NEWSLETTER

3 February 2023

Whole school attendance to date
This Week Whole school attendance is currently
95.18%

o lue this half t in collecti hip has b
ur value this half term in collective worship has been This is below our target of 97%

compassion. This week Y1 have been litter picking around

school helping Mr Hallas, our caretaker, to keep the grounds Class attendance for this week
looking good. Year 6 have also been out in the local RS 96.55%, RW 96%
community posting messages of positivity to local residents. 1GU 91.67%, 1RR 94.48%,
These have been well received and have spread joy. Thank

you to Year 1 and Year 6 for being inspirational. 2AW 94.67%, 2RS 94.33%
The strikes on Wednesday had an impact in school but we 3AW 97%, 3CJ 98%

were able to remain fully open. The decision to strike or not 4CP 94.40%, 4SR 95.52%
was something every teacher will have wrestled with.

School staff would like to thank you for the support we have 5LP 93.33%, STW 95.81%
had this week. There are three further days of industrial 6CG 95.36%, 6EP 97.86%

action scheduled on 28" February, 15" March and

16 March. At this time, it is too early to predict the impact on school and we would advise that you
consider contingency plans for these dates in case we have to partially close. Whilst we would hope to
stay fully open this cannot be guaranteed.

Next week is Children’s Mental Health week. We have started things off in school this week with work
in Year 5 on internet safety and cyber bullying and a workshop delivered by the Kirklees Mental Health
Support Team on the importance of talk.

Training Day

Please be aware that Friday 10" February is a training day and school is closed to all pupils.

Parents’ Evening

Reception & Years 1,2,3,4 & 6
Tuesday 28" & Wednesday 29" March 2023

Class 5LP Wednesday 1% March & Wednesday 8" March 2023
Class 5TW Wednesday 29" & Thursday 30" March 2023

Please follow this link https://windmillcofeprimary.schoolcloud.co.uk/ to book an appointment or if
you have any difficulties booking an appointment, please call the office.
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"The human drive to protect nature starts with noticing it and caring about it. Year 5 have been
thinking about the planet and human impact upon it ever since their Geography Rainforest work
before Christmas. This half term we have loved thinking of small ways we can all help such as
recycling, re-using, walking, buying seasonal and local foods and so on. As part of our school theme of
compassion we have made bird feeders, created a bird display in our classrooms, started to read and
learn about birds in our area and this week we spent some wonderful, peaceful time outdoors
birdwatching. We visited the school bird hide and spent time on the grass and by the trees. We have
submitted our results to the RSPB Big School's Birdwatch and become part of a citizen science project
running since the 1970's. Our results will help the RSPB to continue to monitor the impact of human
activity upon British birdlife. Well done everyone!

Year 4. As part of our Act of Compassion, we are going to make positive posters to display around
school. We would like to ask if there are any local businesses that would like one to display in their
window or place of work?

T
P

Year 3. Hold up your book if you feel proud of your work. The children have produced some fantastic
pieces of writing based on the book 'The Wolves in the Walls'
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Our focus in collective worship this term has been compassion, so year 1 decided that their
act of compassion would be to litter pick around the school grounds. The children thought
this would be a great act of kindness, not only for Mr Hallas our caretaker but for the other
children in school and the wildlife. The children thoroughly enjoyed the litter pick and they
found some interesting items, including a bag of cement, 5 Frisbees, a pair of sunglasses and
an elephant! 1RR wrote an email to Mr Hallas who was extremely pleased of the children's
help.

Do you have any of the following items you could donate for future art projects:
Year 1: cereal boxes, amazon cardboard envelopes, cardboard tubes

Year 3: 1 litre plastic bottles

Egg boxes

Bottle tops

We are thrilled with the amazing response that we have had to our
Free Bagel Breakfast. It would help us greatly if children could line up
for bagels at their own key stage. This will help with queuing and
ensure that children collect their bagel before the start of school. Just
a reminder that children should have collected a bagel and be ready
to go into their classrooms by 8.40am in KS1 and 8.50am in KS2.
Thank you

Once again, we are running the WOW Walk to School Design a
Badge competition. The theme this year is 'The British Nature
Walk'. Children can collect an entry form from their WOW
ambassadors and drop it into the office before Friday 24" Feb.

dqe design competition 2023
I%il'IE!mBIllTliill NATURE WALK

TTRockstars. Can we please ask you to check that your child is using the latest version of TTRockstars.
An update may be required.

Batley Food Bank

Our school is still a collection point for the Batley Food Bank. We have a collection box in the school
office that you can use to donate tinned or dry goods. Batley Food Bank is a registered Charity (number
1157520.) They collect food from the public and redistribute it to families in need, providing
enough food for the whole family for three meals a day for one week. They provide food bank access to
anyone in need from Batley and the surrounding areas. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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9 Feb Y5 Young Voices, Sheffield Arena

10 Feb Inset Day — school closed to children

13-17 Feb Half term

27 Feb — 3 | The book fair will take place in school between 27" Feb - Friday

Mar 374 March 3.30 - 4.30pm. We will be taking cash and card payments for
purchases, for further info click the link below:
Book Fair

2 Mar World Book Day — (see separate letter)
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