) NEWSLETTER

. 20" December 2024
This Week

The end of a long term is finally here. This week we have had Whole school attendance to date
Christingle, our Reception concert and church services which have
all been special in their own ways. We know that more of you would 96.24%
have liked to join us in Church but the logistics and practicalities of )

these services mean that we can only have two. Tickets to each This is below our target of 97%
service is then restricted by the size of the church and we know Class attendance for this week
many more of you would have liked to have joined us for these RH 96.03%, RS 85.00%
special celebrations.

Whole school attendance is currently

1P 97.33%, 1W 98.00%

This v§/eek were also joined by Musica Kl.rkle.es yvho put on 2 2€ 95.67%, 2TP 94.00%
amazing concerts that got staff and pupils singing and dancing. It

was lovely that Isla in Y5 was able to showcase her amazing singing 3R 95.67%, 3S 95.16%
joining M}JS|ca for a song. We also had Christmas dinners in school. 4D 91.67%, 4H 99.29%
The catering staff come to school extra early on those days and

preparations for Christmas dinner start way before the day itself. 5G 95.17%, 5P 94.14%
The lunches were amazing and the children were really well fed. 6L 98.28%, 6W 96.67%

Thank you to both the KS1 and KS2 kitchen teams.

In school children have been finalising their work and topics ready to start new ones in the Spring term. The
highlight for me was the Great Year 6 menu in which children competed against each other in groups to design and
make either a starter, main course or a dessert. The cooking skills and creativity were evident and it was a tough
call to judge and decide on our final menu which had cheese, tomato and herb twists, soup and trifle as part of the
winning menu. We loved the food Year 6.

As staff end this term | hope that they look back on the memories they have created, the love that they have shown
and the lives that they have enriched and that this fills them with a sense of pride. | want to thank the whole
Windmill team for a fabulous term and wish them a happy and restful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

To our families my hopes are that this holiday brings you what you need. Whether it’s time to relax, time for fun or
just simply time to be with you children our hope is that this is filled with happiness and Joy. If Christmas is a hard
time for you then also know that you are in our thoughts and prayers.

Merry Chwistmas and Happy New Year!

Mill Pond

We are very excited that our new pond and wildlife area will be ready for pupils to use
when Spring comes and brings new life to this redeveloped area of the school grounds.
We had over 100 entries in our competition to name the new pond and wildlife area
and can announce that the winning name was Mill Pond suggested by Frankie M in
Reception. We will have a plague made with Frankie's name on it so that future
Windmill pupils will know who it was that named our pond

area. Congratulations Frankie. We hope to have some special guests joining us in the
Spring term to officially open Mill Pond.




THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR A RECEPTION
PLACE IN SEPTEMBER 2025
IS 15™ JANUARY 2025

For activities in Kirklees -https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Diary Dates:
20" Dec Christmas Service at Church (see separate letter)
20" Dec Last day of term
6" Jan 2025 First day back
21% Jan 2025 Rescheduled Cross Country
13" Feb 2025 Y5 Young Voices
14" Feb 2025 INSET Day — School
17— 215 Feb 2025 Half term

Year 5 have had a fabulous half-term. They have worked really hard and showed great determination in all of their
learning this year; especially in our fractions unit. This week, in English, we have finished our narrative all about a
Christmas miracle which also drew on our own memories. Last week, we ended our Geography unit writing a non-
chronological report all about endangered animals living in the Amazon Rainforest. This helped us to have a greater
understanding of the impact deforestation is having on our world. We have ended this half term with our fabulous
class parties and it is safe to say, we partied hard. We would like to take this opportunity to say a BIG thank you to our
parents and carers as well as wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! The Year 5 Team

We have had a wonderful week celebrating Christmas in the Bungalow. We have learned about the Christmas story
and made our Christingles. Our snowman craft was fantastic and we used our cutting skills to make beautiful

Christmas trees £.

