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1%* December 2023
This Week Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
The library was re-opened after the flood from storm Ciara. With 95.95%
the help of some dedicated Year 6 pupils at lunchtimes, every This is below our target of 97%
book has been dried sorted and re-shelved. The children have e e e e e
made displays for the library and have designed and launched a RR 94% RW 95%

December reading challenge (see below). They have lived our

vision and done everything in love: 1H 94.83%, 1U 95.67%,

2D 97.24%, 25 97.24%

3R 92% 3SR 95.17%,

Can you read next to a ‘
Christmas tree?

4B 95.33%, 4P 98.62%

Try reading in
your christmas
jumper!

5TW 92.76%, SW 94.44%

6G 94.33%, 60 94.83%

Could you read in your
favourite PJ’s?

December is now with us and as we begin
thinking about advent attention turns to
Christmas celebrations. This year Reception
and Year 3 are delivering concerts and our
church service has been planned by collective
worship council to tell the nativity with
contributions in church from every class. We have the Santa Dash, a pantomime in school, Christmas Jumper Day
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‘ Or could you simply read to a loved one?

Please email your pictures to office@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk

and parties to look forward to. We need to improve attendance so need children here every day in December up
until we break up which this year is very close to Christmas Day.

Oracy

Oracy is about learning through talk and learning to talk effectively. Miss Wild and Miss Towers have had training
from Voice 21 and are sharing this with staff. They are our Oracy Champions. If children talk to you about Harkness
discussions or traversing it's because we are building some lessons around high quality talk in the classroom.
Having children engage in learning through oracy and having them develop into confident speakers who want their
voice to be heard is part of our school and curriculum vision. We therefore wanted this reflected in our vision for
oracy this year:

Oracy enables us to ‘do everything in love’.
e  Loving Ourselves: The confidence to communicate effectively so that we have a voice and flourish

e  Loving Others: Using oracy and communication to make a difference and to hear and influence others
e  Loving learning: Learning through talk and learning to talk developing a wide vocabulary



Snow The sprinkling of snow this week reminded us that the weather is unpredictable. In the event of severe
weather, we will notify you of school closure by the website and messaging system.

The decision to close depends on conditions on the school site and whether it is safe or possible to travel.
Sometimes a decision is easy to make and sometimes it is hard. If we ever have to close due to snow we do it based
on what is happening at the time. The situation is often changeable and it is a tough call.

Our Prospective Parents Open Visits (Reception children starting in September 2024)
are now available. To book a place go to:

Windmill C of E Primary Prospective Parent Visit

Apply for a primary school place — Deadline 15 January 2024
Children can start reception year at primary school from the September after their fourth
birthday, by law children don't have to start school until the beginning of the term after their
fifth birthday.

WWW.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions

Diary Dates:
5 Dec 8.30am & 3.25pm - Pre-loved Christmas Jumper sale/pre-loved winter wear. KS2 building
7 Dec Save the Children — Christmas Jumper Day (optional donation)
7 Dec POW Christmas Discos (see separate letter)
8 Dec Santa Dash (see below for details)
11 Dec Y3 Carols — Parents are invited to watch Year 3 sing carols in the Y3/4 Playground after

school (separate letter to follow)

12 Dec Y5 Trip to Tropical World (see separate letter)

19 Dec Christingle in school.

19 Dec KS2 Christmas Dinner (See menu below)

20 Dec KS1 Christmas Dinner (See menu below)

20 Dec Christmas Panto in school, kindly organised and paid for by POW
21 Dec Christmas Church Service TBC

22 Dec Last day in school

8 Jan First day back after Christmas Break

POW will be holding a pre-loved christmas jumper/pre-loved winter wear sale on 5™ Dec
at 8.30 and 3.25pm in the KS2 building.

LOST PROPERTY. Please see photos below for lost property we currently have at the office.



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--dewsbury/windmill-cofe-primary/?page=1&hash=b960fa3a6f0889e36acd0d4ab0ac976b
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--dewsbury/windmill-cofe-primary/?page=1&hash=b960fa3a6f0889e36acd0d4ab0ac976b
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/admissions

Parking. Again, we are seeing and getting reports of inconsiderate parking around the school vicinity.
This impacts local residents and can be quite dangerous for children and adults using the paths and trying
to cross roads safely. Please do not park on yellow lines, even for a short time. These are there to
protect your children. Thank you.

