NEWSLETTER

20 January 2023

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently
95.28%

This is below our target of 97%
Class attendance for this week
RS 93.10%, RW 92.67%

This Week

On Monday the NEU announced a series of strike days
in February and March (please see today’s letter). The
NEU are a teaching union and it is highly likely that this
will impact face to face teaching on the 3 dates set for 1GU 96.67%, 1RR 97.24%,
our region. This is an evolving picture and we are 2AW 95.33%, 2RS 96.33%
waiting for guidance from the LA before we can finalise
plans. We will let you know as soon as we can about
this but advice from school would be to look at 4CP 98.80%, 4SR 96.90%
provisional childcare arrangements in case your child
cannot attend.

3AW 98.33%, 3CJ 96.62%

5LP 92.67%, 5TW 100%

6CG 96.07%, 6EP 97.14%

In school pupils are working hard and we are running

lots of tuition groups, interventions and catch-up work alongside teaching our curriculum. It
was great that Y2 were able to visit the Leeds Industrial museum although the shock of a
Victorian classroom will have come as a surprise to some given that Windmill is such a
nurturing and child centred school. How times have changed from the early days of Victorian
education.

Pupils are really enjoying DT this term. | have seen pupils in Y5 making their moving books and
pupils in Y6 making their moving models from wood. | also know that Y6 are starting to 'make
do and mend' as they design their own repurposed garments in art.

This week | have been lucky enough to have shown a number of visitors our school and to
share with them that we 'do everything in love'. You can see this in every classroom.

We have several children who bring a phone to school. All pupils carrying a phone need to

make sure that these are switched off as soon as they are on the premises and handed to the
class teacher at the beginning of the day. There have been several incidents where pupils are
using their phones during the day. If any child is seen using a mobile phone during the school
day their phone will be confiscated and parents will be asked to come into school to collect it.
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Year 1 have worked extremely hard this week planning their poems in English and working on
our subtraction skills in maths. We all enjoyed our 'Green Monday' activities, making our
colour monsters, feelings jars and planning our acts of compassion.

Next week we are starting to look at reports in English and for our experience day on Friday
children can bring in one soft toy from home for our English lesson if they would like.
Thank you from the year 1 team

In PE lessons, Year 3 have been looking at developing verbal and non-verbal communication skills.
They have completed a number of exercises to help develop the quality of their instruction giving and
team working skills. In English, year 3 have just finished writing their persuasive brochures for visiting
Stonehenge. They are fantastic and we are all very proud of the children for their effort.

Year 4 This week in English, we are writing about Theseus going into the labyrinth to fight the
Minotaur. Linked to this in PE, the children navigated their way through a maze. They worked together
to collect points from cards with statements and tried to avoid cards where they lost points.

Resourced Provision. We have been very busy exploring the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar in
Provision this week. We have read the story many times, fed the caterpillar the foods from the story
and have tried some of the foods that the caterpillar ate. Last week we were donated a fabulous
tower slide. The children have been really enjoying it but we had to close it when the top was too
icy—that didn’t stop them enjoying it though as they found that it made a fantastic ramp for the toy
trains.

Designated Senior Leads for safeguarding children: Miss Neul, Mrs Beveridge, Mrs Stevens, Miss A Fisher
Windmill Church of England Primary School, Upper Batley Lane, Batley. WF17 ONP. 01924 470555

Web: www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk



http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/

Year 2 had a fantastic day at Leeds Industrial Museum. We were immersed in Victorian school life and
enjoyed the experience. We learnt about Victorian school punishments, wrote on blackboards and
practised beautiful handwriting with dipping ink pens. We have decided that 2023 school life is much
more enjoyable that Victorian school life... we are very lucky!

Year 6 are loving their World War Two topic at the moment! They have been writing their own letters
from the perspective of a child who has been evacuated from London and we can't wait to read their
finished pieces. In PE, they are still practising the Lindyhop with Mrs Hartley and have been working
together, performing lifts and working on their synchronisation. During our DT lessons, children have
been working on their automata toys and are thoroughly enjoying being practical, using saws to cut
their wood and glue guns to help construct their models.

The Year 6 team would also like to thank everyone who came to the SATs meeting on Wednesday and
we hope you found the information useful.
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Year 5 We have had a great week in Year 5 which started with Green Monday. Everyone discussed
how they were feeling and thought of strategies to help them feel better when feeling in the blue or
red zones. We then began looking at our school value of compassion. We discussed all the ways we
could show compassion to our planet before beginning our compassionate act of helping feed the
birds. In Art, we loved getting our hands messy to create our own Maya medallions out of clay. We
can't wait to paint them next lesson! In French, we have been learning different sayings for food like
J'adore (I love) and Je n'aime pas (I don't like). This week we were able to construct simple and
compound sentences to discuss our food likes and dislikes.

Unfortunately, our visit form Dr Diane, a Maya archaeologist, had to be postponed but it will be going
ahead after half term.

For next week, can we please remind the children who wore their pyjamas at swimming this week to
bring them to the next session too (Thursday 26" Jan). Thank you!

Reception have had a wonderful week learning all about Chinese New Year. They know all about the
Great Race story and why we have a different animal name each year. They have also explored how
people celebrate the New Year with new clothes, yummy food and a parade with dragon dancing.

In maths, we have focused on numbers 6, 7 and 8. You could continue this learning at home by asking
your child to represent each number using different items. Don't forget, you can add anything you do
at home onto Tapestry so we can share it as a class.

The weather made learning outdoors really exciting this week. The children kept finding natural
objects frozen in ice and loved finding ways to melt the ice. They even collected items that they would
like to freeze.

Next week, we will start our new topic of '‘people who help us.' We are going to learn about many
different jobs and think about all the people who help us both in and out of school.
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Rainbow Baby Bank is a registered charity (no. 1187710) supplying
new and preloved baby equipment, clothing up to age 10 years,
nappies, toiletries, baby food and formula on a professional referral
basis only. Supporting Families and Mothers to be in need in the
“\'Bb Kirklees area. We also have an onsite Charity Shop that sells

RABY BENK o preloved adult clothing, footwear and accessories, homeware, beauty
products etc. providing vital funds to the sustainability of Rainbow
Baby Bank

Rainbow Baby Bank Heckmondwike

Do you have any Octonauts, Peppa Pig or Cocomelon small play sets that your child no
longer plays with? Our resourced provision would be extremely grateful for any
donations of these. Thank you.

"III“ School Library

Our school library is open between 3.30pm- 4pm Monday, Tuesday,
Im ?’f Thursday and Friday. We have a wonderful assortment of books for
" children to borrow.

9 Feb Y5 Young Voices, Sheffield Arena
10 Feb Inset Day — school closed to children
13-17 Feb Half term

27 Feb -3 Mar The book fair will take place in school between

27" Feb - Friday 3" March 3.30 - 4.30pm. We will be
taking cash and card payments for purchases, for
further info click the link below:

Book Fair
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