NEWSLETTER

This Week

Thank you to those parents that attended parents evening this
week to discuss your child’s mid-year report. | know from
teachers that these meetings were well received and that the
timing was helpful so that we can focus the second part of the
school year on working together to achieve what your child most
needs. If you did not make an appointment we would still ask
that you do this by speaking to your child’s class teacher directly.

In school we have continued to develop Oracy and have
introduced listening ladders in classes to support active listening
during paired and group discussions. We are encouraging the
following active listening skills when pupils are involved in paired
or group discussions:

Listening Ladder

The Listening Ladder sets out the various listening skilis and orders them In terms of complexity.

It can be used to support students to refleot on thelr disoussion and to set targets for which rung
they want to reach.

Summarising the
speaker’s ideas

Asking questions
that dig deeper

Asking questions to
clarify understanding

Reacting and
refocusing

Offering nods or short
words of encouragement

Looking at the speaker

Being calm and still

Giving 100% of their focus
to the person speaking

1%t March 2024

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
95.27%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RR97% RW 96.33%

1H 84.67%, 1U 94.67%,
2D 91.38%, 2S 95.86%
3R 97.33% 3P 98.62%,
4B 93.67%, 4P 96
5TW 97.24%, SW 97.14%
6G 98.67%, 60 98.28%

This week Year 3 visited the Bagshaw Museum. They have been learning about Ancient Egypt and Bagshaw offers
them a chance to undertake workshops related to this topic. It is great that this is a museum on our doorstep and
that we can walk to it and it was also great to hear from Year 3 about how much they learnt and enjoyed it.



Attendance

You will have seen in the news that the Government have been highlighting the importance of attendance
this week. The news focussed on the increase cost of holiday fines which rise to £80 per pupil per adult.
This means that a family of 4 will have to pay £320 in holiday fines.

This is this tip of the iceberg and new legislation will come into effect next year in order to improve
attendance.

As part of the strategy we are publishing our approach to attendance:

What YOU must do:

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence.

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters.

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they often
perk up on arrival.

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend.

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first step so
we can help!

What WE will do:

Check your child’s attendance every day.

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you.

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned.

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit.

Diary Dates:

5t Mar POW pre-loved costume sale, KS2 building. 8.30am — 9am and 3.30 — 3.45pm

15t — 7t Mar Book Fair, KS1 hall, 3.30 — 4pm

8™ Mar POW pre-loved uniform sale, KS2 building. 8.30am onwards
14t Mar POW discos, KS1 & KS2 Halls
20™ Mar Easter Service (letter to follow)

Year 6 Leavers Hoodies. Please see the email that was sent this week regarding Year 6 Leavers
Hoodies. Can Y6 parents/carers please complete the eform contained therein. Thank you.

Don’t forget to add your tokens for Tesco Stronger Starts.

Tesco Stronger Starts We are delighted that voting is open at your local Tesco for funding our
Windmill Wellbeing Garden. Vote for us with your blue token to revamp our pond area with

dipping platform, birdwatching & storytelling areas for all our children to enjoy.



Year 3 went to Bagshaw Museum on Wednesday to explore their Ancient Egyptian artefacts and exhibition.
They loved using tools, when being archaeologists to discover different Ancient Egyptian artefacts, hidden in the
sand. They visited the museums Kingdom of Osiris exhibition and searched around for different objects to
identify the pictures from their booklets. They also created their own cartouche by writing their name in
hieroglyphs on papyrus paper. But the best part was helping the museum volunteers mummify a body (a
dummy!) and wrapping a child from each class as our own mummy! The day was brilliant and your children
made us proud with their knowledge, enthusiasm and respect.

Year 6 have had a fantastic week of learning! It began with a history lesson dedicated to the exploration of gas
masks. We put our research skills to use to find out when/why they were introduced in Britain during World
War 2. We designed posters, similar to those displayed at the time, to encourage people to carry them at all
times and also used pencils and charcoal to create observational drawings. During our music lessons based on
Disco Fever, we enjoyed listening to an up-beat track then learning to play a short accompaniment on the
glockenspiels. In Guided Reading, we have started exploring a new text entitled 'Once'. We collaborated in

groups to carry out a speaking and listening activity in which we discussed and agreed on the answers to a range
of inference questions.

Bungalow. Lots of dinosaurs visited the bungalow this week. We even had some eggs to help hatch! We enjoyed
finding out facts about different dinosaurs and using Lego and building blocks to build our own dinos.




Year 5. In PE we have been using our leadership skills and creating different games. We started off being
inspired by the ancient game of Pok ta Pok and have now developed our own interpretations and other ways to
play and stay active in the playground. This will help us in team games in the future and also at playtimes.

In history, we were lucky enough to meet Dr Diane this week. She is the UK's only Maya expert archaeologist
and shared with us fascinating photos, videos and stories of her time studying the Maya. We then had a class
museum where we could touch and look at artefacts and make historical interpretations of each object.
Children then made a Maya calendar and learned to tell the date in Maya!

| thought the time that we had with Dr Diane was golden and amazing. | learnt so much about her and the
Maya. It is easily one of the best times | have ever had. - A

I enjoyed it because Dr Diane - the only Maya archaeologist in the UK - inspired me to become a Maya
archaeologist. I learnt many things from her. =Y

It was really interesting! We learned lots of new facts about the Maya and there were lots of exciting artefacts to
look at. - |

It was amazing to meet the only Maya expert in the UK! It was great because we got to look at and feel things
from an extremely long time ago. - M

This week in Reception we have imagined what it would be like if dinosaurs roamed the earth! Mrs Scott even
pretended to feed one in our playground. The children have really enjoyed this topic and have loved making
their own fossils and creating large scale dinosaur skeletons out of the tubes and willow cuttings. Next Tuesday
we will be having a very special delivery of some eggs. To encourage the children to use their prediction skills,
we are not going to tell the children what is inside the eggs until they begin to hatch. At home we would love for
you to talk to your children about what could be inside the egg, what might hatch out and how long they think it
will take for them to hatch. We would love to hear what your children think. They can draw a picture and write
about it or you could record your child talking and add it to tapestry so we can share ideas as a class.




This week, year 4 have done some super work learning about the Ancient Greek myth of King Midas and
collecting ideas for their own retellings. In maths, we have been calculating the perimeter of different rectilinear
shapes and using what we know to work out the length of missing sides.

In DT this half term, we are going to be using circuits to make our own torches. For this, we need plastic bottles.
If you have any used smaller plastic bottles at home, can you please send them in with your child over the next
few weeks, thanks!

Year 2 have had a busy week learning how to divide by two this week in Maths. In English we have been writing
a poem about the things we would change 'lf we were in Charge of School'.

We have completed our Ferris Wheel models in DT and have started our new topic of 'Win, Duel and Lose' in PE
where year 2 have been learning to work as a team.

o POW will be holding a pre-loved costume sale on 5™ March (if you
have any costumes/onesies that your children no longer use, POW
would be very grateful for any donations. These can be brought
into the office).

o A pre-loved uniform sale on 8™ March.

« They are also hosting KS1 & KS2 Discos on 14™ March and running an
Easter Raffle - see the poster below for the fabulous prizes. A huge
thank you to all POW members for all the events you do for school.
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