would like as many pupils to get involved as
possible. Please see the poster below for details!

As always, we have been very busy in provision. We have been making amazing traffic light biscuits, mixing
ingredients to make our own salt dough (it was very sticky!) and exploring different vegetables.

Year 5. Playing the ancient sport of Pok ta Pok in PE has been great fun using different body parts to pass the ball -
did you know they were only allowed to use their elbows, knees and hips? This week, we used balloons to play Pok
ta Pok with which was fun and still challenging! Children are enjoying inventing their own rules and games. For our
year 5 act of compassion we have been paying extra attention to the natural world. Some children have made bird
feeders, brought in bird books or art work and all children have spent some time in our school bird hide.




Year 1 have had an exciting week. We are looking into the past during our History lessons. First, we looked at the
differences between the toys our grandparents had and what toys we have now. Then, we had an exciting lesson
where we were transported back in time to our great grandparents' classroom! We talked about how they had
wooden desks in rows and that they had to use chalk and a chalk board to write on. The children particularly loved
learning about how strict the teachers used to be and sometimes they sent children for time out by making them
sit facing a wall and wear a silly hat! We recreated the 'time out hat' and the children couldn't wait to have a turn
wearing one! In English we are creating 'lost toy' posters and the children have amazed us at how much they know
about the features of a non-chronological report!

Great work Year 1 - we will see you next week for our final week before half term!
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This week in the bungalow the children have enjoyed learning about the Three Billy Goats Gruff. We have role
played the story and made oaty goat shaped flapjack which we enjoyed while listening to the story.
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Year 3 have had a great week! In History, we incorporated our Geography skills to look at whereabouts Egypt was
in the world. They could tell us which continent Egypt is in, which countries surround it and which seas are close by.
Ask them at home if they can remember the answers. We also had the chance to share more homework projects -
they are all incredible! In English, we've just started writing our narrative based on Pixar's short film - For the Birds.
We spent time looking at different grammar features, like expanded noun phrases and prepositions, before they
begin their independent write. We can't wait to read the finished pieces!

We've noticed that a lot of children are not bringing their reading books and records in to school. Can we please ask
that your child comes with these two books every day so that we can record when they have read to an adult?
Thank you - Year 3 staff.




This week, Reception have continued to learn all about people who help us. We have had a vet’s surgery and a fire
station where children have role played some jobs they may like to do when they are adults. We have explored the
numbers 6, 7 and 8 in Maths, looking at the number bonds, 1 more and 1 less and how we write the numeral. In
Drawing Club we have had an exciting week drawing the Big Bad Wolf, an invention to make Grandma some food
and a disguise for the wolf to wear so he can get back into Granny’s house. The children are continuing to develop
their language and thinking of some really creative ideas. When thinking about our value ‘compassion” we thought
about the wildlife that comes into our school grounds and how we could help them in the cold weather. We made
our own bird feeders and hung them around to give the birds some extra food. During RE and Collective Worship
we have learnt about the story of Moses and how Jesus showed compassion to others when he fed the 5000 with
just 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish.

Next week it is Chinese New Year so that will be our topic focus. In Drawing Club we will be reading The Great Race
story and will learn all about the meaning behind the celebration.

Year 6 are continuing their work on WW2. This week, we were learning about countries that were bombed during
the Blitz and plotting these on maps. In our Science lessons, we are studying the topic, 'light', and we experimented
how light bends around corners, including how periscopes worked and their importance in the war! Their Lindyhop
dances are looking fabulous - here is a sneak peek of the dance in action! The children have done another round of
past SATs papers and we are so proud of their achievements - more information about these will be shared in
reports/parents' evening.

Next week, we will be completing our act of compassion in the local community: we are hoping to hide
teddies/books in the local area for people to find. If you have any old books/teddies that you do not want, please
send them our way so we can give these back to others!

Can we also ask that the uniform policy is adhered to: there are a few children coming in to school with trainers
on days when there is no PE and jumpers that are not school jumpers. If there is a reason that your child cannot
wear the correct uniform, please speak to a member of staff.

Thank you - The Year 6 Team.




Who can make the best book
cover?

Try make a famous book?

If that doesn’t work for you try
Make your own book cover!

If you win you have a goodie
Waiting for you!

There is a Key Stage 1 winner and a
Key Stage 2 winner!

The deadline is the 29th of
Februaryl

Good Luck!!




