NEWSLETTER

This Week

Children have been watching with great excitement the installation
of the new outdoor gym equipment next to the KS2 playground.
This has been funded by the Sports Premium we receive and is
intended to enhance both PE lessons and playtime fitness. The
equipment will be ready to use by classes after half term once the
cement has fully set. We want to thank Mrs Turnbull, Mrs This is below our target of 97%
Thompson and Mr Hallas for their work in bringing this project to Class attendance for this week

life. RH 95.29%, RS 97.36 3%
1P 85.00%, 1W 92.67%
2C 96.00, 2TP 88.00%
3R 88.00%, 3S 95.81%
4D 97.33%, 4H 89.67%
5G 96.67%, 5P 91.72%
6L 88.33%, 6W 93.00%

23 May 2025

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
96.19%

In school we also have use of gym equipment provided by the
Sports Partnership this term We use a small percentage of our
Sports Premium to buy into the partnership which allows us to
participate in events, receive specialist teaching and also loan
equipment like the gym equipment and dance mats. The children
love the indoor bikes in particular!

We were also able to enter a Year 6 team into a cricket competition
this week. They benefitted from beautiful weather for cricket and
came together as a team to come 5th overall in the tournament
which was a great achievement. Well done Year 6.

50 Things to do.org -

50 things to do.org is a Bradford based

organisation focussed on promoting playful D g

experiences. Their campaign —r—

#LessScreenTimeMorePlayTime highlights the 75% 1in5 5205

detrimental effect on the development of young I 1 o ke e cnposes 2 e ki v oo R

children. t0 screens daily. smartphone. hours a week
What's the Problem? [

Research is reporting that physical activity levels
for children are lower than recommended, and
many are not getting the minimum amount of

Speech and Language UK report there are now
1.9 million children with speech and language
Communication challenges in the UK, an increase of 27% in the
past 2 years.

exercise needed for healthy growth.

Research indicates that toddlers exposed to

screens during meals are more likely to develop
habits of eating in front of screens, which is
associated with higher consumption of ultra-

processed foods

Research shows that using screens too much,
especially before bed, can make it harder to
sleep. This is because the blue light from
screens and the mental stimulation can

interfere with falling asleep.

Excessive screen usage can impair emotional
comprehension, promote aggressive behaviour,

and hinder social and emotional competence.

Spending too much time looking at screens is
causing more children to become nearsighted.
In 1990, about 1 in 4 children were nearsighted,
but by 2023 that number had grown to over 1in

3 - and it's expected to keep rising.



Diary Dates:

26" — 30" May 2025

Half Term (26 May Bank holiday)

2" 4t June 2025

Y6 Robinwood Residential

11t June 2025

Y3 Trip to Magna (see separate letter)

13" June 2025

Rec Trip Piglets Adventure Farm (see separate letter)

18" June 2025

Y4 Murton Park (See separate letter)

19" June 2025

Sports Day

26" June 2025

Y1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (see separate letter)

15% July 2025

Y6 Production afternoon (details to follow)

16™ July 2025

Y6 Production Evening (details to follow)

17 July 2025

Y6 Leavers Church Service (details to follow)

17 July 2025

Y6 Leavers Disco (Details to follow)

21 July 2025

INSET Day — School closed to pupils

22" July 2025

INSET DAY — School closed to pupils

You may have seen that we have some new gym equipment near the year 5 area and we are
delighted that the children will be able to use this during school time with their class PE times.

Please note that ALL the outdoor equipment is strictly out of bounds for use before and after

school.

For information on activities in the local area please see the BBest

B B EST noticeboard: https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Batley & Birstall Excellence in Schools Together

On Tuesday we took part in a Local Schools All Day Cricket Competition. Our year 6 cricket feam
did really well, coming an overall 5th place. We are very proud of their efforts and for
representing our school. Our children worked hard and improved as the day went on - losing the
first match by 13 runs but losing the second match by only 4 runs! We then won our final three
matches by sizeable margins - brilliant! In the afternoon we were in the knockout round for
places 5th-8th and came in top at 5th place. We are very proud. Thank you to all the adults in

school who helped to organise and support this event.
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https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

It's been another busy week in Provision; we have continued with our ‘growing’ theme by looking at some food
we eat which has come from plants. The children felt, smelled and some tasted grapes, raspberries,
strawberries and melon. We also planted beans looked at the carrots we planted earlier this half term to see
how much they have grown. We’ve had D’s birthday this week; he brought in a cake and party bags to give to
his friends. We hope you enjoyed your birthday celebrations D, thank you for the treats.

It's been a busy week in Year 3. In English, the children worked together to find facts from different articles
about an earthquake in Turkey which they are going to write a newspaper report about.

In Maths, we are continuing to work on time. They took it in turns to match the clock with the written time.
In DT, we finished our electrical posters. The children were delighted when their bulb lit up!

We have had a fabulous half term in Year 5 and cannot believe it is the holidays already. Time really does fly
when you’re having fun!

We have loved our learning this half term; the children have had a chance to be really creative in a lot of their
subjects which has been nice to see.

This week, we have finished our DT unit and completed our bridges. Next half term, we will be making our
stuffed toys so any extra fabric you can spare would be greatly appreciated. In Maths, we have started our new
learning all about statistics. The children have had a go at drawing their own line graphs which they really
persevered with. The children have really enjoyed our English this week and have been involved in drama whilst
watching the short animation, ‘Broken’. They used their drama skills to help them write their own speech for the
animation and imagined what the characters might be saying and doing to advance the action in the film.

Thank you for a wonderful half term, Year 5. Have a lovely break and we will see you in June! The Year 5 team!

We've had another brilliant week in Year 4. Children have done lots of work on their Oracy skills in Guided
Reading comparing the lives of the Roman slaves lliona and Joseph and in our RE learning about the Pentecost
and its importance today. Pupils enjoyed drawing their own Roman Forts in our History learning and also
learning about the lives of Roman soldier to add to their vocabulary list for their poetry topic in English. Year 4
teachers have been impressed with children's creativity in DT designing their cars' body. We look forward to
assembling them after the half-term. Have a wonderful break and well done for all your hard work!



This week the children In Reception put on a plant sale for a member of RH class. They raised £240 by passing on
plants they helped, plant, water and pot. Arthur, Grayson and Winnie were wonderful in helping set up and collect
money for the

https://www.c-r-y.org.uk/ruby-lockwood/ fundraiser.

A huge thank you for all those who supported a great cause and have
donated, we hope your plants are thriving in their new homes.

Anyone else who wishes to donate can follow the QR provided it would
be greatly appreciated and would be supporting a fantastic cause. L reuplemeasanduder
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6W have had Huddersfield Town join them for PE sessions every week this half term. The theme has been
‘'The Joy of Movement'. Year 6 have loved the games, teamwork and fun that has been part of these

sessions. 6L are looking forward to taking part next half term @



https://www.c-r-y.org.uk/ruby-lockwood/