% We have enjoyed our Christmas Dinners in both KS1 and KS2 dining halls.
,& A huge thank you to our catering teams for all your hard work and delicious food



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Year 2 visited Leeds Industrial Museum as part of our History learning all about the Victorians. The day was split into
two parts. We looked around the museum but the best part was getting to experience a Victorian classroom with a
very strict Victorian teacher. The children lined up in boys and girls lines before entering the classroom and having
their hair and nails inspected. Once they were sat down, the teacher did the register and each child had to give her a
coin as Victorian children had to pay to go to school. They then recited some sums before using chalk and a chalk
board to write them down...in silence! After that, they were given an object to look at and explore. It was a piece of
coal. Next, they went downstairs for 'PE'. But it wasn't like our PE lessons. They had to do different exercises on the
spot and all at the same time. The final activity we did was using an ink pen and ink to copy the cursive handwriting of
the Victorian times. Throughout this time, the very strict teacher gave out lots of Victorian punishments like wearing
the dunces hat and putting your nose on the chalkboard. We all had a great time and the children loved getting to
experience school as a Victorian child.

In Year 2 guided reading we have been very much enjoying Dasher by Matt Tavares. We are impressed with children’s
reading and beginning to use inference. This week we enjoyed reading the book with a friend and then writing our
ideas on whiteboards.

Year 2 showed some great moves on Monday afternoon when Musica Kirklees came and played their instruments for
us. It was lovely to have a Christmas sing and dance! In writing we have learnt about Grace Darling’s life and what
biography writing is like.




To round off the term, we did our final science lesson on senses, focusing on taste this time. We tasted foods the were
sweet, salty, savoury, sour and bitter and compared them. The cheese, crisps and biscuits were mostly the favourites
because lots of us weren't big fans of the dark chocolate and sour lemons! Look at some of the funny faces we pulled!

Everyone in Year 1 has been fantastic this term and you should all be really proud of yourselves!
Have a wonderful break over the Christmas holidays and we can't wait to see you all in January.

Love from the Year 1 team

|

We just wanted to thank all of the Year 4 children for a fantastic start to the year. All term they have worked so hard
on their new learning. Even when they faced challenges, the children showed
resilience towards their learning and kept on trying their hardest. We are so proud
of them and what they have achieved so far. It has been such a pleasure to teach
you all! This week has been busy but very exciting. We have been experiencing all
things Christmas and have got ourselves very excited for the holidays and the big
day! We made Christingles in class and enjoyed the Christingle service in the hall.
We have finished off our impressive DT projects which will be brought home this
week, the children were very excited to show their grown-ups! We loved going to
Church and it definitely got us in the festive mood. Finally, the Christmas party this
afternoon was a great success! We are a giddy bunch!

This week in Year 3 we got to finish our cushions.
The children learned new skills including, threading a needle, cross stich, running stich and perseverance!
They were very happy with their end result and were very excited to take them home.




Year 6 had a fantastic day on Wednesday creating their 3-course meal for our 'Come Dine with Me' topic in
DT. Classes were given a brief where they had to plan their menu based on the idea of using up left over
Christmas food. Prior to the day, children researched, designed and planned what they were going to create
as well as what ingredients they would need to make their dish. Puff pastries, soups/stews and trifles were
the creations of the day and groups were judged by Miss Towers and Mr Foulke on flavour and the
advertising of their product. After this, they thoroughly enjoyed tasting their creations and reviewing them
with their friends. All staff were incredibly impressed with how the pupils worked as a team and developed
their cooking skills. Great effort Year 6!

We are really proud of how hard the children in Reception have worked this term. This week the children
have showed their creative sides by creating Christingles, making soup and designing their own Christmas
cards.

The children enjoyed creating their own vegetable soup this week and yesterday they loved being able to
taste the soup.

Well done for all of your hard work this term. Have a well-deserved rest and a very merry Christmas.
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Chrlstmas Services
at St. Saviour’s, Brownhill

Sunday 22nd December - 4pm

Candlelight Carol Service

Christmas Eve - 10am

Crib Service




