NEWSLETTER

8th September 2023
Welcome Back Whole school attendance to date
. . . Whole school attendance is currently
Itis typical that we get the hottest day of the year when children 98.16%
. (]

return to school! The sunshine has made the return more
pleasant and it is great to be able to use the school grounds to
their fullest this week. Playtimes and lunchtimes have been calm
with children playing games or sitting in this shade. It is lovely to

This is above our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
1H 96.55%, 1H 98.89%,

be back together. 2D 100%, 2S 100%
We welcomed Mrs Humphryson and Miss Dandekar to the 3R 98.89% 3SR 94.44%,
teaching team this week. They have settled quickly and are loving 4B 100%, 40 99.78%

teaching at Windmill.
5TW 98.85%, 5W 99.38%

This year we have used our 2 training days for Safeguarding
training and training with the educational psychology service on
‘emotion coaching’. Emotion coaching is about making every
interaction with a child an intervention and an opportunity to
provide wellbeing support at the point of need. Staff at Windmill have wonderful relationships with pupils and
our families and we know that positive interaction and loving relationships are at the heart of what makes our
school so special.

6G 95.56%, 60 97.78%

In collective worship we have been looking at the inspiration endeavours of the lionesses this summer and how
we can learn from them and ‘do everything in love’ at school. This is what the children told us that they would
be doing if they are doing things in love:
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Afterschool Wraparound Care
We still have places available for our Afterschool Wraparound Care. Please
contact the office.

PE Days

Children should come to school in their PE kits on their PE days:

plain white t-shirt, plain black shorts or plain black leggings or plain black joggers and
their school jumpers/cardigans.

Year 1 Mon & Wed

Year 2 Thurs & Fri

Year 3 Mon & Tues

Year 4 Wed & Fri

Year 5 Mon & Thurs swimming
Year 6 Mon & Tues

Prescribed medicines

Can you please ensure that any prescribed medicines that your child needs in school are brought in
ASAP. If your child’s records are marked as having asthma and needing an inhaler we need a spare for
school ASAP. If your child no longer uses an inhaler can you please inform school so that we can
update our records accordingly.

Resourced Provision: We are very proud of how well everyone has settled into provision this week. It
has been lovely to welcome our new starters and they have embraced the structure and routine of
provision. We had our first swimming session this week which everybody loved, even the staff! We
are looking forward to getting out and about even more, including a trip to Stompers today.

Reception: We have loved welcoming our new classes into reception this week. Everyone has settled
in to our school routines well showing independence finding their names, pegs and carpet spaces. We
have all enjoyed creating Owl Babies drawings and listening to the Owl Babies story as a class. There
has been lots of excitement when exploring our outdoor area including the field and dens! We have
already started to prepare children for their longer sessions next week, exploring all the areas in our
classroom and visiting the hall to see where we will have lunch on Friday. We will continue to model
how to use each area of our classroom next week to build children's independence. As discussed at
home visits we will not begin P.E sessions until after October half term. A gentle reminder to ensure
your child's school belongings are labelled (including shoes).

Well done everyone for a wonderful first week. We are all very proud of you and already looking
forward to next week!

Year 4 have settled well into their new classes and are already enjoying their geography topic on cities.
The children painted buildings to represent themselves which will form part of the Year 4 city in the
cloakroom. Yesterday we started our new class text Varjak Paw and we can't wait to find out what
happens in it!



Year 5: The children have all settled into Year 5 brilliantly and we have enjoyed a wonderful first few
days back in school. We have already begun to explore our rainforest topic and our classrooms are
already being filled with some amazing pieces of work. On Thursday, we took part in our first
swimming lesson. The pool staff were so impressed and commented that the children had been some
of the most confident and enthusiastic swimmers they had seen this week. We are very proud of you
Year 5!

Can we please remind families that children will require their full swimming kit on a Thursday. This
includes a one-piece swimming costume for girls and lycra trunks/ shorts for boys, a swimming cap and
a towel.

Our new year 1 children have had a busy 3 days exploring their new learning environment and getting
used to their new routine. All the children have done extremely well at adapting to their new routine
and following the Windmill way. Next week PE will be on a Monday and Wednesday please could
children come to school in their PE kit on these days.

What a great start to Year 3!
The children were excited to see their friends and share what they have been doing over the Summer.
They quickly settled into school routines and remember to follow the Windmill Way.

We are looking forward to all the new learning with them this year and have had some fantastic Stone
Age homework already.

We are impressed with the children who gave speeches to be nominated for councils and look forward
to sharing the results next week.

Year 2 have settled in very well, we have had a fun week completing lots of activities and learning about all of
our Autumn Topics. We look forward to our first full week back next week.

We are really proud of one of pupils who has been volunteering at Batley Butterfly House over the
summer. “I show people bugs like scorpions, insects and more. | go in over the holidays. | love helping

out”. Well done Cole!

Uniform
Can we ask all parents to check their child’s uniform, we have reports of named items already missing?

Diary Dates

12 September 3.30 — 4pm Drop in sessions — Meet the teachers

15 September New reception starters stay for lunch

29 September MacMiillan Coffee Morning (see separate letter)







