Friday, 4" November 2022
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Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently

This Week 96.47%

In collective worship we have been thinking about the This is below our target of 97%
courage to be ourselves. We have talked about how Class attendance for this week
Christians believe that God is with them and how this RS 92.96%, RW 77%

has helped them to stay strong, believe in themselves
and make a difference. We linked this to All Saints Day
on Tuesday and Joshua 1:9: 2AW 95.67%, 2RS 93.67%

1GU 98.67%, 1RR 98.57%,

3AW 96.67%, 3CJ) 92.76%
Be strong and courageous.

Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 4CP 99.23%, 4SR 96.21%
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go 5LP 96.67%, 5TW 95.48%
We have also been inspired by the England Women's rugby 6CG 94.83%, 6EP 95%
league team and have been thinking about body image and

the importance of being who we are. They are incredibly powerful role models.

Today we have had our Rock Kidz Day linked to Anti-bullying. What an incredible experience that was!

Attendance
Good attendance is vital if children are to develop into resilient, confident, healthy and happy pupils. It
supports social and academic development and is vital for a child's development.

This year we have set a target of 97% for our whole school attendance. We also need to reduce the
number of pupils who become 'persistent absentees'. This is set at attendance less than 90% and this
can be very damaging.

The children know that Mr Foulke will dress up in fancy dress chosen by School Council at the end of
the year if the 97% target is achieved. Each week we have a raffle for children who have been at
school all week and some great new attendance badges to collect. We also have our attendance
Minion mascots that live in the classes with the best attendance each week.

We are tracking attendance closely but know that we need your help. Today we have sent out your
child's attendance and late report for half term 1. We will do this each half term so that you can also
keep track of your child's attendance. Pupils who fall below 90% are likely to have attendance
meetings and if you are invited to one of these, we want you to attend. Sometimes it can take
collaboration and support from school to get that attendance back up.

Please remember that children are happy at Windmill. They have incredibly dedicated staff and friends
who care about them. Our curriculum is engaging and the events and trips we offer build lifelong
memories. Every child needs to have equal opportunities and good attendance will ensure that your
child gets the most out of this amazing school.
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Year 5 We have had a great first week back. In Geography we used atlases to find the
rainforests of the world and had a go at sketching these areas on to our own maps. In PE we
started a new gymnastics unit and everyone tried really hard to control their movements
when performing different roles. In Art we worked with Mrs Smithson to finish our stages, we
wrote a script and performed an act with the puppets we created.

This week in Resourced Provision, we have been exploring different Autumn things. We have enjoyed
exploring different pumpkins and were really fascinated when we cut them open. Some of the children
enjoyed exploring the taste of them too!

This month, children at Windmill have made more active journeys to school than ever before!
Thank you for supporting your children by walking, wheeling, and park and striding to school.
To qualify as a park and stride journey, you must park at least 5 minutes away and walk the
rest of the way to school.

Windmill is currently 9t out of 18 schools in Kirklees for active travel. Let's aim to move up
the leader board this November.

The top three classes in October were:
6EP, 2AW, 5LP
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Reception have had another wonderful week. Our focus has been on the “Whatever Next’ book and
the children have been using their imaginations to take themselves on a trip to the moon with Baby
Bear. In English, we have started our ‘Big Writes’ where we walk through the story together then draw
and write about our favourite part of the story. Towards the end of the week, we completed a story
map. We are really impressed with how the children are re-enacting the story and using their phonics
to label the pictures they have drawn.

PE was a huge hit! The children loved going into the hall and learning about how exercise can help us
stay fit and healthy. A reminder for PE — Every Tuesday your child should come to school in their PE
kit. They will stay in it all day and do not need to bring a uniform to change into.

Next week we are continuing our focus on space. We will be creating papier maché planets and box
modelling to make our own rockets. If you have any spare boxes/bottles etc that would normally go in
your recycling, we would really appreciate them for our Creative Area.

Please remember to log on to your tapestry account. If you need another activation link sending,
please ask a member of staff.

Year 4 This week in year 4, we have been busy experimenting! In DT, we started thinking about
structures and had a go at investigating the most stable shapes we can use to build these structures. In
Science, we learnt about what air is, what it's made up of and we had a go at some experiments,
testing it's mass and using water to understand air's role in creating bubbles.

We have also had a go at writing a non-chronological report in English about some of the interesting
buildings we've looked at in one of our class books.

Jun .

4CP did a brilliant job with their Collective Worship on Wednesday. So many wanted to be involved
and | was so proud with how great they were up at the front, in front of so many people! The reading
and storytelling was beautiful and they should all be very proud!
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Cross Country. We had 2 teams, Y3 boys and Y6 girls and two individual runners, a year 3 girl
and Y4 boy take part in the Cross-Country Finals. They all did fantastic and we are so proud of
them, well done to you all. Huge thanks to North Kirklees School Sport Partnership and Your
School Games for an fabulous event.

e

. , =1 o oy
1“7*‘*# NNy,
’s.»/ S

This week Year 3 have been learning to use column addition to add two-digit numbers and three-digit
numbers to a three-digit number. In English, we have been creating sentences to write a narrative
base on the story of Ug. Our sentences have included speech, synonyms for said, similes and
conjunctions. We have created a paragraph of writing to tell the first part of the story, explaining on
the action and conversation between the characters. In D&T we ended our 'Eating Seasonally' unit by
making and tasting vegetable tarts. Many children were not keen to try the tart ahead of making it but
the majority of children said they enjoyed it and thought it was similar to pizza. We used the seasonal
vegetables carrots, parsnip and beetroot in our design.

Reminder: Please can homework books be returned to school before or by Thursday's each week so
we can mark together in class. Thank you.
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Rock Kidz/TTRockstars Day
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