As part of our Windmill traditions of Christmas we are once again taking part in the National School Games Santa
Dash alongside hundreds of children across the UK. Staff and children
will enjoy some extra festive fun and fresh air whilst walking, skipping or
jogging around the Windmill Walk at some time during the day on Friday
8th December. Normal school uniform is expected but children may
bring festive headgear (headband, Christmas hat, antlers....) to enjoy
wearing on their 'dash' if they choose to. triday 8th December ===

#santasmiles  <#6G8antaDash

&

Reception. The change in weather has brought with it some amazing moments of awe and wonder in Reception
this week. We have all been wrapped up and explored all the wonderful things the cold has brought to our
grounds. We have found shapes in the ice, created an ice cafe and thought about ways to melt the ice to help
rescue some dinosaurs.

In maths, we have introduced the part, part, whole model. This helps children to begin to add two amounts
together and also find the parts of a number. For example, four and one equals five, three and two also equals five.
We will continue this next week looking at numbers 1-5.

In the last week of term, the children will be attending their first church service. As we walk to and from church we
are asking for some parent/carer helpers to walk with us and attend the service. Please visit the office if you wish to
support us.

Year 6 have been working extremely hard on their assessments this week. It has been wonderful to see so much
resilience from the children and we are thrilled with their progress so far.

In our learning this week, we have started our Lake District case studies in Geography and have continued our
netball skills in PE. We have progressed to introducing the skills we have been practising into games. There are
some budding netball players in Year 6! We are very much looking forward to doing more cooking in DT so watch
out for some pictures of our delicious meals in next week's newsletter.



Year 2 have had an enjoyable week where we continued to experience how life was for children in the Victorian
era. This week we experienced some Victorian lesson such as drill- where we marched and did some Victorian
exercises, nature drawing and Victorian handwriting. We concluded lessons at school are much better today as
they are more appealing and teachers 'don't use the cane'! Writing and drawing with chalk was difficult and we are
grateful for pencils. We have continued to write a biography about Grace Darling in our English lessons while
having a go at role-playing some scenes. Year 2 are also doing an excellent job in PE workings in teams and pairs to
do our carousel activities for our theme this term: Agility, Coordination and Balance. We are getting confident at
setting ourselves challenges for

Provision children are really enjoying going out to play on the Key Stage 1 playground with the other children.
They like to explore the equipment and sometimes enjoy the opportunity for an extra snack time — MH is enjoying
a satsuma in this photo!

In year 5 geography we are becoming 'experts' in endangered rainforest animals. Children are carrying out research
on their chosen animal's biome, habitat, diet, life cycle and habits and in order to create a page for a class book. We
have been learning all sorts of fascinating facts which have been fun to share with each other, some exciting ways
we can help support these animals and the rainforest and even practising drawing them. Children have shown
passion and enthusiasm for their learning. This has also helped us recently write a prayer about our wonderful
world and how to care for it.

In PE we are becoming super gymnasts. Our control, flexibility and creativity are developing every week as we
introduce different gymnastic equipment and keep watching Olympic gymnasts for inspiration!

Year 4. In French, children had a great time being I'artiste (artist) and |'assistant to create artwork in the style of
Matisse using various shapes and colours. L'artiste had to ask their I'assistant to collect certain shapes in French.

Children continue to persevere in DT showing the ability to put the thread through the needle and some children
have moved on to creating an applique (pieces of fabric are sewn together).

Staff are really proud of children's attitude towards assessments this week. Some of year three have enjoyed
completed the assessments and all of them tried really hard to complete all questions.
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Traditional Roast Turkey
Served with:
Cranberry Sauce, Apple Sauce,
Sage and Onion Seasoning
Chipolata Sausage and Gravy
or
Festive Vegetable and
Cheddar Cheese Parcel
all above served with:

Oven Roast and Creamed Potatoes,
Honey Roast Parsnips, Glazed Carrots,
Garden Peas and Brussel Sprouts
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A Selection of Hot and Cold
Festive Desserts

Route. 62 ‘Blkers

“Bﬂng $anta to Bobe
$at 16th December 3pm—7pm

Come on down and join us....

“ ' Roberttown Community Centre
?oad, Roberttown, Liversedge WF15

~ - Burger Van

e
’& Ice Cream Van with a difference

The Dutch Pancake Co.

ember CASH ONLY....




LOST PROPERTY

Daar Dog Mui
Thanks for the el dog mim




